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Whitehouse Encourages Students to Vote
Kylie Lacey ’ll
News Staff
Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.)
came to lecture to students on Thursday,
Oct. 9, about the upcoming election. He
was sponsored by the Providence
College Democrats and
GUEST Pi Sigma Alpha.
SPEAKER
“We mean this talk to be
an info session,” said Matt
Rucci ’09, president of Providence College
Democrats. “We just want to get out the
vote, the importance of voting.”
Kiley Phelan ’ll attended the lecture
not only in support of the club, of which
she is a member, but to get a feel for Rhode
Island’s local politicians.
“I’m a Democrat, and I think it’s
important to support my club’s pro
grams,” said Phelan. “I also enjoy being
a part of and aware of the politics where
we go to school.”
John Ryan Cummings ’09, a PC
Democrats executive board member, intro
duced Whitehouse.
Whitehouse attended Yale University and
obtained a law degree at University of
Virginia Law School. Early in his political
career he served as a director of business reg
ulations. From 1998-2002 he was the State
Attorney General for Rhode Island.
Currently in his second year in the Senate, he
is a member of the committees for Select
Intelligence, Environmental Concern, and
Judiciary Concerns. Among other things, in
his participation in the Select Intelligence
Committee, he has worked to end United
States torture practices.
Reflecting on this work, Whitehouse
expressed appreciation for his line of work.
“Just in my own life, the opportunity
to work in public service is extremely
rewarding,” said Whitehouse. “The fact
that you can work on problems the way
you see best is great.”
He applauded the intelligence and drive
of PC students by expressing his confi
dence in their abilities to achieve success.
“If you are here, it’s clear you have all
the talent in the world,” he said. “One of
the worst things you can do in life is
look back and realize you didn’t partici
pate in something.”
One particular case in which Whitehouse
warned against not participating is the
upcoming election.
“Probably one of the most significant
turning points in our lives is the election in
26 days,” he said. “We have two very dif
ferent candidates with different views.”
by
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Senator Sheldon Whitehouse (D-R.I.), spoke to Providence College students about the importance of taking part in politics and how
his involvement in public service has influenced his life. Whitehouse told students to harness their abilities for future success.
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Students Debate if
Campaigns Decide
Elections

Founder of Care
Highway Speaks at PC
O’Connor ’10
News Staff

by Allison

Lauren BallBack ’ll
News Staff
Death and taxes are inevitable, and
according to some political scientists the
outcomes of presidential elections are as
well. On Thursday, Oct. 15, Pi Sigma
Alpha and the Department
of Political Science at
POLITICS Providence College spon
sored a panel discussion
about the upcoming election and cam
paigns in general. Beginning at 7:30 p.m.
students and faculty arrived at McPhail’s
for refreshments, a panel discussion at
8:00 p.m., followed immediately by the
third and final presidential debate of the
2008 Election.
The panel consisted of two professors
from the Department of Political Science,

“How are you, ladies and gents?”
asked Chris Morrison as he addressed a
group of about 30 Providence College
students in the Chapel Basement on
Wednesday, Oct. 15, at
CAMPUS 5:00 p.m. Morrison is the
NEWS founder and executive
director of Care Highway
International, a humanitarian aid organi
zation aimed at providing face-to-face
help anywhere in the world where people
are suffering for a variety of reasons.
Care Highway prides itself on existing as
an organization that is completely unaf
filiated with any particular government,
ideology, religion, or political group.
Last spring, a group of students from the
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Students Learn Self-Defense at
“Mixed Martial Arts” with Manny
Neves
On Wednesday, Oct. 15, 2008, Manny
Neves, the current light heavyweight
champion of Muay Thai, and Abe
Thumper,undefeated
ICE
Light
Heavyweight Champion, hosted “Mixed
Martial Arts” in Peterson Center. The ses
sion started promptly at 6:00 p.m. and last
ed until 8:00 p.m.
Neves first warmed up students with
calisthenics. The students formed a large
circle on the mat.
“The warmup consists of running, jump
ing, stretching, boxing, and jumping rope,”
said Thumper.
The warmup was followed by demon
strations and then trials. Thumper was
there to assist Neves in demonstrations, as
well as to assist students with their form.
“Neves is going to be doing a Mauy
Thai striking introduction, as well as kick
boxing with an introduction of knees and
elbows, and then leg kicks and the clinch,”
said Thumper.
The 25 participants, most of whom
were male, began by doing 50 reps of
leg raisers.
“This is a basic abdominal workout,”
said Thompson. “They are not supposed to
be letting their feet touch the floor. Next
will come grappling moves from submis
sion grappling, which involves wrestling
with an introduction of chokes, arm locks,
and leg locks.”
Students were barefoot and in athletic
attire. The Board of Programmers
(BOP) supplied them with paper towels
and Powerade. Students took full advan
tage, as most of them were sweating and
breathing heavily after the workout.
They broke off into pairs and practiced
kicking and punching.

Some students said they were there to
learn. Others were there just to try
something new and get some laughs in
with friends.
“I thought this was a really cool way to
show various ways of fighting around the
world with the rising popularity of
Ultimate Fighting Championship,” said
John Sullivan ’09, head of BOP
Multicultural Committee.
“My
legs
hurt,”
said
Mike
McDermott ’11, “but I want to be able
to protect the weak.”
“This is a thigh burner,” said Courtney
Nelson ’ 10 of the BOP staff.
BOP was pleased to see students fully
engaged, challenging themselves to
mimic Neves.
“This was an awesome turnout and peo
ple are excited to walk away with awe
some fight moves,” said Amanda Vargas,
’ 10 of the BOP Multicultural Committee.
“We will have him back at least once
more next semester,” said Sullivan.
Sullivan informed students that Neves
offers reduced student rates for his gym,
which is only an eight-minute drive from
campus. It is located at 160 Smithfield
Avenue, Pawtucket, R.I.
“They will be putting each other into
choke holds soon!” said Vargas.

—Ted DeNicola '11`
Al Mag Poster Session Showcases
Student Work and Research
The Department of Biology, the
Department
of
Chemistry
and
Biochemistry, and the Department of
Engineering-Physics-Systems had a
chance to show off their students this past
Thursday with its bi-annual poster session.
Held in Albertus Magnus Hall, the session
exhibited
research
conducted
by
Providence College science majors.
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The posters, taped along each side of a
hallway, were open for viewing by the
public. Freshman science majors were
especially encouraged to visit the display
to learn what their peers are involved with.
“This is becoming an annual event,”
said Professor Wood, Department of
Biology. “We’re in our third year and a lot
of our biology, chemistry, and physics
majors are doing research. It’s a learning
experience that’s not just sitting in a class
room. It gives you a running start to get
into graduate school. Also, it’s a good
chance for the administration to get a good
look at what’s going on.”
While many members of the College’s
administration paid a visit to the poster
session, Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., was
perhaps the biggest name to make an
appearance. The president made a circuit
of the posters and asked questions about
the students’ research.
“A lot of research goes into these
projects,” said Wood. “It’s not unusual
for students to be co-authors of texts
written by faculty members in the sci
ence department.”
Adding to the importance of the after
noon was the commencement of a Sigma
Xi chapter in Providence College. That
day, a few Providence students were
inducted into the new chapter. This honor
was lauded by Professor Wood as “an
important achievement.”
Wood was also happy about the number
of student participants, which outstripped
last year’s turnout.
“Anyone who has research going is
strongly encouraged but not required to
participate,” said Wood. “It’s not expected
to be a finished product. We have research
credits for juniors and seniors that involves
writing a report and doing a presentation.”
A major addition to the science depart
ments helped a few of the research proj
ects. This endowment, known as a DNA

sequencer, allowed for a new level of
sophistication in some experiments. One
experiment used the sequencer to define
the characterization of the human aging
gene.
Bret Roussel ’09 was excited about
the event and especially with the
prospect of the College becoming a
chapter of Sigma Xi.
“It’s an international scientific research
society,” said Roussel. “It’s a resolution
and a commitment to foster the growth of
undergraduate research.”

—Conor Ferguson ’10
PC Has a New Address
Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., president of
Providence College, announced in an email sent to the Providence College com
munity Oct. 8, 2008, that the College’s
address has been changed.
The new address will now officially be I
Cunningham Square, instead of 549 River
Avenue.
The change came as a result of the
recent dedication of the intersection at the
River Avenue entrance of the College
which was renamed Cunningham Square
in honor of Rev. John F. Cunningham,
O.P., former president.
Cunningham served as the 10th presi
dent of the College from 1985 to 1994. He
died in December 2006.
Cunningham is best remembered for
gaining PC a reputation as a liberal arts
institution. He worked at the College for
almost 50 years. He also grew up in the
surrounding area.
Shanley’s e-mail said that the new
address will be phased in over time instead
of immediately.
—Devin Murphy ’10

Safety TIPS from the Providence College
Security office

WHEN DRIVING IN YOUR CAR
1) Always keep your vehicle in good working order
Accuracy Watch

2) Park in well- lit areas of the lot or in camera view
3) When returning to your car, have your key ready and check the front
and rear seats of your car before entering the vehicle
4) Drive with the doors locked at all times

5) If you get a flat tire, drive carefully on it till you get to a well lit area or
well-traveled street
6) If the car breaks down- Put your hood up and flashers on. But stay
inside the car with the doors locked. If someone stops to assist you,
don’t get out of the car, simply ask them to call police for you, if you
haven’t done it already

The Cowl is committed to accuracy and carefully checks every article that goes into
print to ensure that the facts are presented clearly and truthfully. Ifyou find an error
in any article, please e-mail the editor at thecowl@providence.edu. Corrections will
be printed as necessary on page 2.

Correction: In volume 73, issue no. 5 of The Cowl the photo for the story "Featured
Teacher.Armatas Joins Chem Department” should have been attributed to Nina
Ratzenberger '11.
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Lecture Informs About Martyrs of Catholic Church
Sara Beth Labanara ’ll
News Staff
In a lecture at the Center for Catholic and
Dominican Studies on Thursday, Oct. 16,
2008, at 4:00 p.m., Rev. Thomas D.
McGonigle, O.P., Th.D., unveiled the often
unknown martyrdoms of
LECTURE
Japan
and
Ireland.
McGonigle discussed the
history of these groups of
martyrs in both countries and the struggles
they faced in honor of their deeply-held
faiths. McGonigle went on to admire their
zeal, strength, and courage for believing in
and practicing a faith despite the known
consequence of inevitable torture and death.
McGonigle opened the lecture with the
assertion that activity in Japan and Ireland
during the 17th century was for the most
part unexplored and ignored. According to
McGonigle, this assertion is unjustified
because a great number of historic events
crucial to the history of Catholicism took
place in both these countries. McGonigle
said martyrs gave up their lives for their
faith in both countries and serve as exam
ples for all Catholic followers because of
their devotion to God.
He began the lecture with a concept
known as the “Christian Century” in
Japan, during which there was 100,000
Christians in Japan. A specific group of
martyrs in Japan resided in Nagasaki.
McGonigle brought up a great irony about
Nagasaki’s Christian past and its role in the
Second World War.
“Many people were saying, why did
Christians bomb the only great
Christian city in Japan, which was
Nagasaki?” said McGonigle.
In the “Christian Century,” the Japanese
government became very concerned about
the overwhelming number of Catholics
that continued to grow.
“As the number of Christians grew they
decided that they were going to close
Japan off,” said McGonigle.
“The Christians in Japan during this
time period were known as hidden
Christians,” said McGonigle.
“Despite their hidden presence and
by
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Lorenzo Ruiz, pictured above, was killed in Japan for not renouncing his faith.
Rev. Thomas D. McGonigle, O.P. talked about Ruiz in a lecture on Oct. 16.
even without priests, they preserved
their faith well into the 19th century,”
said McGonigle.
Even with the closing of Japan, some
Dominican Friars remained in Japan,
secretly risking their lives.
“Many other Dominicans who were
conscious of the risks led their lives here
[in Japan]; almost all were arrested and put
to death,” said McGonigle.
Shortly after, Catholics had begun to
attract notice in Japan. Japanese authorities
began to watch them more closely.
Basically, the government worried that
these missionaries were plotting to over
throw the authorities.
“They were especially concerned about
the impact that this would have on
Buddhism, which was the religion of the
land,” said McGonigle.
McGonigle noted that there were
three main groups of martyrs in Japan
during this time period. The first was a
group of 26 killed in Nagasaki.
Secondly, there was a group of 205

killed between 1617 and 1632. Thirdly,
there was a group of 16 members killed
between 1633 and 1637. The third group
is what McGonigle’s lecture focused on,
especially the presence of one man in
particular, named Lorenzo Ruiz. This
man did not originally intend to go to
Japan. Rather, he got into legal trouble
and followed a group of Dominicans in
order to flee Manila, Philippines.
While in Japan, Lorenzo was tempted
to give up his faith. He was told that his
life would be spared if he denied Jesus.
But he asserted that he was a Christian
and that he would never renounce his
Christian faith. After his refusal he was
tortured and killed.
“Lorenzo Ruiz was the first Filipino to
give his life to the faith and to give his life
to the Church,” said McGonigle.
McGonigle then went on to discuss Irish
martyrs, who are often unrecognized. The
main martyr that the lecture focused on
was Terrence O’Brien, who was bom in a
time where it was very difficult to practice

Catholicism because religious orders were
suppressed. Many young men like
Terrence set out for different seminaries on
dangerous journeys when the likelihood of
violent ends was very probable. According
to McGonigle, priests were unable to be
trained in Ireland so they were sent to
Spain, or sometimes even Rome. Things
became even worse for the Irish Catholics
when the Puritans under Sir Oliver
Cromwell were in power.
“Cromwell’s campaign was swift, terri
fying, and decisive,” said McGonigle.
Under Cromwell, the Irish could not say
Mass or go to Mass. If they did and were
caught they would be deported to the West
Indies. All of these events eventually led to
O’Brien’s execution, which he did not fear.
“He faced it with calm acceptance,”
said McGonigle.
In 1651 O’Brien was arrested, tried, and
condemned. On the way to his execution,
his last words were, “do not weep for me,
but pray.” McGonigle said that O’Brien
was happy to die.
“He made this choice freely, he knew
the inevitable consequence for himself,”
said McGonigle.
He then went on to discuss an anec
dote about one of O’Brien’s last actions:
the preservation of his small silver cross
which was handed to his mother on the
way to his execution. Because of this
and his noble martyrdom, O’Brien’s
memory lingers on in Limerick, Ireland,
according to McGonigle. As the lecture
concluded McGonigle noted the most
remarkable thing about O’Brien in his
opinion.
“He prayed every day for his enemies,”
said McGonigle. “He knew he was going
to die but he did not flee. The heritage that
O’Brien and the martyrs led was a heritage
of fidelity to the faith.”
Ultimately, it was O’Brien’s faith that
separated him from others and led to his
everlasting high-esteem as a martyr.
“He was faithful to his duty, faithful to
his family, faithful to his Church, and
faithful to Ireland,” said McGonigle.
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Student Congress Discusses Petition
tation of students and faculty or admin
istrators. That’s a good idea.”
Jaquie DeSisto ’10 also agreed that
Student Congress’ main focus at its more student representation on committees
weekly meeting this week on Tuesday, is a good idea. She said that she also want
Oct. 21, was the petition it plans to pass ed more clarity concerning what students
around to the student body concerning the on those committees are allowed to report
new alcohol policy. back to Student Congress. She also had
STUDENT
Congress some ideas on the petition.
“I gotten
think we need to do something real
plans to take
the input it has
CONGRESS
from the survey, handed
ly big, and not just like a petition,” said
out to the student body a DeSisto. “I mean something that’s going
few weeks ago, and petition to create a to get outside attention because I hon
report on the student body’s opinions estly feel that . . . the legislation that’s
about the implementation of the alcohol passed just doesn’t go anywhere. I mean
policy, and new legislation pertaining to the parietals legislation went through
the consultation of the student body on but they’ve [the administration] never
policies which are aimed at changing cam even really talked to us about that . . .
pus culture.
We need something bigger that’s going
“Planning and Steering (Committee) to grab attention like reaching out to
basically put together a petition that would clubs specifically first.”
be in response to what’s been going on .. .
Nadeau said the more support Congress
and a lot of the decisions that have been can muster for the more effective the peti
going on around campus lately,” said Liz tion would be.
Wolf ’09, president of Student Congress.
“Of course we can get a lot of signatures
Liane Nadeau ’09 presented the petition and that would help but a big statement
to Student Congress.
with a lot of students putting themselves
“We want to really show the administra out there for it would be really beneficial,”
tion in a concrete way how we feel about said Nadeau.
the issue, how they haven’t come to us on
Many people agreed that more drastic
things, and . . . come up with a way to action may be necessary in order to get the
make sure that they come to us before they attention of the administration.
make changes in the handbook,” said
“If a picket line is something that we
Nadeau.
need then we need to do it,” said Billy
Nadeau read the petition aloud to Byrne ’09, executive treasurer. “I really
Congress and asked for members’ input on hope you guys are feeling passionate about
how to improve it.
this because basically the administration is
“Be it hereby known that the 59th saying to us right now that student opinion
Student Congress of Providence College doesn’t matter ... if we’re not representa
deems it necessary for student involve tive of the student body then who is? We
ment in any pertinent decisions affecting are appointed and elected by students. . . I
the Providence College community,” read would suggest definitely doing something
Nadeau.
different than a piece of legislation . . .
The language of the petition and future going beyond a piece of paper that they’re
legislation will be adjusted to be more just brushing off their desk and saying it
clear and precise.
doesn’t matter.”
Jesse DePatsy, president of the Class of
One idea posed that was more drastic
2009, asked what percentage of the student than a petition involved clubs and
body needs to support the petition in order organizations on campus. It was sug
for the petition to be considered represen gested that if all clubs and organizations
tative of the entire student body at the on campus stop providing services in
College. One student answered that
between 10 and 15 percent of a population
needs to be surveyed in order for a statistic
to be considered representative of that
population. Congress has collected infor
by Devin Murphy ’10
mation from more than 10 to 15 percent of
the student body.
News Editor
“I say this in support of this idea [the
Student Congress voted to approve the
petition],” said DePatsy. “Liz and I had a Option 3 course scheduling change
meeting with someone in the administra Tuesday, Oct. 14. Option 3 was passed with
tion and they said that Student Congress little dissent. Some members of Congress
doesn’t really represent the students, in
did raise concerns that
that even though our efforts of this survey
there was not enough
don’t say anything because it wasn’t 30
STUDENT time for discussion of the
percent [of the student body].”
CONGRESS proposed course schedul
Elian Seidel ’10 suggested that the best
ing change.
way to get the administration to listen to
The idea of a course scheduling change
the student body would be to actually have first emerged last year after Yvonne
students sign individual copies of the peti Arruda, dean of Enrollment Services, had
tion which would then be given to the received many complaints concerning
administration.
course scheduling from students and facul
“If you write up a statement of position ty. Arruda approached Student Congress
... a paragraph or something, and then you about creating a committee to help develop
have people sign the bottom of it, so that a solution to the problem. Megan Bennet
there’s actual physical proof that people ’ 10 and Lauren Riley ’ 10 of the Academics
read the paragraph, agreed with the para Committee worked on creating a new
graph, and then signed it,” said Seidel. course schedule.
“And that may or may not be a waste of
Option 3 almost completely eliminates the
paper which is why I’m struggling with main grievance about course scheduling: the
that right now, but at the same time if we overlap of classes. The current course sched
handed them like 600 copies of the same ule has many overlaps. One 8:30 a.m. class
sheet of paper signed by students then that overlaps with five other classes at the same
might be more effective than just having time. That cause problems for students during
students sign a petition.”
course registration because if they were
Nadeau agreed that Seidel’s idea was a unable to register for a certain class then they
good one but she said that Congress may might have to rearrange their entire sched
not be able to do that and include it in a ules. Also classrooms are not being utilized to
report. She did say that it was an option to their fullest with the current course schedule
conduct that as an illegitimate survey and because so many classes overlap. Many
present it separately from the report.
rooms sit empty as a result of overlaping
Sean Jones ’10 said that a good way to classes.
Option 3 eliminates almost all over
get more student voice in policy and deci
sion making is to include more students on laps in the course schedule currently.
boards and committees. He said most com- ' There will be a common meeting time
mittees are comprised of a few students on Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. Fifty
minute classes will be offered on
and many administrators.
“If you’re only directing questions to Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays, in
four students then you’re only getting four addition to Tuesdays, Thursdays, and
perspectives and not a wide range of stu Fridays. Marathon classes (150 minute
classes) will be limited to mostly 300
dent input,” said Jones.
“I agree,” said Nadeau. “I think that and 400 level classes. That will allow
as part of our report and proposal we for more upperclassmen with intern
need to say that we want equal represen ships to have flexible schedules.
by

Devin Murphy ’10
News Editor

protest of the administration not listen
ing and having student input in impor
tant decisions.
Another idea was to reach out to alumni.
“I think the best way to . . . attack the
administration is to threaten our future
donations,” said Megan Breene ’10. “So
by making the point that we’re the future
alumni: Piss us off now, why would we
want to donate later? So maybe in addition
to that idea ... get t-shirts that say ‘future
alumni’ . . . When you talk about money
and donating I think that is going to get
their attention more than anything.”
Justin Ferrante ’10 said that he agreed
that reaching out to other clubs on campus
and then alumni was a good way to get
support. However, he said that Student
Congress needs to have a concrete defini
tion of what PC’s campus culture is and
what students want it to be.
“We talked in president cabinet about a
comprehensive statement about what we
see as culture change,” said Ferrante. “One
of the things Father Murphy mentioned
was that they don’t have a definite defini
tion of culture in mind. So, if we’re going
to be going to these different organizations
... I think we’ll need a document like that
[that defines campus culture], something
concrete.”
Jones said that he would like to see com-

munity service become a part of campus
culture. He suggested that a campus-wide
community service day, including faculty
and students would be a positive way to
incorporate service into the campus culture.
It was suggested that Student
Congress should distribute a list of all
the legislation that it has passed that has
been ineffective due to administrative
apathy to students, clubs, and organiza
tions to clearly demonstrate that the
issue is not the alcohol policy, it is that
Student Congress is being ignored.
“I think we need to ask ourselves how
we are going to convince the administra
tion that it’s beneficial to them to have
these lines of communication open,”
said Joe Miller ’10. “Right now I think
we have to clarify too that they don’t
have to answer to us. They’re under no
obligation to come to us and consult
with us on a policy change. That’s a
courtesy that I think we all feel they
should extend to us and I think it’s an
important part of improving the rela
tionship between the school and the
administration. But I think we’re going
to run into problems if we go to them,
almost demanding, that. . . they come to
us on all issues . . . It’s not just about us
wanting more.”

pcstudentcongress.com

Congress Passes Course Scheduling Change
Congress will still be examining the
effectiveness of the change.
“It’s not a done deal,” said Bennet.
Student Congress will continue to
monitor the effectiveness of the new
course scheduling changes and amend it
if need be.
Option 3 will take effect at the begin
ning of next year.
Some members of Congress are uncer
tain that Option 3 is the best choice for a
new course schedule.
“The reason I voted ‘nay’... is because
even though it was brought to us and we
talked about it a little bit, I feel that it
should have been brought . . . earlier so
there could have been more student input
on it,” said Jesse DePatsy ’09. “So I hope
that people consider that since what we re
trying to work on is more student voice.”
Megan Bennet ’10 thought that
DePatsy’s concerns were merited.
“I agree with that,” said Bennet. “But,
Option 3 was presented to us . . . two
weeks ago. So, we wouldn’t have been
able to talk about it. And also they’re
[Faculty Senate] going full speed ahead.”
Others also felt that because the
change had already been passed in the
Faculty Senate, and the Senate is plan
ning to implement the change with or
without the support of Student Congress
that a mentality will develop that
Student Congress’ support is not needed
for new legislation or policies.
Other members of Congress, however,
said that there had been opportunities for
discussion about the course scheduling
changes, but they had not been utilized to
the fullest extent.
“In the sense of the faculty, we did have
a discussion board that no one utilized, so
it wasn’t like we didn’t have time for dis
cussion,” said Tim O’Mara ’ll.
One reason why the course scheduling
change options were not put on the full
Student Congress agenda is because
Congress has been working and focusing on

legislation concerning the new alcohol policy.

They came out with Option 3
after a meeting with us in the
Aquinas Lounge. So they really
took into consideration the
comments we made over
Option 1 and Option 2.
Sean Jones ’10

“They came out with Option 3 after a
meeting with us in the Aquinas Lounge,”
said Sean Jones ’ 10. “So they really took
into consideration the comments we made
over Option 1 and Option 2. Then, after
hearing our input, came out with Option 3.
So it’s not like they didn’t have ... any stu
dent input at all. They actually addressed
congress and came to our meeting.”
The Student Congress meeting, con
ducted in the Aquinas Lounge a few
weeks, ago was not the only chance for
student input. It was clear at the end of the
2007-08 school year that a change in
course scheduling would be made in the
near future. Student Congress tried to col
lect student input.
Jaquie DeSisto ’10 said that a survey
was handed to Congress members and stu
dents but many surveys were not complet
ed and returned to Student Congress.
Liz Wolf ’09 said that there were two
different issues being expressed by stu
dents: the course scheduling changes and
the timing of the vote for the course sched
uling changes.
“Should we have done this before?
Yes,” said Wolf. “Were we concerned
with other things? Yes. In the future . . .
I would rather turn out something earli
er than later.”
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Rev. Moran Discusses Seven Sorrows of Mary
by

Ted DeNicola ’ll
News Staff

Rev. Allen Moran, O.P., professor of
Economics,
hosted
Caffeinated
Catholicism on Wednesday, Oct. 8, at 7:00
p.m., in the lower level of St. Dominic
Chapel. A full urn of cofCAMPUS fee accompanied cake,
NEWS M&Ms, and popcorn that
was set up for the students
that attended the lecture. Moran chose to
engage students in a discussion-type
atmosphere instead of a lecture.
“There are only a handful of us, so I will
sit down,” said Moran.
Moran began his informative yet infor
mal talk with a question.
“How many of you have been to
Chicago before?” he asked.
Moran told students that Our Lady of
Sorrows is located in Chicago. It is staffed
by the Servite Fathers, an order devoted to
the Seven Sorrows of Mary. Our Lady of
the Rosary was celebrated on Tuesday,
Oct. 7, by the Order of the Dominican
Friars.
Moran emphasized that the
Servites concentrate heavily on Mary’s
sorrows. He told students that the equiva
lence of Our Lady of the Rosary is Our
Lady of Sorrows, celebrated on Sept. 17.
“This [Eastern Orthodox] ritual goes
back centuries and is the equivalent of
liturgical poetry that was written before the
first millennium,” Moran said.
The mood was lightened as Moran drew
the students back to the present moment.
“I just drew a blank. I’m not that old
yet!” laughed Moran, “How long am I
speaking for, anyway?”
After establishing that the speech would
be no longer than 45 minutes, Moran con
tinued with his points.
Moran compared the emotion behind
Mary’s suffering for Jesus to the sorrow
that people feel for their dying loved ones
who endure unbearable suffering.
“People dying are in more pain because
of the pain they see in their loved ones who
pain for them,” said Moran.
Pope Pius VII approved the Seven
Sorrows of Mary in 1815. Six of the
seven mysteries can be found either in
the sacred Mysteries of the Rosary or on
the Stations of the Cross. Moran briefly

MATT LONGOBARDI ’10/The Cowl

Rev. Allen Moran, O.P., explained the Seven Sorrows of Mary to students over
refreshments at Caffeinated Catholicism.

listed them in the lecture. The first mys
tery he mentioned was the prophecy of
Simeon. He also noted the meditation
upon the flight into Egypt. Furthermore,
he mentioned Jesus’ loss in the Temple,
which is found in LK 2:41-51. Moran
also mentioned Jesus carrying the cross
as another mystery, as well as the
Crucifixion itself. Moran then noted the

body of Jesus being taken down from
the cross, in which Mary received the
body of her Son. Finally, he described
the mystery of the body of Jesus placed
in the tomb.
Students listened as Moran made ref
erence to Eddie Doherty, a member of
Madonna House. Moran explained that
Madonna House is a Catholic communi

ty of priests and laypeople. The group is
dedicated to loving and serving Jesus
Christ in each aspect of everyday life.
He said that Doherty had written a book
which used pieces of his meditation to
assist Christians as they walk through each
of Mary’s Seven Sorrows. He told that
Mary’s Seven Graces are directly attached
to her Seven Sorrows.
Moran informed everyone that rosary
beads outdate St. Dominic.
“They were once called Ave Beads,” he
said. “Instead of 15 groups of 10, there are
seven groups of seven.”
“Our Mother, through grace, looks to
give us what is best,” Moran told students.
“Through grace we are united with our
Lord,” is the devotion that Servites say daily,
while Moran and his fellow Dominican Friars
and Sisters recite the rosary.
Moran said that Catholics enter into
devotion through the sign of the cross,
three Hail Marys, and the meditation on
the Blessed Mother’s tears for the suffer
ing of her Son.
Moran told the students that each of
the Sorrows involves Mary sharing in
the passion of Jesus—his suffering,
death, and resurrection.
“From this comes compassion,” he said.
“Suffering is dual between Mother and
Son,” said Fr. Moran.
He related the suffering to the lives of
the students.
“In our material world, most people
see suffering solely as something to flee
from,” said Moran. “While there is no
useless suffering, there is plenty of
wasted suffering.”
Moran told the students that each of the
Sorrows involves Mary sharing in the pas
sion of Jesus.
“From this comes compassion,” he said.
In his conclusion, Moran emphasized
the faith that Mary had in God while she
was so uncertain of how he would carry
out his plan.
“Mary knew that God willed a specific
plan, but she did not know how. The
Blessed Mother never lost faith, nor did
she sin when it [Jesus’ birth] was all over.”
Moran ended his talk promptly at 7:45
p.m. With no questions and no hesita
tion, the students applauded and thanked
Moran for his time.

Highway: Morrison Speaks About Humanitarian Issues
continued from front page

Providence College Honors Program met
Chris Morrison on a tour during their
annual trip to Europe. Since that time, the
Honors Program and Social Justice
Advocacy have been working to establish
a club in support of Care Highway here at
the College.
“We are hoping to create a club and
get interest to direct aid and help,” said
Katie Laberge ’10, student in the Honors
Program.
This visit to Providence marked
Morrison’s first stop on a tour of
speeches in nine states over a span of six
days. After a brief introduction,
Morrison said that his goal is “to get out
a message to many people in the United
States that there is a lot of work to be
done out there.”
He then described what Care Highway
is and the types of services it provides.
Inspired by President John F. Kennedy’s
message of helping those to help them
selves, Care Highway was founded for
the purpose of finding “a way to get peo
ple well enough so they can work, so
they can get an education, so they can
become informed,” said Morrison.
The organization works to combat
oppression and to improve health by work
ing in direct contact with the people of
impoverished regions on a practical level.
Volunteers are sent into regions that have
been devastated by disaster and catastrophes
of all sorts of magnitudes. They provide the
aid necessary to help people get back on their
feet and to fully establish themselves in their
societies.
“We are helping people learn how to take
responsibility for themselves and to learn
how to take care of themselves and their fam
ilies,” said Morrison.

Sometimes, it is even the simplest things
that can make a world of difference. In one
volunteer mission, for example, Care
Highway helped to prevent people from
getting cataracts simply by providing them
with sunglasses to protect their eyes from
the sun.

"- - - - - - - - I’m committed to the work that
I’m doing. It is a part of who I
am today. It is not that I belong
to a particular party or a partic
ular Church. It’s that I’m
human.
Chris Morrison, founder and execu
tivedirector of Care Highway
International

----------------------- "

To visually demonstrate the tremen
dous strides that Care Highway has
made throughout the past 10 years,
Morrison showed PC students a film of
an expedition that took place only a few
months ago in Kibera, a part of Kenya.
A volunteer group of 24 people provid
ed medical attention to an area com
prised of 1.2 million people living in
ghettos built of mud huts with no sanita
tion. The film depicted the horrifying
shacks and slums of the area where Care
Highway workers found and treated
people suffering from illnesses such as
leprosy. In addition to this expedition,
Care Highway has established a pre
school as well as a free medical clinic,
and construction is currently under way
for a children’s home and health clinic
in Kibera.

Behind all of these generous acts per
formed is the ideal of the common thread
of humanity that motivates the volunteers
of Care Highway International.
“I’m committed to the work that I’m
doing,” said Morrison. “It is a part of who
I am today. It is not that I belong to a par
ticular party or a particular church. It’s that
I’m human.”
The ideas and aims of the organiza
tion are entirely based on human rights
and the necessary individual value that
each of us possesses as a human being.
Promotion of human equality is the first
and foremost goal.
Morrison talked about the other major
work that the organization has done recent
ly, including donations to an orphanage in
Mexico, finances for uniforms, books, and
other things for students in Panama, provi
sion of aid to refugee families, and mobile
medical missions.
The organization’s biggest and most
recent projects have been taking place
in Serbia, where it has created a chil
dren’s daycare facility for those whose
parents have been killed in war, as well
as the continued maintenance of a com
puter school that emphasizes excel
lence in math and English.
“We are working to achieve a better
world,” said Morrison.
They are doing so in a completely
non-profit manner. Funding comes pri
marily from donations, individuals,
companies, and other volunteer organi
zations. In some countries they have
established monthly memberships as a
means of obtaining donations.
“We’re an honest organization,” said
Morrison. “We make it clear that the
money never goes to the organization . . .
but to the places where it’s needed.”
In fact, Morrison did not take any

money for coming to speak here at PC. He
simply wanted to draw attention and to
gather interest and support.
“We didn’t have to pay to get him to
come,” said Matt Order ’10, who met
Morrison on the group’s tour of Europe
last spring. “He came here entirely on his
own.”
With the goal of opening more proj
ects, more schools, and getting more
doctors to people in need, Morrison
called on PC students to become
informed and to make contributions.
The Honors Program and Social Justice
Advocacy are trying to get students to
become more informed about global
suffering and to help those in need,
through the establishment of a local
chapter at PC.
“I know that you have papers to write ..
. I used to study too,” said Morrison. “But
I promise you if you just put a little time in
it can make a difference.”
Morrison’s lecture sparked tremendous
enthusiasm among PC students, and it was
not only because of the free pizza and soda
that were provided as incentives for
attending. Nearly every seat in the Chapel
Basement was filled.
“The turnout was even better than we
expected,” Order said.
Morrison’s motivational speech describ
ing the mission and accomplishments of
the nonprofit Care Highway International
organization ended with a sense of opti
mism that PC students could make a world
of difference by becoming involved with
this organization.
“I’m confident that there will be some
sort of a chapter here,” said Suzanne J.
Fournier, Ph.D., chair of the Department
of English and faculty member of the
Honors Program.
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Princeton Professor Gives Lecture on Natural Law
by

Conor Ferguson ’10
News Staff

Providence
College
welcomed
Professor Robert George of Princeton
University to speak on the subject of
human rights on Monday, Oct. 20.
George’s lecture, held in
LECTURE the Aquinas Hall lounge,
was entitled “Natural Law,
God and Human Rights.”
The event was sponsored by the
College’s Development of Western
Civilization Program.
Before George stepped up to the podi
um, Anthony Esolen, Ph.D., Department of
English, expressed his respect for the
speaker and thanked him profusely for vis
iting the school. Esolen listed off a portion
of George’s impressive credentials that
include being a current professor at
Princeton University, a member of
President Bush’s Council of Bioethics, and
the author of many theological and philo
sophical works.

"--------------------------Robert George stands at the

epicenter of a Christian renais

sance in Princeton.
Anthony Esolen

----------------- "
While describing these works, Esolen—
also a graduate of Princeton—described
them as having a “potent clarity” and “zeal
for the truth.” Esolen also remarked that
while Princeton was traditionally a
Christian university, George was stirring
up a small revolution on the campus.

“Robert George stands at the epicenter
of a Christian renaissance in Princeton,”
said Esolen.
George began his lecture with a selfadmittedly “abstract paragraph” which he
then elucidated throughout his speech. He
laid the foundations of his discussion by
explaining that man’s inherent humanity is
the reason why certain rights are respected.
While these rights are defined as good,
they are also variegated. This means that
the human good cannot be pinned down as
something singular.
Instead, there is a range of good that
encompasses such things as friendship and
knowledge. George pointed out that these
goods were meaningful as ends and not
simply as means. Friendship is not valu
able because of the possible benefits at
stake, but instead is a good in and of itself.
“Each of them represents an irreducible
aspect of our wellbeing,” said George.
He went on to explain the reason why
humans are compelled to make the deci
sions that they do. In his explanation,
George borrowed the phrase “rational
animals” from Aristotle in order to
explain humans.
The
distinguishing
characteristic
between man and other animals, George
explained, is man’s complex body and
unsurpassed intellect. The nature of these
two human aspects has allowed us to flour
ish. It is when our spiritual nature is flawed
that man fails to flourish.
Then George once again recalled the
importance of friendships and being in
relationships. They are ends in themselves
and a desire to achieve them is purely
human in nature.
George continued with his lecture by
offering a definition of a natural law theo
rist. He began this definition by first
explaining the concepts with which natural
law theorists disagree. The first is strict
individualism which overlooks the intrin
sic sociability of men. The second is col
lectivism which overlooks that man is

more concerned with himself than the
wellbeing of the entire society. Natural law
rejects both these concepts.
It was then explained that human
rights exist to protect the interests of the
whole. While he was privy to many
intelligent arguments on each side of the
human rights debate, George stressed
that he certainly believed in the exis
tence of human rights.
He then explained that following the
tenants of human rights requires treating
people as ends and not as means. While
George holds firmly to this belief, he men
tioned that some theologians believed that
the existence of rights is a false concept.
This ties in with the existential concept
that there is no truly objective definition of
good and evil—merely the subjective
morals that men apply to life.
George strongly disagrees with this
notion of morals and instead professes a
Christian take on the argument of human
rights. Yet even when the existence of
human rights can be agreed upon, George
pointed out that it can still be a hairy issue.
For instance, education and healthcare
are commonly thought of as inalienable
human rights. Yet George raised the ques
tion of who should be the purveyor of
these rights. Is it better for these rights to
be provided by the government or a private
company? George explained that these go
beyond moral judgments.
He pointed out that while a decision
could be rational in one time and place it
could be irrational in another. Often, the
answers to one question lead to a slew of
additional questions. While not killing or
maiming an innocent human being may be
a universally held belief, the definition of a
human being may be called into question.
For many, embryos do not constitute a
human being and may therefore be abort
ed, for others, this is tantamount to killing
an infant.
In a comparable situation, some hold the
belief that while some entities are pre-per

son, others are post-person. Further still is
the category of “never persons.” These
include people that supposedly never
deserve human rights such as the mentally
infirm and mentally handicapped.

"----------------------The power to envisage a state
of affairs and bring it into being
is a trait shared by both men

and God.
Robert George

-----------------------"
By pointing out these people that some
would claim to be unworthy of human
rights, George points out that the seeming
ly easy definition of what qualifies a per
son for the protection of human rights can
be divisive.
George’s discussion became more theo
logical when he suggested that the capaci
ty for reason is distinctively human yet
godlike in a limited way. Because of his
ability to reason, man was made in the
image and likeness of God.
“The power to envisage a state of affairs
and bring it into being is a trait shared by
both men and God,” said George.
While outlining the theoretical connec
tion men have with God, George was
quick to outline the difference between the
reason of God and man.
While God is purely reasonable, man’s
rationality is a slave to his emotions.
George therefore describes men as imper
fectly rational. But he also states that
humans should not bury or extinguish their
emotions in order to make perfectly ration
al, stoic decisions. Instead, man must tack
le their emotions and use them to make
moral judgments.

Debate: Teachers and Students Talk About Voting
tist who has correctly predicted the out
come of all the major elections since 1988,
James M. Carlson, Ph.D., and Joseph P. with the exception of the 2000 Gore-Bush
Cammarano, Ph.D., and two students: election. He predicted that Gore would win
Meghan Whelan, ’09, a media marketing the popular vote, which he did. He did not
major, and Ryan Whalen ’09, a history and factor into his model the Electoral College.
political science major.
The model that Abramowitz uses to
“I’m going to make a kind of argument predict the campaign is based on three
about the debates that’s pretty prominent things. The first is the approval rating of
in political science right now, and I want to the sitting president. The lower the pop
talk, first off, about what determines elec ularity of the president, the less likely
toral behavior and then I want to talk about the candidate of his party will win. The
forecasting elections, and the place of second is the economy. The rate of the
campaign in determining the election out gross domestic product (GDP) during
come,” said Carlson. “Basically, when we the second quarter of the election year
talk about individual electoral behavior we affects voters’ decisions. The third fac
talk about long-term versus short-term on tor is the party in office; is it a party that
is basically seeking a third term?
the books.”
The prominent factor in determining
According to Carlson, and other polit
long-term behavior is identification with ical scientists’, campaigns are “highly
a political party. This is a force that is predictable” and in that regard “really
typically developed at a young age and don’t count.” Carlson also believes that
remains consistent throughout a per debates have very little effect on the
son’s life. According to Carlson’s data outcome of an election, with the excep
two-thirds of the electorate has strong tion of primary elections.
party identification.
On the other side of the discussion
“This means ... that they knew who they was Cammarano.
were going to cast a vote for before that
“Without disagreeing with Professor
candidate was nominated,” said Carlson.
Carlson, who defiantly cited the literature
Short-term factors are a person’s views that I studied when I was in graduate
on the issues, and a person’s view on the schools, and that I have read as someone
candidate. According to Carlson, these are who studies election, and I generally
the kind of forces that are at work during a understand,” said Cammarano. “I want to
particular campaign. These factors can say three things on why campaigns matter,
influence the one-third of voters who lack and why even debates matter.”
a partisan identification.
“They socialize people, they activate
“I’m going to argue that there are basi the inattentive, who really don’t have a
cally an underlying set of dynamics that lot of political information and need,
are taking place in our system that basical and they also provide the legitimacy to
ly can forecast the outcome of elections— claim a mandate,” said Cammarano.
When asked by Carlson if campaigns
presidential elections,” said Carlson.
“There is a debate by those in political sci determine the outcome of the election,
ence by those, like me, who are going to Cammarano ceded the point.
“No ... I have actually ... been telling
argue that campaigns don’t matter; they
don’t count, and those like Joe, who are those of you in my classes . . . that you
know who’s going to win before the cam
going to argue that campaigns do count.”
The empirical research of Allen paign begins,” he said. “But again if you’re
Abramowitz, a professor at Emory a democracy I believe that there are other
College, is steeped in the argument that things that campaigns do.”
The first student panelist, Whelan, said she
elections do not determine the outcome of
a presidential race. He is a political scien believes that campaigns can influence elections.
continued from front page

Ryan Whalen then gave a brief history
of presidential debates. He said that 1948
was the first year when the debate was syn
dicated on the radio. Debates, however,
Well I certainly hope that cam
had been happening for many years, like
paigns matter, because I have
the famous Lincoln-Douglas debate.
an individualized major in
Whalen said that the most pivotal debate
political marketing. So if I want
was that of Kennedy and Nixon.
a career lets hope they count
“[JFK] looked fantastic, don’t take that
for soemthing.
the wrong way . . . Anyone who watched
that debate that night saw that he electrified
Meghan Whelan ’09
the room ... but if you listen to it on the
radio Nixon won. It was the first time that if
you watched it you thought one thing, if you
listened to it you thought a different thing”
“Well I certainly hope that campaigns
Next, the audience had the opportuni
matter, because I have an individualized ty to ask the panelists question. The
major in political marketing,” said topic of wild cards arose. According to
Whelan. “So if I want a career let’s hope Carlson, in the model that predicts the
outcome of elections there are several
that they count for something.”
Whelan began her discussion on the wildcards—factors that have an
marketing aspects of campaigns by stat unknown impact on the outcome.
“One of them is race,” said Carlson.
ing that no one expected Republicans to
fare well in this election because of “There are other wild cards, one of them
President
Bush’s
administration. is you folks, huge number of people who
“But in synthesis what I have learned in registered, you are unpredictable,
political science and marketing, it’s my believe me you don’t turn out your gen
opinion, and I will tell you all that I am eration. The same is true with African
a Republican and I’m about to say this, American turnout.”
that’s there’s no way John McCain can
The youth turnout is expected to
win this election because he has no mar increase this year. Cammarano asked the
keting strategy,” said Whelan.
students in attendance why they think
Marketing is the activity of communi youth voter turnout will increase.
cating ideas to a group of people. Whelan
“Personally I think it has a great deal to
said that marketing a president is the same do with the past administration of Bush,”
as marketing a box of cereal. A campaign, said Nicole Chinnis ’09. “We’ve been
and any marketing strategy, needs to be watching it for the past eight years. Now
“coordinate, cohesive, and consistent.”
that we have the chance to have our say it’s
She asked the audience what Obama’s a great opportunity that we’ve realized. It’s
campaign slogan is, and has been since a whole new calling that we are suddenly
he announced his campaign. The audi realizing, and that the drastic changes that
ence responded “change.” She asked the need to occur.”
audience what McCain’s is and the audi
“We’re in a big pot of boiling water, and
ence
responded
“maverick.” it’s time to jump out,” said Athena
“McCain has had three major campaign Fokaidis ’09. “Time to see things exposed.
themes since the primaries,” said Whelan. This is the time.”
“Recently, it’s been realized by pretty much
The discussion drew to a close after the
by everyone that he has no campaign strat question of the youth vote was posed.
egy ... I will say that Obama and his cam Students then settled in to watch the final
paign have done a terrific job at getting presidential debate.
their message across.”
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Green Party Now Represented on Campus
Rick Kurker ’09
Asst. News Editor

by

Providence College’s Democrat and
Republican groups have proven to be very
active political organizations on campus,
and now another political group is ready to
make its mark on the cam
pus’ political life: the PC
NEW
Green Party organization.
CLUB
Julie McNulty ’10, one
of the key organizers of the
Green Party group, said that the organiza
tion has not had formal meetings yet but
that they are working toward becoming a
full-fledged organization on campus.
“When I spoke to Congress in
September about forming an official club
on campus, I was informed that they were
revising the system by which clubs can be
approved and would not be looking to add
any new clubs until later in the semester,”
said McNulty. “Students have been meet
ing informally since early October.”
According to McNulty, the group has
had only three or four meetings so far.

Furthermore, she said that since the club is
not yet an official club, it is not eligible for
funding at this time.
McNulty expressed a belief in an
informed voting public on campus, espe
cially this year, hoping that people will be
open to learning about the wide array of
political alternatives available.
“With the election rapidly approaching,
we feel it’s extremely important for stu
dents to be made aware of all their politi
cal options,” said McNulty. “We hope to
raise awareness about key Green issues by
hosting speakers and informational events,
while organizing service projects both on
campus and in the Providence community
that reflect the importance of how third
parties function within a primarily twoparty system.”
“We are working to change the com
monly held misconception that a vote
for a third party is somehow a ‘vote
wasted,”’ said McNulty. “We’re certain
ly very ambitious.”
According to McNulty, the Green Party
of the United States was officially founded

S.H.E.P.A.R.D. Hosts Coffeehouse
for National Coming Out Day
Allison O’Connor ’10
News Staff
College life can be difficult and often
coincides with a struggle over discovering
one’s self-identity or trying to fit in and
establish good friendships. This experi
ence may be even more
CAMPUS challenging for those who
NEWS identify themselves with
I the lesbian, gay, and bisex
ual communities, and for those who are
questioning their sexual orientation.
The mission statement of Providence
College declares that the college
“encourages the deepest respect for the
essential dignity, freedom, and equality
of every person.” In accordance with
this, the organization S.H.E.P.A.R.D.
(Stopping Homophobia Eliminating
Prejudices and Restoring Dignity)
works to ensure that the college’s mis
sion statement is applied to the respect
for all persons regardless of sexual ori
entation. This group exists to provide
an open and supportive environment for
discussing lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender issues on campus. It also
strives to prevent and eliminate any dis
crimination and homophobia throughout
the PC community.
S.H.E.P.A.R.D. recently held its biggest
event thus far. On Tuesday, Oct. 14, in
Feinstein 405, a Coming Out Day
Coffeehouse was held in accordance with
National Coming Out Day. National
Coming Out Day is a civil awareness day
that is observed internationally for the dis
cussion of lesbian, gay, bisexual, and
transgender, otherwise referred to as
LGBT, issues.
“Just being able to have this event has
been a big step,” said Kaytee Stewart ’09,
president of S.H.E.P.A.R.D.
by

"----------------------PC can be a scary place to be
an ally to the lesbian, gay,
bisexual community, to be
questioning or to be gay.
Kaytee Stewart ’09

--------------------- "
S.H.E.P.A.R.D. started planning the
event at the end of the summer, and has
never previously held anything to cele
brate National Coming Out Day on cam
pus. This open forum served as a great way
to extend support and establish a nurturing
community. The environment of the
Coffeehouse was extremely relaxed and
comfortable, making it easy for people to
talk about issues and struggles while
enjoying the Dunkin’ Donuts coffee and
bagels that were provided.
If a college student is dealing with the

struggle of trying to be normal and real
and fit in, it can be made even harder
when doing so accompanies added
oppression and discrimination resulting
from
his/her
sexual
orientation.
S.H.E.P.A.R.D. aims to help students not
feel overwhelmed by the PC environ
ment. This environment can seem threat
ening to those who are trying to come out,
and transitioning from high schools that
may have been more open in regards to
issues of sexual orientation can make this
process even more difficult.
The members of S.H.E.P.A.R.D. said
that the nature of a setting can dictate
how people deal with concerns pertain
ing to the LGBT community, and as a
result there is a large amount of closeted
people here on campus. Sexual orienta
tion is something that is not often talked
about. Even those who do support the
LGBT community are often quite pas
sive here at PC, and issues are frequent
ly overlooked.
“PC can be a scary place to be an ally to
the lesbian, gay, bisexual community, to be
questioning, or to be gay,” said Stewart.
Additionally, the gay, lesbian, and
bisexual community and the Church often
clash. This factor makes it even more dif
ficult here since PC is such a strong
Catholic institution with deep roots in the
Dominican Order.
To combat such obstacles S.H.E.P.A.R.D.
was formed to establish a network of support.
“Everyone is immediately accepted,”
said Stewart. “We are trying to stay true to
the mission of the College in respecting the
dignity of every human being.”
The open forums, like the largest one
held in accordance with National Coming
Out Day, provide support and create a deep
sense of trust between the members. They
establish a safe place that stays in the room
during each and every meeting, held
weekly on Monday nights from 8:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m.
The group has been continually work
ing to establish a distinct presence and
to make strides to combat any discrimi
nation on the PC campus. To create fur
ther awareness about LGBT issues, the
president of S.H.E.P.A.R.D. spoke dur
ing training for Resident Assistants.
This year S.H.E.P.A.R.D. is holding a
variety of events such as a LGBT domestic
violence
speaker,
a
Transgender
Remembrance Day Event, World AIDS
Day Resources and Events, and a Day of
Silence, among others.
A fundamental purpose of the organiza
tion is to stress the importance of our
common identity as humans, each dealing
with some form of oppression or discrim
ination in various ways. S.H.E.P.A.R.D.
feels that the ideals of acceptance and
respect
that
all
members
of
S.H.E.P.A.R.D celebrate through events
such as the Coming Out Coffeehouse
truly reflect the mission statement of
Providence College as they strive to erad
icate any traces of discrimination from
the campus and PC community.

in 2001. She described the party as “a fed
eration of state Green Parties committed to
promoting 10 key values: grassroots
democracy, ecological wisdom, social jus
tice, nonviolence, community-based eco
nomics, decentralization, feminism, diver
sity, responsibility, and future focus.”
Despite the heated race between Barack
Obama and John McCain, representing the
Democrats and Republicans, respectively,
McNulty said that there is also another
candidate to consider.
“This coming election, Cynthia
McKinney, a former Democratic congress
woman from Georgia, will be the Green
candidate for president,” said McNulty.
“Rosa Clemente, a journalist and commu
nity organizer from Chicago, will be her
running mate.”
Ralph Nader has been a notable Green
Party candidate, but McNulty said that
even though Nader has run with the Green
Party in previous elections, he has always
considered himself as an Independent.
“He has never consistently aligned him
self with the Green Party or any other

party,” said McNulty. “Though there was
talk of him accepting a Green nomination,
he ultimately decided to run as an
Independent in the coming election.”
McNulty indicated that the Green
Party organization on campus will hope
fully promote some of the lesser-known
political options so that students will
know more about the candidates they
will be considering.
“So far, we’re a fairly small organiza
tion of about 10 or 11 students with no
official leadership positions,” said
McNulty. “Once we go through the
process of achieving official club status,
we’ll outline executive positions in our
constitution.”
McNulty said that anyone interested in
learning more about the organization can
contact her via e-mail at jmcnult4@providence.edu. For more information about the
Green Party, McNulty suggested that stu
dents check out the party’s official Web
site at www.gp.org. Additionally, the Web
site for the McKinney/Clemente campaign
is www.votetruth08.com.

TIPS for Safety WHILE WALKING ON or OFF CAMPUS

Be Alert to your surrounding and the people around you!

Stay in WELL-LIT areas
Walk with confidently at a steady pace on the side of the street
facing traffic
Wear clothes and shoes that give you freedom o movement

Be careful when people stop you and ask directions, be sure to
maintain you space between you and them

If you in trouble, attract attention anyway possible

If you feel you're being followed walk to a well populated area or
in a store for assistance

Start Your Career in Accounting.
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Whitehouse: Speaks About Current Political Issues
continued from front page

political dialogue, and become involved in
changing these things.”
Whitehouse commented on the envi
After Whitehouse wrapped up with the
ronmental and energy crises as issues general group of PC students, he was on
the candidates want to tackle. He reiter hand to speak solely to the PC Democrats.
ated that the rewarding side about work
“Now I can be more partisan!” he said.
ing in the government is seeing issues
It was these partisan views that the PC
that need change, such as the handling Republicans protested against. Tom Daly
of the environment, and being able to ’10, Chairman of College Republicans,
take your ideas, find people to agree explained his club’s purpose for protesting.
with you, and implement your ideas to
“Sen. Whitehouse is a co-sponsor of a
achieve real change.
pro-choice bill,” said Daly. “The Freedom
“Irresponsibility comes into politics of Choice Act will make it a lot easier for
when crises are seen and the right people women to get abortions, along with giving
fail to take action,” said Whitehouse. “The them less options for alternatives.”
storm we’re blowing through right now
“As a Catholic institution, it is abom
with the financial world was man-made inable that we’re having someone who
and completely preventable.”
supports this bill speak on our campus.”
“There’s a present conflict between two
Whitehouse did not discuss his stance
styles of government right now. We have on the Freedom of Choice Act, but he did
people who take talent and the ability of share views that he believes reflect posi
their mind and apply it to problems and tively on his party.
circumstances to make things better. But
“People were recently polled, and
we have other people who use problems to right now, the number of people who
create political divisions.”
trust the Democratic Party is at all time
Whitehouse shared some of the issues high,” he said..
that he says need to be fixed.
He believes his party is in a position
“This is going to be a tough winter for a where they can unify the government
lot of people,” he said. “Healthcare is through the country’s crisis.
going down, jobs are going to be lost.
“My personal experience with Barack
Perhaps some of your classmates won’t be is very good,” said Whitehouse. “He is a
able to finish out the year because their person who can help this unification. He
parents simply will not be able to pay.”
is a fresh face, and a polite, thoughtful,
Another issue Whitehouse expressed confident problem solver.”
passion for is the climate change crisis.
He pointed out that people want to see
“A green economy and green jobs need something different. He considers Sen.
to be the future of our economy, and John McCain (R-Ariz.) to have the same
the quicker we get off foreign oil, the policies and party values held by the cur
more beneficial it will be for our coun rent administration.
try,” he said.
“Where’s the change going to come
“Uncontrolled climate change is an from if we continue doing what we have
issue of National Security,” said been for the past eight years?” he said.
Whitehouse. “Prudent people will take
Urging the PC Democrats to help with
reasonable action, but many politicians Obama’s campaign, he encouraged stu
insist it’s not real.”
dents to help out at the center for
He closed the first part of his presenta Obama’s campaign in Providence, at
tion by sharing his feelings about the cur 3215 Main Street.
rent state of the U.S. government.
“Stakes are so high, and a lot of people
“Our energy policy is idiotic, and are undecided,” he said. “Voter contacts
healthcare is a nightmare,” he said. “Think are very helpful.”
of yourselves as intelligent consumers of
States such as New Hampshire, in which

a clear winner is not evident, are utilizing
numbers of students to canvas.
“On October 18, we have a big student
push,” he said. “Students will meet at 8:30
[a.m.] at Hope High School and travel to
New Hampshire. It’ll be a fun experience

to knock on people’s doors and talk to
them about the election.”
Anyone interested in canvassing or the
PC Democrats is encouraged to attend
their meetings, at 6:00 p.m. on Thursdays
in Moore Hall.

www.thecowl.com

Who is the one professor at Providence College whose
teaching has been truly inspiring and transformative?
On behalf of Providence College, which has long considered teaching an integral part of its mis
sion, the Teaching Award Selection Committee (TASC) invites nominations for the Joseph R.
Accinno Faculty Teaching Award. This award recognizes a current tenured faculty member
who not only demonstrates excellence in teaching, but also conveys a passion and enthusiasm for
learning, and shows concern for students’ academic and personal growth.
♦
It's easy - Just go to http:llwww.providence.edu/cte
and click on the nomination link.
or

To submit a hard copy nomination, please respond to the following:
1. Name of professor you are nominating:
2. How long and in what capacity have you known this nominee?
Please write two to three paragraphs explaining why you think this professor should get an award for teaching excellence. Be
sure to include examples as to how this professor’s teaching has been transformative and inspiring.
Submit to the Center for Teaching Excellence in Feinstein 303 or at cte@providence.edu.
Thank you!

If you have any questions, contact the CTE at xl340 or cte@nrovidence.edu.
Nominations close on November 3, 2008.
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INTERNATIONAL GAME
NIGHT
Saturday, October 25th

3:00- 5:00pm in McPhail’s
Multicultural Games include:
Backgammon
Chinese Checkers
WIN
Dominoes
PRIZES!
Bocce
Sponsored by: Circolo Italiano, MESA, Asian Am, O.L.A.S.
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The Lifelong Leadership Program, BOP & PC Athletics present:

Dinner with
KENO DAVIS
Hear PC Men's Basketball Coach Keno Davis talk about
his coaching experience and leadership philosophy

Get your questions answered about the upcoming basketball season

Tuesday, October 28th
6:30pm in McPhail's

FREE event! Seating is limited.

Sign up early in the SAIL Office for special "reserved seating"

Campos Ministry Corner

The Major/
Minor Fair

Upcoming Events in Campus Ministry!!

For Freshmen, Sophomores & Juniors

Wednesday, October 29th
1:30 PM —3:30 PM in '64 Hall
Faculty and current seniors will be available to provide you with
information on majors, minors and programs.

Get valuable information from members of Career Services
The Dean's Office, International Study and other Advisors.

The Haunted Side of Catholicism!

Candlelight Graveside Remembrance for
Deceased Providence College Friars
Not going to JRW? Join us after 4:30 pm
Mass on November 8th in the Dominican
Cemetery illumined for a graveside
remembrance of PC’s deceased friars.
Questions? Email Lia Santilli at
esantill@providence.edu. Sponsored by
the Liturgical Devotions group.

Come hear Fr. Dominic Legge talk about
the Catholic Church’s position on ghosts,
ghouls, and the demonic! It’s in McPhail’s
on October 30th at 8 pm and the bar will
be open for those of legal age. It will be
spooky! Questions? Email Michaela
McDonald at mmcdon16@providence.edu.
Sponsored by the Lectures & Catechesis
group.

Monday Night Football
in McPhail’s!
Come to McPhail’s every
Monday to watch the
game on the big screen!
We can get any game you want on Sunday!!!

NFL Sunday Ticket!
Come down to cheer for your team!

Free Food!! Free Internet!

East Side ShUttle
Friday and Saturday Nights!
The Shuttle will depart from Raymond Hall at 6pm, 7pm, 8pm, 9pm, 10pm & 11pm.

The PICK UP and DROP OFF times and locations are as follows:
Top of the Hour — Depart from the Rear of RAYMOND Hall
Ten Past Hour — WHOLE FOODS MARKET on North Main St.
Fifteen Past Hour — CVS on Thayer Street
Twenty Past Hour — SHELL GAS STATION on Wickenden St.
Twenty-Five Past Hour — CABLE CAR CINEMA on South Main St.
Half Past Hour — DUNKIN DONUTS on Atwells Ave (the comer of Bradford)
Return to Campus
Note: Due to the construction in the city and traffic at during busy hours,
we ask that you allow a five minute grace period for the driver to reach each stop!
However, the drive WILL NOT leave each stop before the designated time!

Clubs & Orgs
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SimplyHealthy presents

PumpandRun

This Sunday, Oct. 26
Registration at 9:30 a.m.
Bench press and 3K run
The amount you bench takes time off your run!
Bring either $5 or two canned goods for the poor.

Free food and giveaways!
Debate on
Environmental/Energy issues
PC Democrats vs. College
Republicans
October 28th
9:00 pm in McPhail's

Come watch College
Republicans and PC
Democrats debate over
some of the biggest issues in
the upcoming election
Sponsored by:

The Student Environmental Action Coalition (SEAC)
Co-sponsored by PC Democrats and College Republicans

October 2,2008

FREE COMEDY SHOW
WED OCT 29 - 8PM - McPHAILS

WORLD
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Iraq on Verge of Deal on United States’ Presence
Brett Corrigan ’09
Asst. World Editor

by

Middle East: Iraq War
United States
Department of Defense, U.S. and Iraqi
governments have written the first draft
a Status of Forces Agreement, which will
stipulate the role of U.S. military presence
in Iraq in the future.
The draft comes as the clock begins to
tick on a U.N. Security Council agreement
established in 2003 authorizing U.S. mili
tary presence in Iraq. Although the U.N.
initially did not support the war, particu
larly the member nations of France,
Russia, and Germany, the Security
Council recognized the need for stabiliz
ing Iraq after the unsupported actions of
the coalition troops.
First established in Oct. 2003, the resolution
authorized the presence of U.S. and coalition
forces until the Iraqi government was formed.
Despite the formation of an Iraqi government,
and the naming of Nuri Kamal al-Maliki as
Prime Minister in the spring of2006, the reso
lution was consistently renewed, due to contin
ued instability and civil war.
The most recent renewal is set to expire
on Dec. 31, 2008. Due to increased stability
and significantly less violence in the coun
try, Iraqi and U.S. officials both see the
potential for a reduction in U.S. involvement
and troop commitment without increasing a
threat to Iraq’s stability.
It is also a concern of U.S. officials that
an over-welcomed stay in Iraq could
establish political tensions with Prime
Minister al-Maliki. This worry comes
after al-Maliki announced his support for
a withdrawal timeline for U.S. combat
troops, asserting that withdrawal from
Iraq’s cities and towns should occur by
mid-summer 2009, and a full withdrawal
by 2011 would be favorable.
As a result, the U.S. State Department
has been attentively working with Iraqi
officials to come to an agreement. The
agreement will allow American forces to
continue to operate in Iraq and train Iraqi
security forces after the U.N. Security
Council resolution expires at the end of
the year. It will, however, lend itself to
less U.S. involvement overall, acknowl
edging the Iraqi people’s desire to
“assume control of their own security.”
Meanwhile, the agreement, which solely
delineates U.S. troop involvement, has also ini
tiated talks of a looming British troop with
drawal. British Prime Minister Gordon Brown
announced in July that withdrawal of a portion
of British troops would begin in 2009.
In a statement Sunday, Oct. 19, Al-Maliki’s
office assured coalition forces that “if the consti
tutional institutions approve the agreement
between Iraq and the United States, this will
ccording to the

A

facilitate the convening of an agreement with
Britain regarding the future of its troops in Iraq.”
The agreement is currently being examined
by officials in both countries. Top U.S. troop
commanders, including Navy Admiral Mike
Mullen, Army General David H. Petraeus, and
Army General Raymond Odiermo have all
ofexpressed the promise they see in the agree
ment. Although the accord does not need con
gressional ratification to be enacted, the com
manders inducing Defense Secretary Robert
M. Gates have worked to consult with the
Senate and House Armed Services Committee.
“It is a tribute to the progress that’s been
made by our forces, since the surge, that
conditions on the ground are such that it is
stable enough, it is secure enough, that
Iraqi forces have taken more of a lead in
their operations,” said Pentagon spokes
man Geoff Morrell on Oct. 16.
Meanwhile, Iraqi executive council mem
bers has have already had their chance to exam
ine the agreement, as it now moves through the
Political Committee on National Security and
then must move through the Council of
Ministers and the Council of Representatives.

"--------------------------------Getty Images

It is a tribute to the
progress that’s
been made by our
forces... that it is
stable enough, it
is secure enough,
that Iraqi forces
have taken more
of a lead.”

A burning issue: Iraqi demonstrators oppose a deal that may allow U.S. troops to stay
in Iraq beyond the end of this year. The current agreement expires on Dec. 31, 2008.
pleased to see a shift in thinking towards
withdrawal, particularly welcoming this
change in attitude toward a timetable, by the
Bush administration. There have also been
rumblings throughout the political arena that
the stagnant economy has led to a shift in
attitudes toward the war in Iraq.
There are some reservations, however,
regarding the protection of American serv
ice members under Iraqi law were they to
serve only as Security Force training agents

within a timetable. Iraqi officials argue that
these troops should be subject to Iraqi law.
The accord language* currently states that
troops will remain subject to U.S. Uniform
Code of Military Justice, but immune to
Iraqi law, a point of contention about which
the U.S. has remained adamant.
Meanwhile, on Oct. 20, Middle East
Times reported that “many Iraqi Arabs,
minorities, and parties with strong ties to
Iran reject the Status of Forces Agreement.”

Geoff Morrell, Pentagon
Spokesman

-------------------------------- "
Although the specifics of the draft are
being kept under lock for the time being,
U.S. and Iraqi officials have alluded to an
increase in responsibility for the Iraqi gov
ernment as well as “aspirational timelines”
for U.S. troop reductions contingent upon
the situation and stability on the ground.
According to The New York Times, White
House spokesperson Dana Perino has said the
finalization process for the agreement will not

Do you think a security arrangement to govern the
conduct of American forces in Iraq for the remain
der of their time is necessary for U.S. withdrawal?
“While it isn't entirely
necessary, a set time
table for our plan in
Iraq is overdue, and a
standard of conduct
would make sure the
process runs smoothly.
It would help to pro
vide hope for the
American people."

Compiled By Mackenzie Mango ’10

Then join the WORLD STAFF!
Come down to The Cowl office in
Slavin G05 and pick up an
application TODAY!!!!!

Dave Sykes '10

“I think it is neces
sary although it may
take time for an
agreement to be
finalized because it
is a sensitive issue
for both U.S. and
Iraq leaders. A
standard of conduct
is important because
it sets expectations
for our troops'
behavior toward
Iraqi people."
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Zimbabwe Power-Sharing Talks Stall
or the different ministries in the govern
ment. The MDC spokesman Nelson
Chamisa expressed his hope that a resolu
tion would be found with the help of the
Africa: Zimbabwe
facilitator of the talks, ex-South African
President Thabo Mbeki. President Mugabe
imbabwe was once considered a
promising African nation. Because of acknowledged the slow progress of the
its richness in natural resources, great agritalks when he said, “We are hoping for a
cultural climate, and seemingly sound breakthrough. The MDC has its position
infrastructure at its independence in 1980, and we have ours. What we need is a com
Zimbabwe was expected to become a sta promise on both sides.”
It was reported that talks were stalled
ble and well-performing economic power
in Africa. After colonial rule by the because Mugabe wanted to shield his gen
British, a young Robert Mugabe was elect erals (accused of election violence) from
ed as the head of the Parliamentary prosecution. The ZANU-PF party wanted
Democratic government of Zimbabwe. to retain control of the Justice and Legal
Like many African nations, government ministries so that past government corrup
corruption and mismanagement of funds tion could not be investigated. ZANU-PF
led to Zimbabwe’s decline. With an infla was willing to let go of the Finance
tion rate of 231,000,000 percent, an Ministry only if MDC promised not to
impoverished population, and two flawed investigate past government expenditures.
By last Wednesday, it seemed that an
elections in 2008, Zimbabwe remains a
agreement was close at hand. Sources
troubled nation.
This past March, Zimbabwe held elec reported that the ZANU-PF party would
tions. The three main candidates included: oversee the Justice and Legal Ministries
Robert Mugabe of the Zimbabwe African while the MDC would control the Finance
National Union-Patriotic Front (ZANU- ministry. Last Saturday the state-run news
PF) party, Morgan Tsvangirai of the paper published what it called the official
Movement for Democratic Change list of ministry and cabinet positions. It
(MDC), and Simba Makoni, an independ listed control of key government min
ent. Tsvangirai received 47.9 per cent of istries going to ZANU-PF including
the vote and incumbent Mugabe received Defense, Home Affairs, Foreign Affairs
43.2 per cent. With no candidate receiving and Justice and Legal Affairs. By
an outright majority, a second round of Thursday evening, it was clear an agree
elections was scheduled for this past June. ment had not been reached.
Mugabe feared giving up control of the
A week before the elections, Tsvangirai
dropped out of the race, citing violence Home Affairs Ministry because it would
against MDC party supporters. The elec weaken ZANU-PF. The home affairs min
tions were still held with Mugabe winning. istry has been under the control of a key
Mugabe has been accused of rigging this Mugabe ally, a ZANU-PF faction known
as ZAPU, which has helped Mugabe
and past elections.
After the second round of elections, the achieve some influence in an area known
United States and many European nations as Matebeleland where he is generally
called for increased U.N. sanctions against hated. The Home Affairs Ministry also
Zimbabwe. Oh July 11, the U.N. Security controls the voter rolls. On March 28, the
Council considered this action, but it was Zimbabwe Election Committee (ZEC)
vetoed by Russia and China.
admitted that the voter rolls were “in
On July 25, the ZANU-PF party and the shambles;” it even listed some non-exis
two main opposition parties began dis tent voters.
cussing a coalition government. On Sept.
As of Sunday, Oct. 19, talks remained at
15, 2008, a possible power-sharing agree a deadlock. With a loaf of bread costing
ment was reached. Mugabe would remain the equivalent of $135 and citizens fleeing
president, while Morgan Tsvangirai would Zimbabwe for Botswana and South Africa,
be prime minister, and lastly, Arthur one would assume that government offi
Mutambara of an MDC splinter group cials would perform these talks with some
would become the deputy prime minister.
sense of urgency. The outcome of these
On Friday, Oct. 17, the talks hit another talks could determine whether Zimbabwe
roadblock. The two sides could not agree continues on its speedy decline or makes
on how to distribute the cabinet positions a comeback.
by

Victoria Ngare ’12
World Staff

Soundbite of the Week

Z

“A simple rule dictates
my buying: Be fearful
when others are greedy,
and be greedy when
others are fearful.”
-Warren BUFFETT, in an opinion piece to The New York Times,

on why he is currently buying American stocks.

The Election 2008 Updater
Your source for the latest news from the Democratic and Republican parties.
by
he third and final presidential

T

debate held a week ago at Hofstra
University in New York proved to the
United States that this race is far from over.
Vital issues, including the current state of our
economy, were addressed and sharp blows
were traded amongst the candidates.
Senator John McCain voiced many con
trasts with his opponent and said that
Senator Barack Obama tends to believe
that the government has the answers to
America’s problems, while McCain puts
his trust in ordinary people.
McCain focused on a comment
Obama made to an Ohio entrepreneur,
Joe Wurzelbacher (thenceforth known as
“Joe the Plumber”) concerning “spread
ing the wealth about.” It seemed as
though McCain tried to make the debate
more exciting and cut-throat as he kept
taking jabs at Obama. McCain pointed
out that Obama had not kept his promise
to take public financing for his cam
paign, which would in effect limit cam
paign spending, and drew attention again
to his connections to former domestic
terrorist Bill Ayers. He also noted that
Obama’s solution to every debacle is to
spend more money.
Obama remained calm and collected as
he defended himself and jabbed right back
at Sen. McCain. Sen. McCain’s body lan
guage and facial expressions definitely
created a shadow over his allure to unde
cided voters; he grimaced, smirked, and
rolled his eyes as Obama spoke.
According to many pundits, it made him
seem petty on a day when there were more
critical issues at hand, like the Dow Jones
losing 8 per cent of its value.
Obama attempted to turn McCain’s
assertion that he associated with Mr. Ayers
to his advantage, claiming that the people
he associates with, on economic issues,
are Paul Volcker and Warren Buffett. He

Lorraine Dalton ’11. World Staff

did not say, however, how he would rec
oncile his spending plans with America’s
giant deficits. After the election, polls
have shown that Obama is currently tak
ing the lead, some days by a double-digit
point margin.

"-------------------An Obama
victory would
not just electrify
the country, it
would electrify
the world.
Former Secretay of State,
Colin Powell

-------------------- "
Americans may be in greater favor of
Obama after Former Secretary of State,
Colin Powell endorsed him this past
weekend. “All Americans ... not just
African-Americans, would be proud of an
Obama win,” Powell argued.
Obama said that he was humbled by
Powell’s support and noted, “He knows,
as we do, that this is a moment where we
need to come together as one nation—
young and old, rich and poor, black, white,
Hispanic, Asian, Native American’
Republican, and Democrat.”
Powell gave another side note when
speaking about his choice of the
Democratic ticket over the Republican
one in saying that he does not believe
Alaskan Governor Sarah Palin is ready for

the White House. He emphasized that,
“An Obama victory would not just electri
fy our country, it would electrify the
world.” When asked to comment, McCain
said he was not surprised by his “long
time friend’s” decision.
Although Powell believes Palin is not
ready for the White House, she is still
receiving a great amount of attention
from the media. She appeared on
“Saturday Night Live” this past weekend
and pushed the three-decade-old NBC
late-night show to its best overnight rat
ings in more than 14 years. The numbers,
based on the overnight results from the
country’s 56 largest cities, gave the show
a 10.7 rating. Based on previous results
in those markets from those overnight
numbers, that would translate to more
than 14 million viewers.
As these final weeks of the presidential
campaign come to a close, Obama recently
announced that he raised over $150 million
in September, demolishing previous
fundraising records and giving him an enor
mous tactical advantage over McCain.
Obama’s September fundraising effort
well more than doubled the record of $67
million that he set in August and more than
tripled the record set during the 2004 race.
He has been so successful by continuing to
tap the enthusiasm of novice donors contact
ed through Web ads and e-mail appeals.
McCain opted to take $84 million in
public funding for the general election and
to bank on the support of the Republican
National Committee, which raised $66
million last month. The Democratic
National Committee announced that it
raised $50 million in September. McCain
spent $32.3 million of the public funds last
month, according to documents filed with
the Federal Election Commission. Twothirds of that amount, $22.6 million, went
to advertising.

Oddly Enough
Boxer Gets A ‘Wee’
Bit of Help
by Mackenzie Mango ’10
World Staff
After winning his WBC heavyweight
title match versus Nigeria’s Samuel Peter,
Ukranian Vitali Klitschko soothed his
fists quite unconventionally: by using his
three-year-old son’s wet diapers.
Klitschko told a German newspaper he
wrapped them around his hands and it
helped him recover following the tough
match, in which he won back his title.
“Baby wee is good because it’s pure,
doesn’t contain toxins and doesn’t smell...
the nappies hold the liquid and the swelling
stays down,” the 37-year-old boxer stated on
Saturday, according to Reuters.
Klitschko also suggested that his oppo
nent give the trick a try as well.

The Sunny Side

Googling Grandparents
by Mackenzie Mango ’10
World Staff
A new study conducted by the University
of California, Los Angeles, measured brain
activity of older adults as they searched the
Web according to CNN. Its findings suggest
that searching online could be beneficial for
the brain.
“There’s so much interest in exercising our
minds as we age,” said the researcher. Dr.
Gary Small, a professor at UCLA. “One
result of this study is that these technologies
are not all bad.”
In fact, technology may be good in keep
ing the brain active. Small recruited two
groups of people, one which had minimal
computer experience and another that was
Web-savvy. Members of the technological
ly advanced group had over twice the neu
ral activation than their less experienced
counterparts while searching online.
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THE FINANCIAL CRISIS EXPLAINED:
Your Guide

to the
by

Global Market Turmoil

Mary Kate Nevin ’09, World Editor

Everything You Need To Know: Credit Crunch Q&A
So, what exactly is going on???

The tangible effects of these market
The origins of the financial crisis can be trends began to manifest themselves in
traced back to 2000, when the technology June 2007, when Bear Steams attempted to
bubble of the late 1990s burst. The Federal rescue some of its hedge funds that had
Reserve significantly lowered interest invested heavily in the sub-prime market.
rates in order to protect the economy from Bear itself nearly went bankrupt in March,
further damage; this in turn made mort 2008, only avoiding bankruptcy in a lastgage prices cheaper, increasing the minute sale to JP Morgan that was facili
demand for housing and sending home tated by the Federal Reserve. Stock prices
prices up. As the industry heated up, many of lending giants Fannie Mae and Freddie
lendors, wanting a share of the gains, Mac fell sharply in August, signaling fur
became willing to give loans to just about ther housing market distress.
anyone, regardless of their credit histories,
In early September, investment giant
and the quality of loans in the market was Lehman Brothers went bankrupt, Merrill
thus greatly compromised. The heightened Lynch sold itself, and American
volume of loans sent home prices higher International Group was bailed out by the
still, creating another unsustainable bubble Fed. Financial institutions found themselves
that would inevitably pop. These higher vulnerable as their assets were substantially
prices made people feel richer, so they bor written down. The stock markets reflected
rowed even more against the equity of this turmoil with extremely volatile weeks
their homes.
through September and October.
Banks and investors, meanwhile, tried
As their losses mounted and uncertainty
to hedge against risk by securitizing and grew, banks became much less willing to
reselling mortgage debt. The process of lend to each other and tried to strengthen
securitization works as follows: All the themselves by hoarding their assets. Not
individual mortgages contracted by a lend only, however, was the value of their own
ing institution—their mortgage assets assets ambiguous, but they didn’t trust any
—are bundled together and serve as collat other banks to be able to pay back their
eral for what is called a “mortgage-backed debts either. This freezing of credit caused
security,” an asset that can now be valued interbank lending interest rates, captured
and traded on the markets. Usually these by the Libor (London Interbank-Offered
new securities, backed by principal and Rate), to spike. Since so many other rates
interest payments of the mortgagors, are are tied to the interest rate banks charge
issued by a third-party financial institu each other—such as the interest rate of
tions or the lendors themselves, although many adjustable-rate mortgages!—the
sometimes they can be issued by specified effects extended into dozens of other sec
debt aggregators like Fannie Mae and tors and into the real economy. Those
Freddie Mac.
whose mortgage rates were tied to indica
These new securities become liquid, or tors like the Libor witnessed their mortconvertible into cash, by being sold
to participants of the secondary US BAIL-OUT PLAN
mortgage market. Here they were
packaged and sold to investors such
as hedge funds and pension funds.
Banks quickly bought up securi
ties based on mortgage loans dur
ing the expansion of the housing
bubble, but the vast number of sub
prime loans, the low-quality loans
issued to people with inferior cred
it, soon came back to haunt the
markets. Eventually the bubble
burst, and housing prices began to
fall again. People who had bor
rowed against the value of their
homes found themselves deeply in
debt as that value plummeted.
Many Americans, especially those
who really couldn’t afford to have a
mortgage in the first place started
to default, and deliquency rates
rose substantially. This rising num
ber of foreclosures served to fur
ther expedite the decline in housing prices. gages becoming even more unaffordable,
Firms and funds that had invested heav making them more likely to default and
ily in the mortgage market realized that thus continue the cycle.
many of their investments they thought How is this affecting the rest of the world?
were safe were indeed tainted by toxic, or
Many other regions of the world are suf
unrecoverable, mortgages from the sub fering adverse effects from this financial
prime market. As the value of the underly turmoil, most notably Argentina, Brazil,
ing mortgages fell, so too did the value of Canada, Mexico, Australia, China, Hong
the securities that contained them. The Kong, Japan, Malaysia, New Zealand,
investment banks that ruled Wall Street all Singapore, South Korea, Austria, Belgium,
of a sudden were worth much, much less Denmark, Estonia, France, Germany,
as the housing market soured. Hundreds of Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy,
billions of dollars in mortgage-related the Netherlands, Norway, Poland,
Sweden,
investments went bad, and these financial Portugal, Russia, Spain,
firms were no longer sure how much their Switzerland, the United Kingdom, India,
and, to a lesser degree, some Arab states.
assets were actually worth.

What is our government Bank tosses during financial crises, $trn
doing to alleviate it?

Rescue package
On Sept. 18, 2008, Treasury
Secretary Henry M. Paulson Jr.
announced a $700 billion pro
posal to shore up banks’ bal
ance sheets and investor confi
dence, allowing the govern
ment to buy toxic assets from
the nation’s biggest banks.
Congress added new struc
tures for oversight, limits on
executive pay and the option of
the government taking an equity
stake in the companies it bails
out, in considering the proposal.
It was initially rejected by the US savings
House of Representatives amid and leans
crisis
voter apprehension on bailing
out Wall Street executives with (19S6-95)
out holding them accountable.
The bill was then negotiated in the
Senate, and after adding a series of tax
breaks among other compromises and ear
marks, it passed the bill by a measure of
74-25. The House of Representatives fol
lowed suit two days later, passing the
revised bill by a vote of 263-171.
Many analysts and economists believed
it would offer at least a temporary aid to
the financial crisis, but how much it would
alleviate the turmoil remains yet unclear.
Interest rates
The Federal Reserve has also cut inter
est rates of late. Normally, this kind of
cut would reduce the cost of credit card
debt and auto and other loans, which
could encourage more lending and

Japan
banking
crisis
(1890-99)

Asia
banking
crisis
(J5IM-99)

US
subprime
crisis
THE ECONOMIST

the United States, in which the European
Union also has representation—as well as
leaders of developing countries, such as
China and India. Bush did not set a specific
date as of press time, but an aide said the
meeting would take place before year’s end.
Bush made the announcement on
Saturday, Oct. 18, with Nicholas Sarkozy,
French president and president-in-office of
the European Council, and European
Commission President Jose Manuel
Barrosa by his side. He insisted the effort
will “preserve the foundations of demo
cratic capitalism—a commitment to free
markets, free enterprise and free trade.”
“Given that the world has never been
more interconnected, it is essential that we
"I work together because we’re
in this crisis together
. We
must welcome good ideas
from around the world.”
Will this solve the crisis?

That’s the $700 billion
question! Nobody knows for
sure. Hopefully it will help to
keep our banks functioning
and restore the confidence of
investors, but it seems unlike
ly at this point that the real
economy will avoid a serious
downturn.
Where is the money coming
from to pay for it?

spending and keep the economy running.
With the credit markets as frozen as they
are, however, it is unclear how effective
this will be.
Equity stakes
The government hoped to thaw some
of the credit freeze and persuade banks to
resume lending on their own by injecting
them with capital, thereby strengthening
their balance sheets.
Paulson outlined a plan on Friday, Oct. 10,
to invest $250 billion in U.S. banks, nine of
which would have to accept a Treasury stake.
The government’s stock purchases would be
a non-voting share, so will not be able to have
a say in how the companies are run. Paulson
explained the program
would be designed to
complement
banks’
own efforts to raise
fresh capital from pri
vate sources.
Global summit
Most recently, Pres
ident Bush said that he
would host a summit
of world leaders to dis
cuss the global econo
my and a coordinated
response to the crisis.
The
summit
will
include the leaders of
the Group of Eight
(G8)
industrialized
nations—Canada,
France, Germany, Ita
ly, Japan, Russia, the
BBC United Kingdom, and

The U.S. government will
have to borrow money to
finance the rescue package.
The banks themselves can’t
borrow money, because inv
estors worry whether they will
be able to pay it back.
That’s why the government
BBC has to step in. The Federal
Reserve and Treasury have assets, such as
Treasury securities, that they can sell to
investors to make up any shortfall. If,
however, investors lose faith in the credit
of the U.S. government and hesitate to buy
these securities, the government will have
to increase the interest paid on them as an
incentive. This would raise the cost of
debt and the government may have to
raise taxes in order to finance it. Whether
it will have to do that depends on how
long the crisis lasts.
There is also hope that the equity stake
the government has taken in major banks
will also lessen the burden on American
taxpayers by yielding large returns on the
government’s shares.
How will this affect my post-graduate plans?

The credit freeze does not apply to lend
ing only between banks; it makes it much
more difficult for people to get loans as
well. Since you now need a pretty much
sterling credit rating to get a loan, it will be
more difficult to obtain money for a car, a
home, or for your education. If there are
few loans and little spending, the country
could fall into a deep recession (if it isn’t
already experiencing one) and the eco
nomic turmoil could permeate many more
aspects of everyday living. Plus, with 80
per cent of states reporting job josses in the
last quarter, entering the job market will be
a more difficult task.
Sources: The Associated Press, BBC, The
Economist, Federal Reserve, Reuters, The Wall
Street Journal, The Washington Post, White
House press releases
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Global Market Turmoil

Mary Kate Nevin ’09, World Editor

"-----------------------------------------------------------

The size and nature of this
market create a potential for
systemic risk to the nation’s
financial markets.
Brooksley E. Born, chair of the
Commodity Futures Trading
Commission from 1996-1999
------------------------------------ "
"-------------------------------------

Some investors forgot the
golden rule of financing:
‘Don’t buy things that you
don’t understand.’
Hector Sants, chief executive of
Financial Security Assistance,
on February 27, 2008
------------------------------------- "

"------------------------------------

In Their
Own Words...
"-----------------------------------------------------------

Regulation of derivatives
transactions that are
privately negotiated by pro
fessionals is unnecessary.
Alan Greenspan, chairman of
the Federal Reserve Board
from 1987-2006
------------------------------------ "

I guess if I had to do it over
again, I certainly would
have pushed for some way
to give greater transparency.

BBC

London Interbank-Offered Rate (Libor)
The rate at which international banks lend to
one another. A rising Libor suggests that
banks are hoarding cash and afraid to lend to
each other. Many other rates, such as those on
adjustable-rate mortgages, are tied to this
rate; in total, the Libor determines about $360
trillion worth of financial products.
Liquidity
Convertibility into cash.
Money-market
mutual fund
A mutual fund
that invests exclu
sively in short
term debt such as
Treasury
bills,
certificates
of
deposit, or com
mercial paper, and
is generally view
ed as a safe dep
osit. The govern
ment has acted to
bolster their safe
ty even more in
recent weeks.
Mortgage
A loan secured
by property and
categorized
in
terms of its riskiness: Prime, or
Jumbo, which carries a benchmark inter
est rate and is given to the most credit
worthy borrowers; Alternative-A (AltA), which covers a variety of loans more
risky than prime but less risky than sub
prime; and sub-prime, used by borrow
ers with tarnished credit histories. The
interest on these loans can be fixed or
adjustable after a certain period.
Mortgage-backed securities
Made up of mortgage debt or a collection
of mortgages. These securities, which pro
vide a cash flow based on the principal and
interest payments of the mortgages that
compose them, were long seen as a rela
tively safe way to earn high returns;
recently, however, mortgage defaults and
foreclosures sharply raised their risk.
Nationalization
The act of bringing an industry or assets
under state control.
Rating
Bonds are rated according to the ability of
the company or government that issued
them to repay their debts. Ratings range
from AAA, the safest, down to D, which
signifies default.
Recapitalization
To inject fresh money into a firm, thereby

How the biggest market upheaval
since the Great Depression unfolded.

2001
In the aftermath of the bursting of the
Arthur Levitt Jr., chairman of
technology bubble, the U.S. Federal
the Securities and Exchange
Reserve lowers its interest rate from 6.5%
Commission from 1993-2001
down to 1% over two years in order to
minimize the economic damage. Long
term interest rates also decrease due to
demand for U.S. securities.
I have a deep sense of shock strengthened
2002
at how deeply our successful
Wall Street begins to package mort
industry has . . . been hit by gages and other consumer debt into pen
sion funds, hedge funds, and other securi
these unprecedented
ties in order to reduce and disperse risk.
funding market conditions.
October 2002
Lower borrowing costs coupled with the
Steven Crawshaw, chairman of
emergence of riskier loans increase the
the Council for Mortgage
demand for houses, causing prices to rise
Lenders, on April 11, 2008
sharply. From 2000 to 2006, housing val
ues will nearly double.
2004-2006
U.S. interest rates rise from 1% to 5.25%.
The housing market begins to suffer as
prices begin to fall and mortgage defaults
reducing its debts. The U.S. government rise. Defaults on sub-prime loans reach
recapitalized nine major banks last week.
record levels; simultaneously, the amount of
Recession
risky loans being administered peaks.
A period of negative economic growth.
April 2007
Securities lending
New Century Financial, one of the
A situation in which one broker or dealer country’s biggest sub-prime lenders, files
lends a security to another for a fee. This for bankruptcy, drawing attention to the
is the process that allows short selling.
rise in mortgage defaults.
Securitization
June 2007
The practice of bundling mortgage loans,
Bear Stearns pledges billions of dol
credit card debt, or other assets together lars to rescue one of its collapsing hedge
into securities that can be traded on global funds, which had made bad bets on sup
markets, and then selling ownership stakes prime mortgages. Despite its efforts, the
fund collapses.
to investors.
August 2007
Security
The credit crisis truly begins to manifest
A contract that can be valued and traded.
Examples include stocks, bonds, and itself. Defaults are rising, real estate prices
are falling, and the value of mortgage
mortgage debt.
securities falls rapidly. Investors start to
Short selling
A technique in which investors borrow leave the market.
BNP Paribas, a French investment bank,
shares in a company from a broker and sell
them, hoping to buy them back later at a suspends three of its funds because of
lower price and pocket the difference. exposure to the U.S. mortgage market, cit
Short selling is ing a “complete evaporation of liquitdity.”
a bet that a It is the clearest sign yet that banks are
stock’s price hesitating to do business with each other.
will fall. The German regional bank Sachsen LandesSecurities and bank is also bought out, facing collapse
Exchange after investing in the sub-prime market.
Commission Countrywide Financial begins to draw
temporarily from its credit lines, unsure of the values
banned short of the home loans it has made.
selling in near
At this point, U.S. and other central
ly 1,000 finan banks begin to intervene.
cial companies September 2007
British mortgage lender Northern Rock
in September,
saying sharp is bailed out by the Bank of England
declines in tho because it is unable to raise funding. It
se stocks had becomes clearer that the U.S. sub-prime
eroded confi contagion is spreading to other countries.
dence in the Hoping to restore market calm, the U.S.
companies.
Federal Reserve begins a series of interest
Stagflation
rate cuts.
The combina October 2007
tion of stagnaChief executives of banking giants
-tion;
tion
inflaUBS,and
Citigroup,
and Merrill Lynch step
an econo down after their companies suffer huge
my that is not growing while prices con write-downs due to exposure to bad debt.
March 2008
tinue to rise.
Sub-prime mortgages
In its biggest intervention yet, the
A loan made to a borrower who is consid Federal Reserve offers $200 billion to
ered risky. That can mean the borrower banks in order to improve liquidity. The
has a poor credit rating, low or unpre following week, the value of Bear Steams,
dictable income, or other factors that Wall Street’s fifth-largest bank, plummets
makes him or her more likely to default. because of sub-prime-related losses. It is
Interest rates are higher than for prime sold to JP Morgan for $2 a share.
loans to compensate the lender for the July 2008
U.S. mortgage lender IndyMac is seized
extra risk.
by federal regulators. It is the first major
Treasury bill-Eurodollar (TED) spread
The difference between three-month U.S. bank to close its doors since the onset of
Treasury bill and three-month eurodollar the mortgage crisis. Congress passes a
new bill giving the Treasury more power
(Libor) interest rates. It is an indicator of to invest in Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac,
perceived credit risk in the general econo America’s two largest lenders whose
my; when the TED spread increases, it is a shares had fallen sharply.
sign that lenders believe the risk of default September-October 2008
on interbank loans is increasing.
As losses continue to rise, it is more dif
ficult for firms to raise capital and investor
Toxic debts
Debts that are unlikely to be repaid. A confidence sinks. Banks, hesitating to lend
major component of the government’s res to each other, tighten lending standards,
which only leads to a self-perpetuating
cue plan is buying up such toxic debts.
cycle. Global governments set up rescue
Sources: The Associated Press, BBC, Capital packages as major firms fail and markets
Markets Glossary, Investopedia, The New York around the world begin to crash.
Times, Reuters, The Washington Post
Sources: BBC, The New York Times

Translating the Crisis: A Glossary of Terms
Bear market
A market in which prices are falling and
investors, hoping to avoid losses, sell even
more. This downward spiral can be a type
of self-fulfilling prophecy.
Bull market
A market in which prices are rising and
investor confidence is high.
Chapter 11
Bankruptcy protection in the United
States. Chapter 11 postpones a debtor’s
obligations to its creditors and gives it
time to reorganize its debts and assets.
Collateralized debt obligations (CDOs)
An unregulated financial tool that groups
individual loans, bonds, or assets in a port
folio that can then be traded. CDOs typi
cally attract a stronger credit rating than
individual assets since risk is more diver
sified; however, if the performance of
some assets fall, so does its enitre value. In
the current crisis, many CDOs included
derivatives that were based on mortgages,
and as housing prices plunged, so did the
value of the CDOs.
Commercial paper
An unsecured, short-term loan issued by
a corporation; it is not usually backed
by collateral.
Credit crunch
The situation created when banks, uncer
tain about the value of each other’s assets,
hugely reduce their lending to each other.
This in turn results in loans and mortgages
becoming much more expensive and diffi
cult for ordinary people to obtain.
Credit default swap
Designed to transfer credit risk; Insurance
that promises payment to investors in
mortgage securities and other bonds if the
borrower defaults. The credit default swap
market, estimated at more than $62 tril
lion, is unregulated and prone to poor doc
umentations, and this lack of transparency
has been blamed for fanning the crisis.
Debt
The money that a company or individual
owes a creditor, most often through loans
or bonds.
Derivatives
A financial instrument whose value depends
on its underlying assets, such as mortgages,
stock, or any tradable commodities. Deriv
atives can be used to hedge risks but can
also produce steep losses if the value of their
underlying assets fall. Credit default swaps
are one form of derivative. So are stock
futures. Derivatives are a way to invest in a
product or security without actually having
to own it
FDIC
The Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation,
the government agency that provides deposit
insurance of checking and savings deposits
in banks and thrifts. The FDIC has temporar
ily raised the maximum amount it will repay
depositors from $100,000 to $250,000 in cases
where bank or savings and loans fail. These
extended limits are set to expire in 2009.
Federal funds rate
The interest rate at which banks make
overnight Joans to each other through the
Federal Reserve. It is the Fed’s primary
tool for controlling the supply of money in
the economy.
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Canada: Elections Reveal More of the Same
Elections in Canada last Wednesday, Oct. 15, have
produced the third minority government the country has
seen in four years, according to BBC News.
Stephen Harper will again lead the Conservatives
in the next government; however it will again be
dependent upon support of the primary opposition,
the Liberals. Despite more seats gained by the
Conservative party, it is still 11 seats shy of a major
ity, while the Liberals saw their share of the govern
ment drop by 19 seats.
According to political scientist Gerry Baier from
the University of British Columbia, “The prime
minister does not have a majority, but he may act as
though he has one because the Liberals are not real
ly in a position to fight another election campaign.”
Harper’s campaign was dominated by the global
financial crisis, despite the fact that Canada has been
less affected by the crisis than many other nations,
with Canadian banks rated highly and the country
posting record gains in employment last month.
Harper’s ratings, however, have slid recently amid
widespread criticism that he does not understand the
financial crisis and has no plan to deal with it.

France: France Unveils New Crisis Plan
According to the BBC, the French govern
ment announced on Monday, Oct. 20, that it will
inject €10.5 billion, approximately $14 billion,
into the country’s six largest banks. This move
is aimed primarily at both restoring confidence
and liquidity to the French banks, as it follows
similar moves made by other governments
throughout Europe.
The announcement, which was made by
Finance Minister Christine Lagarde, will give
France’s largest bank, Credit Agricole, €3 bil
lion, while BNP Paribas will receive roughly
€2.55 billion.
Lagarde argued that the move was to ensure
that banks are “able to finance the economy cor
rectly.” According to her, the banks simply need
to increase their equity capital, which will
enable them to give more loans to both compa
nies and individuals.
President Nicolas Sarkozky has promised that
no French bank will be allowed to collapse and
that French savers “will not lose a single euro.”

United States: Paul Krugman Receives
Nobel Prize in Economics
On Oct. 13,2008, it was announced that Princeton
economist Paul Krugman would receive the Nobel
Prize in Economics. Krugman formulated a new the
ory that deals with patterns of trade and location,
such as the effects of free trade and globalization.
He has integrated the disparate research fields of
international trade and economic geography.
Krugman’s approach is based on the premise that
many goods and services can be produced more
cheaply in a long series, or the idea of economies of
scale. Since consumers demand a varied supply of
goods, small-scale production for a local market is
replaced by a large-scale production for the world
market, and firms compete with one another for sim
ilar products.
Krugman received his B.A. from Yale
University in 1974 and his Ph.D. from MIT in
1977. He has taught at Yale, MIT and Stanford,
becoming the Ford International Professor of
Economics at MIT. Presently, he teaches econom
ics at Princeton University and writes a twiceweekly column and regular blogs for The New York
Times. He is also the author or editor of 20 books
and more than 200 papers in professional journals
and edited volumes. He specializes largely in
international trade and finance, and is one of the
founders of the “new trade theory.”

United States: Hollywood Hit by the Economy
Paramount Pictures recently decided to delay
two major holiday films, one of which was Oscar
worthy. This could be an early sign that Hollywood
may be feeling the backlash of the recent econom
ic downturn.
Paramount announced last week that it would
delay the movie, The Soloist, which is about a home
less violin player in Los Angeles and the newspaper
columnist who intervenes in his life. The movie,
originally set to be out in November, is to be pushed
back until next March. Another movie, Defiance, a
war picture starring Daniel Craig, is to be delayed
until the end of 2008, meaning the film won’t be
released until January.
Paramount announced these delays as part of a
new business strategy in which it is cutting costs by
reducing the number of films released each year
from about 25 to 20. Paramount is hoping to put off
most of the cost of marketing and distributing until
next year.
The film industry, once argued to be recession
proof, is now preparing for the impact of the current
economic failure.
Cuba: Massive Oil Reserves Claimed By Cuba;
Previous Estimates More Than Doubled
State-owned Cuban oil company, Cubapetroleo,
revealed late last week that the country may actually
have more than 20 billion barrels of oil in its off
shore fields, more than doubling its previous esti
mates, according to the BBC. As a result of these
significant findings, Cubapetroleo’s exploration
manager, Rafael Tenreyro Perez, said that drilling in
the offshore wells would probably begin as early as
the middle of 2009.
The company’s estimates are based on certain
comparisons to other known oil reserves found with
in similar geographical structures off the coasts of
both the United States and Mexico. Specifically, the
company believes that the country has oceanic geol
ogy similar to that surrounding Mexico’s Cantarell
and Poza Rica oil fields in the Bay of Campeche.
Cuba currently produces roughly 60,000 barrels of
oil a day, and such reserves would place Cuba
among the top 20 oil producing nations. If the com
pany’s estimates are correct, Cuba’s oil reserves
would be almost the same as those of the United
States—21 billion barrels according to Oil and Gas
Journal. These findings could generate unprecedent
ed wealth for the Communist-run state.

by Jenny Arvanaghi
Kieran Whelan

’10 and
’09

Middle East
Iraq: Iraqis Stage Anti-U.S. Rally
Iraqis staged a mass demonstration in
Bagdad on Saturday, Oct. 18, in protest
against plans to extend the U.S. mandate in
Iraq, according to the BBC. Around 50,000
Shias, mainly young men, marched on the
suburb of Sadr City towards the center of
Bagdad, chanting slogans such as “Get out
occupier!”
Moqtada Sadr, the very popular Iraqi the
ologian, political leader and militia command
er, is believed to have many supporters who
took part in the rally. According to BBC’s Jim
Muir, Sadr’s militant opposition to the U.S.
presence in Iraq has very strong support
among many Shias; this rally being a physical
demonstration of that support.
For more information on the draft agreement
that incited these protests, please see ‘Iraq on
Verge of Deal on United States’ Presence on
page 11.
Saudi Arabia: Terror Trials Held
for Hundreds
According to Interior Minister Prince Nayef
bin Abdul Aziz, Saudi Arabia has laid charges
against 991 suspected al-Qaeda militants, the
BBC reported Tuesday, Oct. 21.
The Interior Minister said that the author
ities had started to “bring the suspects before
the judiciary;” however, he gave no details
of trial dates, specific charges or the identi
ties of suspects.
He said that 164 people had died in militant
attacks since 2003, ana that “in the past few
years the kingdom has been the target of an
organized terrorist campaign linked to net
works of strife and sedition overseas.”
Prince Nayef also argued that the campaign
was linked directly to al-Qaeda.
Militants have been responsible for more
than 30 different attacks in the conservative
Muslim kingdom since 2003, while another
160 attacks were foiled. The U.S.-based
group Human Rights Watch had requested
authorization to send various observers to
the trials, arguing that Saudi Arabia has held
3,000 suspected militants in detention facili
ties for years without charge or proper
access to legal counsel.

Asia
North Korea: Steps Toward Proliferation Reversed
North Korea has recently reversed the
steps it had been taking to restart its
Yongbyon plant, which is the main site of its
controversial nuclear program. North Korea
had placed seals on its nuclear equipment and
reinstalled surveillance devices that now
have been put back.
United States State Department Spokesman
Sean McCormack commented on the progress
of North Korea: “All the seals are back on, the
surveillance equipment is back, reinstalled,
and the equipment that had been removed is
back where it had been.”
Pyongyang had said last month that it would
take steps to restore the Yongbyon reactor to
plutonium production if North Korea was not
removed from the U.S.’ blacklist of countries
sponsoring terrorism. Its policy reversal
occurred just days after the U.S. removed it
from the list.
This removal was due in part to a dispute
that occurred when the North barred inspec
tors from the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA). On Tuesday, Oct. 14, North
Korea allowed the IAEA monitors back to
Yongbyon.
In 2006, North Korea had tested an atomic
bomb, but many nations were adamantly
against this nuclear activity, including the
U.S., China, Japan, Russia.

Greece: Striking Workers Put Country At A Standstill
Hundreds of thousands of air traffic, urban trans
port, and public service workers in Greece walked
out on strike on Tuesday, Oct. 21, believed to have
been called by two unions representing nearly 2.5
million people, according to the BBC.
Government plans eliminating most early retire
ment schemes, merging pension funds and capping
auxiliary pensions are believed to have provoked
the series of nationwide strikes. Although most ral
lies Athens, Greece’s capital, were peaceful, a
small group of protestors did throw stones at
police, who were forced to fire tear gas.
Two other marches went through Athens dis
playing opposition to the 2009 draft budget,
which is set to go before parliament this week.
Greek workers take issue with the €28 billion
European rescue response to the global financial
crisis; one banner read, “Not one euro to support
the capitalists!”

Africa
Botswana: Former Botswana President
Receives Five-Million-Dollar Prize
Former President Festus Mogae of Botswana
won a $5 million prize to encourage good gover
nance in Africa, after serving two successful
terms in office. Former U.N. Secretary General
Kofi Annan announced the prize, praising Mogae
for his effort in tackling the AIDS pandemic
which has devastated the country.
The Ibrahim Prize is one of the most valuable
individual prizes in the world and was set up by
Sudanese entrepreneur Mo Ibrahim. Mr. Mogae,
age 69, also will receive $200,000 a year for the
rest of his life.
Botswana is one of Africa’s most stable coun
tries. It has never had a coup and has always had
regular multi-party elections since its independ
ence in 1966. Mogae spoke to BBC about his
term as president, saying, “I did not create the
democracy in my country. I consolidated it, deep
ened it by practiced, accountable governance,
respect of the rule of law, independence of the
courts, respect for human rights, including
women’s rights.”
Mogae was able to make Botswana the first
sub-Saharan African country where anti-retroviral
drugs are available for HIV/AIDS. Annan spoke
about Mogae’s success as the leader of Botswana,
saying, “President Mogae’s outstanding leader
ship has ensured Botswana’s continued stability
ana prosperity in the face of an HIV/AIDS pan
demic which threatened the future of his country
and people.”
Kenya: Annan Wants Tribunal in Kenya
Former U.N. Secretary General Kofi Annan has
urged the Kenyan government to set up a tribunal
for people accused of involvement in violence after
last year’s elections. About 1,500 people were
killed and about 300,000 fled their homes after the
opposition leader Raila Odinga believed he had
been cheated of victoy by President Mwai Kibaki.
Creating a tribunal was the central idea of a
commission headed by a senior judge, Philip
Waki, who submitted a report last week. It was
found by the commission that politicians on both
sides had stirred up this violence. Also, police
had used excessive force against protesters.
The commission gave Annan a sealed enve
lope containing the names of suspects which he
said he would pass on to prosecutors at the
appropriate time.
‘I think it is important that the government acts
on it,” Annan told the BBC. “The victims demand
justice too. The tendency sometimes to protect the
perpetrators for the sake of peace doesn’t help soci
ety. Impunity should not be allowed to stand.”
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Student Art Show Unveils Colorful Works of the College
John Mango ’10
A&E Asst. Editor

by

I'm going to level with you here. I did
n’t realize Studio Art was a major until
early this year. I didn't realize we had stu
dios. In fact, I thought studios only existed
in doped-up bricked-out coiners of N.Y.
Wow, was I ignorant. But my dunce-like
stature has been a blessing. I was surprised
when I saw the student gallery showing, in
a good way. Now I believe in upholding
journalistic integrity (cynics, snort here) so
I'll be honest, none of the pieces were "life
changing" or whatever that burnt-out
expression means, but Sweet Mary do we
have some talented students on campus.
I'm not going to bore you with campy,
artistic
interpreta
tions of the
pieces
I
saw. I feel
these
young
artists have
a lot to say
both about
and
through
their work,
and I don't
want my
vacant
musings to
cloud that,
PAUL EL-HASHEM'12

instead let’s try an overview, a few high
lights to whet your appetite (of course
everything there was worth viewing, I
found these particularly striking). Clare
Brewka’s ’09 abstract etchings are formed
chaos, squiggles that punched you with
their other-worldliness. Awesome. The
photography of Matt Longobardi ’10,
Kelly Philips ’ll, and Meghan O'Neill ’12
moves beyond cliche black and white
sappy, or overdone washed out color with
each photographer's close attention to the
detail of their subjects, every photo is an
original perspective. The sketching of
Siobhan Curran TO (a biology major, jar
ringly enough) and Mike Gonda ’ll are
sparse, and from that, filled with life.
Unafraid of color, gobs of splashing rip
ping color, is the precociously prolific
Alex Vitti ’ 12. This kid is everywhere. And
it is not a bad thing. Alex, if you read this,
The Cowl office could use some color if
you ever have a little free time. Even PC's
beloved Ray Hall (yes, the basketball play
er Ray Hall) makes his debut with his pop
culture compilations.
I was deeply
impressed with the work of Paul ElHashem ’12, whose work betrayed an
established artistic voice, and heck, one of
his pieces might just be too scrumptiously
risque for our quick-blushing campus. I
really hope these kids keep it coming,
because there is quite a bit of promise
packed into the Hunt-Cavanaugh gallery at
the moment.
It’s a little more difficult to deeply
appreciate a piece of art when its crowded

by
other
pieces
aching to be
seen.
I
mean, an art
gallery is an
ADHD suf
ferer’s spas
tic
play
ground, but
the surpris
ing intensi
ty shown
here,
the
fact
that
students,
plain
old
liberal arts
and science
majors like
you and I are producing intensely thought
ful pieces. There’s stuff worth seeing down
there. It's not surprising the showing isn't
leviathan in proportions. Not with RISD
breathing down our necks. But the modest
showing is pleasure-packed, like a pack of
Fruit Stripe gum. Now, I came here mostly
for Civ, but also for the community feel. I
liked the idea that when I walked across
campus, I was treading ground knit by sin
cere classmates. And in the larger sense of
things I haven’t been disappointed, but
being nice to one another, holding doors,
smiling at strangers, screaming in Louie’s,
all of this only goes so far. I'm happy to see
my academic colleagues be productive,
and I feel this is something we should all
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support. I understand I’m being preten
tious, and no one wishes to be preached at,
but unfortunately I’m not quite sure of any
better way to go about it. Providence
College has talent, in the arts, definitely,
but everywhere else as well. Support these
artists. Simply appreciating what they've
done might be good for everyone. And tell
the lunch ladies they’re doing a good job
too. And the Hurley workers. Er, sorry,
power trip for a moment there.
Unfortunately, by the time you read this
you’ll have one day to check out H-C. So
do the whole place a favor and take a stroll
down there. Dore needs the foot traffic. It’s
a lonely, lonely building. ‘Til next time
girls and gents.

The Low Down on Down Town
The Stomping Grounds of Providence’s Collegians
by

Lindsay Sheehan ’ll
A&E Staff

“So what are you doing tonight?”
My mission this week was to figure out
what other college students in our area are
up to. Maybe it will inspire you to jump out
of the PC bubble and explore a sketchy club,
classy art exhibit, or drink tea on Fridays.
J-WU
“Uh ... the mall and movies,” was the
main response I got from students around
the Johnson and Wales Campus in down
town Providence. Hm, okay, how am I
going to expand that reply into 100 words?
The Office of Student Affairs was my
answer. The O.S.A. is the equivalent of our
S.A.I.L. office and releases information to
students via web about events on campus.
Greek life comprises 3% of the student
body; However, these groups host most
gatherings. J-dubs’ “Midnight Madness”
(which is exactly like our “Late Night
Madness” but not as cool, obviously) was
attended by 1,300 students last fall, mak
ing it the most successful school activity.
The Greek organizations host a tailgate
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before the pseudo pep-rally, unfortunately
it is not like Animal House (kegs, naked
people, etc.). The tailgate = free food and
not the former. The school also hosts a
homecoming parade in early October each
year. A representative in the Office of
Student Activities explained that it is hard
to get a lot of students to participate in
school-sponsored activities because they
are competing with the city of Providence.
On weekends, J.W. students crowd the
club scene (don’t lie, we have all experi
enced the J-Wu clubs, and I’m sure each of
us has our own impression). Junior, Katie
V. and Saranika V. said Element, Club
Hell, and Roxy are popular among their
peers. Overall, when asked what one does
with their free time or for amusement, the
consensus was “we kinda’ chill” -J.W. stu
dent.
R.I.S.D.
Okay, so that was enlightening. R.I.S.D.!
Woo! The Carr Haus is a main student
center on campus that serves as a cafe,
S.A.I.L.-type office, community space,
and naturally, a student art gallery. It is
exclusive for R.I.S.D. students, so I
played “prospective student” for a
couple hours to get the password
to all the buildings on campus (lit
tle did they know that I planned
on exploiting their school... just
kidding). Actually, in the words of
Alexander Gard-Murray, a current
senior at Brown, “The difference
between a R.I.S.D. and Brown
student is that R.I.S.D. kids have
more work, but they can do it in
front of the TV.” So when I
stopped random students on the
campus, a general reaction was
something along the lines of “I
eat, sleep, and go to the studio,”

with the occasional cafe
break. In other words,
unlike the J.W. student, a
club isn’t really a R.I.S.D.
preference
but
rather
ahouse party or small gath
erings at an art exhibit is
more suitable. The social
scene is on Thursday nights
at student art gallery open
ings; these shin-digs are
attended by most of the stu
dents’ peers and cater free
food and beverages. Classy.
Cocktail, anyone?
Something cool the school hosts each
fall is the Artist Ball, which, at first, I
thought was a regular Halloween dance,
but is rather an artistic runway competition.
Instead of dressing up as a promiscuous
nun or Steve Irwin (he’s dead, stop teasing
everybody), R.I.S.D. students compete at a
national level for the most creative costume
and have won the past couple of years. As
far as activities go on campus, most seem
to be so involved with their studios that
extracurricular are less stressed. One club
that was mentioned, however, was Dance
Church, a freestyle dance class every
Sunday in the Tap Room.
Brown
Over the R.I.S.D. hill is Brown, the
school we try to forget about because they
are ranked higher by U.S. Newsweek.
Damn. Not really. The students were truly
friendly. I found that there is not anything
“typical” about a Brown student. One of
the Brown quads had various tables set up
with activities and was occupied by stu
dents socializing and studying. A senior
boy at the “learn how to make pottery”
table explained how he spends his free
time with the Literary Club and looks for

ward to their tea socials every Friday. Just
across the quad, a junior student talked
about his band playing at the
“Underground,” an on-campus venue sim
ilar to McPhail’s. Then I ran into a female
sophomore who was on her way to a lec
ture on nicotine filters.
Some other events that students attend
include more lectures, concerts, intramu
rals, improv-club, apartment parties, fra
ternity parties on Saturday nights, Fish-Co
on Wednesdays, Spats (a restaurant on
Thayer Street), the GCB (an on-campus
bar that most grad students go to) and
events sponsored by the various clubs
My intention in writing this article was
not to diminish the extracurricular/social
scene of P.C., but rather to give you a per
spective on what other students in our area
are doing. We all need a break from the
P.C. bubble once in a while, so switch
things up and maybe host a tailgate, go to
an art gallery, or check out a new restaurant/bar on Thayer Street. Or just crash one
of their venues, which is completely legit
imate. But remember, as you’re flirting
with a future Brown doctor, the one thing
these colleges will never compete with is
our sense of community.
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A Presidential Flop
A Movie Almost as Terrible as the Administration
C.W. Tompkins ’09
A&E Asst. Editor

by

We were all really pulling for Oliver
Stone on this one, folks. W. could have been
a redemptive piece of satirical genius from
one of America's favorite directors and ten
years ago (perhaps
MOVIE
before World Trade
REVIEW
Center and Alexander),
Stone would have been
the best man for the job. The same director
who tackled the presidency of Richard
Nixon and the death of JFK in stories that,
though not one hundred percent true, were
fantastically told. I instantly assumed he
could produce magic when dealing with
arguably America's most hated public figure
since Strom Thurmond.
I don’t know whether Stone had some
kind of bond with the man when they were
back at Yale together in the ’60s or
whether the timing was just bad for such a
film, but W. is one of the most flaccid
pieces of cinema I have seen since
Bewitched. The whole experi-

dreamlike in its hazy lack of plot depth and his easily injured emotions contribute to
the facelessness or creepiness of some of an arrogance and need for acceptance.
the characters that populated the screen— The thing that makes him such a despi
characters we sort of know, people who cable character however is that he does
could only benefit from some interesting n't have that Willie Stark-esque charm
and intelligence. So it becomes impossi
or funny depth or idiosyncrasy.
The story is incredibly worn-out, fol ble to feel either hate or love for the man
lowing George W. Bush (Josh Brolin) as (that is not say that we can't hate our
he frolics through the outfield of Ranger's selves for electing him... twice). He is
Ballpark in Arlington Texas. Immediately rendered a limp creature that doesn’t
we are introduced to a man that craves ring true and isn't presented as satirical
attention and acceptance as W. imagines a ly funny.
Though there is a lot of opportunity
roaring crowd. We then move into the
Oval Office where the prez meets with all for humor in this film. Stone misses
the major players of his first term. Each every chance. When you have Rob
member of the cabinet is played by at least Corddry playing Press Secretary Ari
a recognizable actor and it is quite novel Fleischer and Elizabeth Banks playing
for the first 15 minutes of the movie as Laura you have to use those two outlets
they try to decide what to call the Iraq mil for some biting satire. Instead they are
itary operation and get lost on Bush's devoting stick figures that fade into the
property somewhere near Crawford, shadows. I will say that Thandie
Texas. But that wears off quickly and the Newton's performance as Condoleezza
viewer realizes how unfunny it can be Rice is eerie and grabbing. Behind some
when every character on screen is deliver minimal makeup Newton is able to Hopefully this movie won’t be as much of a
display various tics and voices that waste of money for Touchstone Pictures as
ing a deadpan performance.
From there we go to Bushy's youth were enchanting in their strangeness. say, a $700 billion bailout.
where we are given the worst plotline of Every time she was on screen it was
all. Enter Poppy Bush and everything falls impossible to take your eyes off her. It wardness of a press conference, inducing
apart. What could be worse than applying became somewhat of a distraction. Richard sympathy that we might feel for a twoa sappy, “Daddy didn’t love me” element Dreyfus plays an insane and evil Dick legged dog.
All in all W. does not walk with the
to a movie like this? Stone expects the Cheney which I wished rubbed off more
swagger
of its title character. It doesn t
on
Scott
Glenn
’
s
rendition
of
ole
audience to believe that this is where
Dubbya got his extreme will to power. It “Rummy.” Brolin as our fearless leader did have the guts that we would expect to
almost seems like a Don Quixote-meets- an okay job with what he was working counter the size of Bush s balls. But I
Hamlet type of mess that does not make with, although at times it sounded like he guess when you have balls that big it s hard
any sense and does not lend to the audi was quoting Bush rather than playing him. to stack anything next to them without
There is an excellent scene in which he is making that thing look shameful.
ence feeling any sympathy at all.
We are suppose to believe that the life asked by a reporter, “what he would do dif
less George senior's stiffness ruins W and ferent,” in which Brolin captures the awk- GRADE: C-

GUESS WHO’S BACK,
BACK AGAIN

The
Brews
in Finer
Life:

Oktoberfest Edition

Get Ready to Lose Yourself in
the Music, the Moment
producing, but last month he mentioned
that he is banging out a bunch of tracks.
On the radio station Shade 45, Eminem
Dear Slim, you still ain’t called or confirmed that he and Dr. Dre have been
wrote, I hope you have the chance...Two working on the new album down in
words took over my vocabulary this Florida for a month now, and the record
weekend and it was not Friar Fanatic or (announced to be called Relapse) will be
Midnight Madness, it was “HE’S out before the year is over.
BACK!” Slim Shady, Marshall Mathers,
The new freestyle called “Relapse” has
Eminem, whatever you want to call him, been played over and over on my comput
he’s back. Rumors of a comeback have er and has got my hood blood boiling. It’s
been around for a couple of weeks now, a two-minute freestyle about drugs and
whether he was producing, recording, in Jason from Friday the 13th. Typical Slim,
rehab, or just chillin’ out maxin’ relaxin’ rapping about killing blondes and taking
all cool. Last Wednesday a sample of his Xanax, but it could not be a better way to
new work was put out on www.all- come back into the scene. The words flow
hiphop.com and can
to a sick new
now be found on
creepy beat that
YouTube.
somehow
fits
Marshall had his
with the lyrics
platinum records and
about strangling
his hits, but since 2004
babies and pitch
he did not have any
forking a cheer
new releases. From
leader.
the Slim Shady LP,
So the man, the
released in 1999, to
myth, the legend
Encore, released in
is finally back. It
2004, he has not dis
was a while
appointed until he
since I got my
stopped spittin’ fire. Marshal Mathers relapses back into the
fill of good old
In 2000 he even had studio
clean rap about
the fastest selling hip
killing spouses,
hop album ever at the time (The Marshall taking drugs, and hating your mother.
Mathers LP). He released a compilation Slim is finally back, he’s finally back, he’s
of his greatest hits in 2005, but those back...I know it might seem like I keep
albums never count. Well he’s back na- saying this to fill my article, but really, I
na-na-na-na-na-na-na-na, and no matter just can’t stop saying it. He’s back, and he
how many fish in the sea, it’ll be so is~ ready to scare all you cheerleaders,
mothers, and Britney Spears lovers. So get
empty, without him.
After a four-year hiatus, Slim has been on your Macs, get on Safari, open up
on radio shows talking about his recent another tab so you Facebooks are still up,
news. He stated last September that he and YouTube Eminem’s Relapse, and
had no intentions of recording anything enjoy the amazing return of the greatest
and he was just working with friends and white rapper.
by

Nahuel Fanjul ’ll
A&E Staff

CW Tompkins ’09
A&E Asst. Editor

by

by

Annmarie Granstrand ’09
A&E Editor

The German festival of drink may be
long over. Tents over Munich and Bavarian
squares came down nearly two weeks ago
and though you can’t get a dimpled steins
filled with black sludge around here some
local American breweries are still rolling
out the seasonal goods in bulk. So if you
find it difficult to find your Steinamalzen,
Rauchtenburger, Spaten und...und...und
Becks? Ja und Becks, or you just want to
try something new, your faithful A&E edi
tors will give you the rundown on some of
our local favorites.
In a very comfortable setting, surround
ed by friends and hookah, my fearless
leader, Ms. Granstrand, and I sampled
some really great and some not so great
Oktoberfest brews that we each got in a
mix-a-six at Nikki’s. They have a whole
section of individually wrapped fall beers
that you can jumble.
Newport Storm: The Oktoberfest put
out by this perennial college favorite was
the lightest in color of all the tasted beers.
In fact everything about this beer was
really light for an Oktoberfest. The smell
was a simple hop nose and the taste was
smooth. The first thing I noticed about the
storm was that I could certainly have
many of them without getting full or sick
of the taste.
Flying Dog Dogtoberfest: This beer
was a nice surprise. The label was appar
ently designed by Ralph Stedman (of Fear
and Loathing in Las Vegas fame). It was
certainly darker than the Storm fest and the
lacing left a nice sticky web on my glass.
The hop nose was bigger as well, but it
was still reasonably smooth. Annmarie
appreciated the art most, saying, “Nice
Hunter Thompson reference, I’m driving
in high heels.”

Coney Island Freaktoberfest: Oh, it’s
red! That’s weird. The Freaktoberfest was
also a bit too fruity for a good seasonal
lager. The clear body made it look like jun
gle juice. Annmarie couldn’t get past the
creepy clown on the bottle. Bad experi
ences, I guess.
Wachusset: Upon pouring the first
thing visable was the nice medium
brown color and a perfect two-fingered
head that dissipated into a decent lacing.
This beer also sported a smooth yet
hoppy flavor at the same time and there
were also hints of copper (but in a good
way if that’s possible). The finish
noticeably sweet as well. Annmarie was
nearly speechless saying, “I’ve nothing
witty to say; it’s just good.”
Otter Creek: This Vermont-fest
poured brown and was certainly the
cloudiest of all. Neither of us really
appreciated this choice. Annmarie said,
“It’s as bitter at the horseradish on the
Seder plate. No sir, I don’t like it.”
Hooker: I think this was unexpected
ly the favorite choice of our little panel.
The Connecticut-brewed Hooker was
definitely the darkest and most hoppy
beer. Which goes to show you, less is
not always more. It was nearly a bock in
complexion. Annmarie is freezing it and
plans to skate on it in the winter and per
haps even melt it down again and drink
it in the spring.
Harpoon: Finally the Boston-based
Harpoon. This was a brew of trickery.
Appropriate for the season I suppose.
The deep dark color did not reflect the
light taste whatsoever. It seemed like
every other Harpoon I’ve had (which is
not necessarily a bad thing). Annmarie
had little to include saying, “I had stuff
in my mouth when I tried that,” and
upon cleansing the palate added,
“tastes empty, and I don’t like the per
sistent tingle. I don’t think I could
drink a whole bottle.”

20 The Cowl

Arts & Entertainment

October 23, 2008

Engdahl’s: How to Not
Make Friends in America
Why American Writers Who Keep Their Eyes on the Prize May Soon Fall into a Stupor
by

Annmarie Granstrand ’09
A&E Editor

Deemed an “author of new departures,
poetic adventures and sensual ecstasy,
explorer of humanity beyond and below the
reigning civilization,” by the Swedish
Academy’s Permanent Secretary, JeanMarie Gustave LeClezio won the 2008
Nobel Prize for Literature. In a press con
ference on Oct. 9, Secretary Engdahl hailed
LeClezio’s 40 essays, novels, and other
works as more than worthy of such a presti
gious award. Although born in France,
LeClezio can easily be considered a citizen
of the world. He has taught and written
about his experiences living in France,
North Africa, islands of the Indian Ocean
and among native Indians in Mexico.
LeClezio humbly accepted the honor
and the monetary prize (the Swedish
equivalent of 1.4 million American dol
lars), saying that he was not at all expect
ing to win. Engdahl made it clear why a
European won the famous accolade. The
New York Times reported that Engdahl
called American writers “too isolated, too
insular” and “too sensitive to trends in
their own mass culture.” An American
writer has not won since Toni Morrison
did in 1993. Engdahl’s remarks went on
to include his belief that Europe is the

“center of the literary world.”
Despite the secretary’s harsh words,
New Yorker has decided to publish
LeClezio’s work next week for the first
time. The Associate Press reported on
Oct. 20 that New Yorker’s fiction editor
Deborah Treisman’s translation of “The
Boy Who Had Never Seen the Sea” was
chosen for its language and narrative
power. Admitting that although he had
never read LeClezio’s work before he
won the award, the magazine’s editor,
David Remnick, objected to Engdahl’s
criticism or the American literary cul
ture. He commented to the British publi
cation, Guardian, of the great writers
who have been overlooked in the past.
“You would think that the permanent
secretary of an academy that pretends to
wisdom but has historically overlooked
Proust, Joyce, and Nabokov, to name just
a few non-Nobelists, would spare us the
categorical lectures.”
Op-ed columnist for The New York
Times Maureen Dowd dejectedly and
perhaps sarcastically sighed on Oct. 14:
“Literature? They’ve given up giving it
to Americans. So it’s going to have to be
the Nobel Peace Prize.” World peace
may be the most award-worthy achieve
ment, but great literature can be consid
ered a close second.

By Catherine Northington ’12
A&E Staff

Back to the Future
Directed by Robert Zemeckis

NOBELPRIZE.ORG

Above, Horace Engdahl announced
Jean-Marie Gustave LeClezio as 2008’s
winner of the Nobel Prize for
Literature. Engdahl recent criticisms of
American literature have not put him
in good standing with our nation’s liter
ary greats.

Bug Exterminates
Providence’s Black Company
Theater Thrills and Chills A&E’s Paul Perry
by

Paul Perry ’10
A&E Staff

If you’ve never seen a show by the
Providence Black Repertory Company,
go see one NOW! I saw Bug, written by
American playwright Tracy Letts, at the
Black Rep last weekend and was blown
away. As you walk into the performance
space, the first thing you will notice is
that the front half is a bar and lounge
area with a small stage behind it. The
audience has the option to sit at ground
level or above in a balcony at tables.
The atmosphere of the whole place was
so relaxed and inviting, I had trouble
leaving after the play was over.
The play itself revolves around a
woman named Agnes (Jackie Davis) and
her relationship with a nervous stranger
named Peter (Cedric Lilly). Peter and
Agnes start to see bugs on their clothes
and eventually their bodies. As the play
goes on, Peter reveals more and more
about his past as a human lab rat in gov
ernment experiments and we see how
the bugs tear these two poor souls to
pieces. The thing is, there are no bugs.
Keep reading, you’ll see.
The play opens with Agnes standing
in the doorway of her motel room smok
ing and watching the cars go by. Her
phone continues to ring but she hears
nothing but breathing when she picks up
the phone. This goes on for a while, but
the real action begins with the second
scene. From then on I was absolutely
enthralled. The second scene opens with
Agnes and her lesbian bartending best
friend R.C. (Marie Saintil) smoking
from a crack pipe, snorting cocaine, and
drinking an appalling amount of vodka.
Their conversation begins with Agnes

afraid of her ex-conex-husband whom
she fears is looking for her, but soon the
conversation changes to the boy named
Peter that R.C. brought over. Cedric
Lilly as Peter had the most brilliant per
formance of the night. He stepped
onstage and was so utterly charming and
captivating in his complete social defi
ciencies. My only, and I mean only, cri
tique of his performance was that he was
far too good looking to be that awkward.
A very entertaining and interesting
scene plays out where Agnes and Peter
get to know each other. The scene is
wonderfully contrasted with the one
after it, where a giant of a man we have
not met before casually walks out of the
bathroom the next morning. Agnes’
fears have come true: her ex-husband
Jerry Goss (Raidge) has found her. In
their conversation we discover that
Agnes and Goss had a child who was
kidnapped from a grocery store when he
was nine, and that Goss has no problem
reinforcing his words with a more phys
ical form of communication. I was
impressed how Raidge as Goss was so
smoothly and totally in control of the
situation whenever he was onstage. He
moved easily and comfortably when
everyone around him was stiff with fear.
It was a very powerful difference.
As the play continues we start to see
bloody sores emerge on the bodies of
Peter and Agnes. We see Agnes alienate
R.C. on Peter’s behalf, and we see sev
eral deaths (I won’t ruin the ending).
The thing I found most interesting was
how Agnes and Peter changed over time
and how their relationship formed. Near
the end we discover that Peter is a schiz
ophrenic with paranoid tendencies. He
changed from an awkward, sincere
stranger into someone manipulative and

Picks
of the
Week

destructive. It was in this last context
that Jackie Davis’ portrayal of Agnes
was at its best. Though starting the play
as ‘good enough’ her performance
improved every scene until a fantastic
climactic end. We see how Agnes left
her abusive and controlling ex husband
but replaced him with a different kind
of abuse and control, one that is
arguably far scarier. Agnes is brain
washed to the point that eventually she
exclaims that in this life Peter is the,
“One thing that is mine!”
The madness of Peter and Agnes was
briefly interrupted by the mysterious Dr.
Sweet, played by Bob Jaffe. He is a
doctor looking to find Peter and treat
him after escaping Dr. Sweet’s care. Dr.
Sweet’s body language and line delivery
were delightfully measured and deliber
ate to make him stand out against the
frantic madness of Agnes and Peter. It’s
ambiguous, but I think that we saw the
doctor through Agnes’s eyes, making
him much more sinister than he would
have been to someone normal.
The most notable design aspect was
the sound design. The music chosen was
very appropriate to the mood of the play
except for a few more modern, hip-hop
songs. The one sound effect that stood
out the most was this amazing helicopter
sound.
During some of Peter and
Agnes’s more paranoid moments, we
could barely hear a helicopter in the
background. By switching speakers a
bunch of times volume and motion were
simulated well. You could hear it circle
the actors, adding to their paranoia.
Bug at the Black Rep was a very
impressive, thoroughly enjoyable per
formance, and I encourage all of you to
make it to Westminster Street to see
something there very soon.

Okay, so most of us have already
seen this awesome trilogy (if you
haven't, then I'm commanding you to
stop reading Picks of the Week and
go rent/buy/somehow obtain and
watch them. Now.). Even if you have
seen these movies, don't try to tell me
that they don't stand up to repeated
viewings. Who could ever tire of see
ing Marty and Doc Brown unraveling
the mysteries of the flux capacitor
and saving the clock tower at 88
miles per hour? So take a break from
your homework, make some pop
corn, and sit down to watch some of
the greatest entertainment ever
made.

Music
Life in Cartoon
Motion
Mika
Universal/Motown Records

Midterms got you down? This album,
an eclectic group of poppy and con
tagious tunes, is the perfect sound
track for your study break jam sesh.
Mika's impressively versatile vocal
range harkens back to the soulful
and distinctive voice of Queen's
Freddie Mercury. Each song on this
album brings a distinctive flavor,
making for a funky and unique mix of
tunes. Whether you're having a
dance party or you just want a break
from that never-ending Civ reading,
try songs like "Grace Kelly", "Love
Today", or "Big Girl (You Are
Beautiful)" to get you pumped.

by Bill Bryson
In this book, American author Bill
Bryson chronicles his return to the
States after living in England for 20
years. His hilarious series of articles
recounts the difficulties he encoun
ters in re-adapting to the American
way of life. Bryson muses on all the
small things, like the absurd choices
of junk food available in American
supermarkets (which he fondly dubs
"food for the seriously obese"), and
reflects on his attempts to re
acquaint himself with American cul
ture. Pick up this or any other book
by Bryson if you're ever in need of a
laugh or a light read.
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with Claire Pevoto '10
A&E Staff

Bacaro
262 South Water Street
(401) 751-3700

As an Arts and Entertainment writer on
The Cowl, I have been fortunate enough to
eat at some pretty swanky places in the
name of food criticism. Fabulous as this is,
many fancy-pants eateries have made me
feel out of place—like I have “broke and
hungry college student” scribbled over my
face. That’s why I was so pleased with my
dining experience at Bacaro. The upscale
style was matched by a friendly and per
sonable waitstaff that made me feel right
at home (if only my home was an Italian
wine bar... if only).
Bacaro is a two-story Italian experi
ence. Walking in, I was greeted by the
enoteca (wine bar), the salumeria (literal
ly “cured meat shop”), and the cicchetteria (Italian-style tapas bar). Apparently,
Bacaro aims to cram all of Little Italy into
one room on the Providence River. On
our way to our table upstairs, we could
gaze in the salumeria case and see more
meat, cheese, and olives than Julius
Caesar himself could ever have eaten.
Every table in the restaurant has a sepa
rate salumeria and cicchetteria checklist,
so all patrons are able to order appetizers
directly from the tapas bar.
The host led us upstairs to the main
seating area, where muted neutral colors
accompany fresh, seasonal decorations—
pumpkins and autumnal candles abound
ed throughout the room. Also upstairs is
an open kitchen, where anyone desiring
dinner can witness the preparation of
many soon-to-be-delicious meals—ideal
for those awkward date situations in
which some form of distraction is needed
(“Which spices do you think he put in
that saute?” is at least slightly more stim
ulating than, “So, what’s your sign
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again?”). Fortunately, this conversation
starter was unnecessary for my dining
partner and me, so we could enjoy the
casual and calming vibe of the restaurant
from our comfy seats.
As I said, sometimes a ritzy dining
experience can make me feel like I’m
playing dress-up (and I did borrow a nice
outfit for the occasion, so this notion was
underscored). Despite the exquisite atmos
phere and the food, our waitress Kristine
was disarmingly bubbly and friendly, and
besides that, she knew her stuff. She
informed us that Bacaro’s menu changes
almost daily because they get all of their
produce from nearby Rhode Island and
Massachusetts farms. This means that not
only is the restaurant’s food seasonal, it’s
also grounded in the local economy and
sustainable. Props, Bacaro.
To start off, we ordered grilled figs in
local honey from the cicchetteria. I had

never eaten figs in non-Newton form, but
they were not disappointing. Sweet and
slightly caramelized, the figs were delight
ful but small, and whet our appetite for
dinner, a pleasant difference from many
other restaurants where the appetizer is so
heavy and large-portioned that it isn’t
unusual to feel full before dinner arrives.
In addition to the figs, complimentary
bread was served. One of the few negative
aspects of Bacaro was in the bread—it was
nice and crusty, but served cold. This
might be picky, but a restaurant as other
wise impressive as Bacaro should be able
to warm its bread.
However, this slight drawback did not
detract from dinner at all. I ordered penne
in a pumpkin and fennel sauce, a dish that
seemed too charmingly seasonal to pass
up. Out of the ordinary from typical toma
to or cheese-based sauces, but no less sat
isfying, the ambiguously sweet-yet-savory

sauce was hearty and delicious. I had no
trouble polishing off the entire bowl (and
yes, this ability is a point of pride for me).
My date had the ciopinno, which the menu
defines as a “delicate Italian braise of scal
lops, littlenecks, squid, and New
Brunswick baby shrimp & line-caught
Block Island swordfish in a San Marzano
tomato pomodoro.” I was not previously
aware that so much seafood actually exist
ed, and the small casserole dish in which
the meal was served emphasized the mar
itime bounty. Whatever a San Marzano
tomato pomodoro is, it was delicate and
impressive, with the sweetness of the
tomatoes playing center stage.
Our euphoria-inducing dinner was fol
lowed by a house-made dessert of a pear
and walnut crisp tart for two. Because the
desserts are made on-site, Kristine recom
mended we order dessert with our meal to
allow time for preparation. The tart was
tantalizingly warm and comforting. An
attractive feature was that the sweet fill
ing did not overtake the fruit, so that the
thinly sliced pears still retained their taste
and texture.
My companion enjoyed a cup of
chamomile tea with his tart, while I
ordered a straight espresso because many
people have told me that in Italy, no one
has milk in their coffee after noon.
Although the friendly staff and comfort
able surroundings at Bacaro had put me at
ease, I felt the need to maintain my sophis
ticated, worldly vibe—at least until later
that night, when I climbed into bed, wear
ing star-patterned pajamas and clutching
my stuffed Teddy, and dreamed of the
Cinderella’s Ball I had just experienced in
the guise of Bacaro.
GRADE: A

If/Then
Mom and Dad Always Told You College
Was A Place to Try New Things
by

Chris Stadolnik ’10
A&E Staff

For Your Body:
Medical studies continually tout the
beneficial chemicals found in tea
(Camellia sinensis). Tea is undoubtedly the
second most popular beverage in the
world, behind water. But there are other
herbal infusions that have pleasant tastes,
histories of cultivation nearly as notable,
significant cultural rituals of preparation
and consumption, and stimulant qualities.
One plant derivative in particular has all
of these desirable qualities and a plethora of
necessary vitamins and minerals that the
others, even tea, lack. Yerba mate (Spanish),
erva-mate (Portuguese), has been immense
ly popular on the eastern seaboard of South
America for centuries. It is considered the
national beverage of Argentina, Paraguay,
and Uruguay and is consumed nearly as
prodigiously in southern Brazil.
Yerba mate is harvested in much the
same manner as tea. The leaves are
plucked, dried, and sold as loose herb, the
most popular preparation, or in bags. Sold
loose, it is available in five major varieti es
con palo (with stems), sin palo (without
stems), suave (smooth/mild), regular, or
mixed with a variety of natural flavorings,
generally citrus or herbal plant matter. It
has a flavor similar to green tea, pleasant
ly bitter with an earthy body of subtle
smokiness (depending on the blend) and a
round mouth feel.
There are a variety of methods for the
preparation of a yerba mate beverage,
some of which include the addition of
sugar, honey, lemon, or milk. But the tradi
tional method is best for the extraction of

the healthful properties. This method
involves the use of a hollowed out gourd,
also available made from carob wood or
ceramic, and a specially designed straw, a
bombilla, with a filter tip to prevent the
imbibing of the particulates. Dried loose
yerba is placed in the gourd in a small
mound and pushed completely to one side
of the vessel. The bombilla is then inserted
and the tip buried under the base of this
mound. Hot, not boiling, water is poured
into the open recess of the gourd. Once the
yerba is completely saturated it is ready to
be consumed. The gourd may be replen
ished several times with additional water
before the yerba mate loses its flavor and
becomes “washed out” (lavado).
Yerba mate is a perfect substitute for
coffee or tea. The caffeine content is
slightly lower than coffee, 1-2 percentversus 1-2.5 percent. It is gentler on the stom
ach and contains xanthenes that relax
smooth muscle tissue.
Mate drinkers, materos, generally con
sider the imbibing of mate to be as much a
social ritual as a practical use of a benefi
cial herb. It is considered a drink of friend
ship and goodwill and intended to be
shared. The drinking rituals vary from
country to country but the most common
aspect is community. One or more gourds
are passed around a circle of friends and
replenished several times over the course
of conversation.
Yerba mate is a perfect after dinner aper
itif. It aids in digestion and relaxes both
body and mind. As with anything,
overindulgence is discouraged. Caffeine is
a drug that may cause physical dependen
cy in consumers if it is abused. Yerba mate
is available online (www.ma-tea.com) or
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locally at health and fitness specialty
stores (GNC). It is generally inexpensive.
So if you enjoy green tea and a unique cul
tural experience do as the gauchos and
have a mate. Ole!

For Your Mind:
Short fiction has been a too often neglect
ed mode of story telling in American litera
ture in the late 20th/early 21 st century. But
there are still a few modem masters of the
short story or novella who enjoy a loyal
readership and multiple printings of their
work. George Saunders is one of those spe
cial few. His three volumes of short fiction,
Pastoralia, Civilwarland in Bad Decline,
and In Persuasion Nation have earned him
critical acclaim as well as popular success.
Numerous literary critics have com
pared Saunders to Kurt Vonnegut Jr., one
of the greatest American writers of the lat
ter half of the 20th century. The compari
son is a fair one. Saunders has a similar
wit. His stories are generally dark satires
of modem existence, some of which, like
Vonnegut’s own work, possess an element
of science fiction. Saunders’ prose style is

characterized by sparseness. The stories
are by no means incomplete but there are
no superfluities in phrase or image within
them. “Pastoralia,” the first novella in the
collection of the same title, is the story of
a man who toils in what is tantamount to a
human zoo. He is employed to act as a
Neanderthal for eight hours a day, ostensi
bly for the edification of the individuals
who attend the zoo, but it later becomes
clear that his is a life of absurdity. There is
a whole cast of supporting characters that
are all afflicted with more neuroses than a
cocaine addicted Austrian housewife. It is
a sad sweet story with a senseless sensibil
ity that is vaguely Kafka-esque.
Saunders crafts numerous thoroughly
enjoyable and well-constructed commen
taries on existence aptly suited to the
tastes of the modem reader. If you wish
to fritter away an afternoon enjoying
something that is not school work and do
not wish to feel guilty about doing it, sit
down with a volume of Saunders and
immerse yourself in all that is absurd.
You will surely laugh out loud and be
able to do so with conviction.
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Popular Web Obama’s Faulty Economic Plan
Sites Promote Raising taxes for the wealthy just doesn’t make sense, and bigger government isn’t better.
Election ’08
BY Joe Sirianni ’10
Commentary Staff

by Jeff Gahan ’ll
Commentary Staff

This year is seemingly becoming more
imperative and more crucial for the future
of our nation. Not only has this year shown
Americans that the economy isn’t as stable
as it was eight years ago
and that the disparity
POLITICS
between the rich and the
poor is growing by the
minute, but this year is also about an elec
tion that may change our lives forever. The
candidates for this year’s election have real
ly tapped into modem means of informa
tion and knowledge. Both candidates have
tried to get the younger American citizens
to vote, particularly targeting those between
the ages of 18 and 25. Senator Obama is
arguably doing better in this category. The
younger generations! seem to have been
falling off the grid when it comes to politi
cal participation, and both candidates are
trying to change this for the new election.
In particular, I feel that two of the ways
in which the candidates are doing this are
incredibly smart and innovative. It could be
that current technological advances affect
politics for years to come. For the past three
months, every time I go to YouTube and
look at the “Videos being watched right
now. . .” section, I see that people are
watching campaign ads, the candidates’
public speeches, the Democratic or
Republican National Conventions, or one
of the three presidential debates—not to
mention the vice-presidential debate. I feel
that YouTube is really facilitating the deliv
ery of information to the nation’s younger
generations. The more people are informed
about “the issues” in today’s society, the
more they are likely to vote on them.
YouTube has really helped to instill infor
mation in today’s society, as well as inspire
people to become more politically active.
Allowing one hour and 35 minute-long
debates to be uploaded onto YouTube has
really aided America’s younger generations
in gaining information so that anyone is
able to view and watch the political activity
in the country at his or her leisure.
I have also seen multiple ads on
Facebook advertising either one candidate
or the other. Facebook, which is being
used by millions of people, has allowed
the candidates to get more involved in
everyday life—politics and “the issues”
have seemingly become more of an every
day topic of conversation. Having these
candidates advertise and campaign on
Facebook was a very smart investment and
expenditure on campaign funds, as more
and more people are able to get involved
with politics. Personally, I first found out
that Obama had picked Biden as his run
ning mate because I saw the campaign
poster on the sidebar in Facebook. I’m
sure I am not the only one to open up my
web browser with Facebook as my home
page and peruse around for a couple of
minutes before checking other Web sites.
Both YouTube and Facebook have provid
ed America’s younger generations with
information about politics in a realm in
which most idle time is spent: the comput
er. I feel that this election is going to be
decided by our generation. Consequently, I
feel our generation has an obligation to
vote in Election ’08, recognizing the inno
vation and campaign spending put forth by
all candidates. If, however, you feel as
though you would like some more infor
mation on the candidates and their views
and opinions, check out OnTheIssues.org
for some great information on both candi
dates. This non-bias Web site will provide
you with any information on the candi
dates’ positions you could want.

Barack Obama is going to provide a tax
cut for 95 percent of American workers. As
fantastic as that sounds, it isn’t true. In fact,
it isn’t even possible. Obama’s plan is a
brilliantly packaged lie
POLITICS that insults the intelli
gence of the American
people. It is fraught with
socialist ideals of wealth redistribution and
shared responsibility. Its implementation
would not only result in a dangerous
increase of government regulation, but
would further devastate America’s growing
financial crisis.
First off, you cannot cut taxes for people
who don’t pay taxes. The fact is, 30 percent
of Americans pay absolutely nothing in
federal income taxes, but will still receive a
“tax cut” under Senator Obama’s plan. If
Obama was honest with the American peo
ple, he would call the money a tax credit, a
redistribution of wealth, a transfer of
money from taxpayers to nontaxpayers, or
even a federal welfare check. But the
genius of Obama’s campaign has success
fully fooled the American people into
believing it is a tax cut. Under Obama’s
plan, taxes on income, Social Security, cap
ital gains, et cetera, will be greatly
increased for those Americans who Obama
considers to be “wealthy.”
Senator Obama has recently stated that
his tax plans are an attempt to promote fair
ness by “spreading the wealth around.” Just
a month ago, Sen. Joe Biden referred to the
payment of taxes by wealthier Americans to
be “patriotic.” Through the tax policies and

increase in government economic regula
tion proposed by the Democratic candidate,
we are forced to ask the question: With all
this focus on creating big government, was
Marx right after all? Barack Obama is in
essence promoting socialism. It is wrong.
Why should those who have earned more
money be forced to give their money to the
government to redistribute? In fact, why
should we give such large portions of our
income to the government at all?
I would challenge Obama to name one
thing the government has ever truly done
well. Name a government-run program or
organization that runs efficiently and is
entirely effective. Social Security?
Medicare and Medicaid? The public edu
cation system? When Ronald Reagan first
entered the White House in 1981 he
famously declared: “Government is not the
solution to our problem; government is the
problem.” Allowing people to keep more
of their money is what will encourage
business, create jobs, and spur economic
growth. How will taking money away
from those who have the money to spend
and inject into our economic system help
the economy?
Allow me to provide an example or two
of how raising taxes on the so-called rich
will affect everyone in America. Say you
make a modest living as a freelance interi
or decorator. You have a potential married
client lined up who makes a little over
$250,000 a year. Under Barack Obama’s
new tax plan, however, that client faces a
significantly larger income tax rate as well
as other various taxes on things like invest
ments. That client may no longer be able to
afford your services. Examples like this are
various and widespread. What about the

waitress who relies heavily on tips to sup
port her two young children? Restaurant
goers who previously had enough money
to indulge regularly in eating out will cut
back their visits because of their substantial
tax increases. Taking money away from
people who spend it is not good for the
economy. It doesn’t make sense. Allowing
wealthier Americans to keep more of their
money will “trickle down” into the pockets
of middle and low income citizens. This is
Reaganomics at its finest.
The tax issue is but one of many, when
in reality the entire culture of our genera
tion is heading in the wrong direction. We
live in a country where common sociolog
ical thought increasingly involves the
mindset that as Americans we are entitled
to everything and accountable for nothing.
We are the self-absorbed “Generation Me,”
believing that the government should insti
tute entitlements for every need and desire.
We have forgotten what John F. Kennedy
told us in 1961 during his inaugural
address. In a recent guest article to The
Wall Street Journal, current Supreme Court
Justice Clarence Thomas decreed how
Kennedy’s message would be perceived in
our day, saying: “The message today seems
more like: Ask not what you can do for
yourselves or your country, but what your
country must do for you.” Today, liberal
politicians like Barack Obama thrive off
telling people they deserve everything, that
government should provide, provide, pro
vide. But where does it end? The American
dream has never been and should never be
realized through the relinquishing of indi
vidual responsibility. The dream is not
something we should be given, it is some
thing we must earn.

Keeping the Constitution Alive
Mark Scirocco ’10
Commentary Staff

by

POLITICS

Over the past several decades, a grow
ing sector of Americans has become
increasingly unaware of the meaning and
purpose of the United States Constitution.
For instance, last month, Republican
Presidential nominee John McCain made
an appearance on ABC’s The View.
Among other things, Sen. McCain was
asked about the type of Supreme Court
Justice he would appoint. McCain
replied, “I want people who interpret the
Constitution of the United States the way
our Founding Fathers envisioned for
them to do.”
In response, View co-host Whoopi
Goldberg said, “Should I be worried
about being a slave, returning to slavery,
because certain—certain things happened
in the Constitution that you had to
change.” The View’s audience thunder
ously applauded at this and other ridicu
lous attacks made upon McCain.
Goldberg’s misunderstanding of the
Amendment process (the 13th Amendment
abolished slavery) and the Constitution in
general is a comical example of how the
modem American left distorts this document.
Such distortions, however, become
costly when politicians apply them to the
choosing of Supreme Court Justices. For
example, Democratic presidential candi
date Barack Obama, on July 17, 2007,
speaking at a Planned Parenthood confer
ence in Washington D.C., set forth his cri
teria for picking a Supreme Court justice:
“We need somebody who’s got the heart,
the empathy, to recognize what it’s like to
be a young teenage mom. The empathy to

understand what it’s
like to be poor, or
African-American, or
gay, or disabled, or
old. And that’s the
criteria by which I’m
going to be selecting
my judges.”
Again,
at
last
week’s final presiden
tial debate, Obama
said he would “look
for those judges who
have an outstanding
judicial record, who
have the intellect, and
who hopefully have a sense of what real- document. Similarly, Scalia has noted,
world folks are going through.” In neither the word “Americanism” or the phrase
case did Obama mention knowledge of the “American Exceptionalism,” have no
Constitution as a criterion for the nomina counterparts in other countries or lan
tion of justices. It is noted that by “out guages. For centuries, other nations have
standing judicial record” and a “real-world been bound together by race, ethnicity
sense” Obama is implicitly making refer and heritage. America’s unique character
ence to a justice’s willingness to uphold a comes from the binding effect that the
woman’s right to kill her unborn baby, the Constitution has had upon all peoples
litmus test that Democrats apply to all who make up our nation. It is for this rea
Supreme Court nominees.
son that the Constitution ought to be
Current Supreme Court Justice read, studied, and most of all, preserved.
Clarence Thomas, giving a speech in New
For justices like Scalia and Thomas,
York last week, said, it is “astounding just there are only two possible guidelines to
how many of our fellow citizens feel reading the Constitution. At his speech
strongly about our Constitutional rights last week in New York, justice Thomas
but have no idea what the Constitution articulated these two views. He stated that
says.” He continued, explaining that the either the justice can “try to see as best we
United States Constitution is “a tiny docu can the framers’ intentions.” Or the jus
ment that goes unread,” and that tice can simply, “Make it up.” In other
America’s ignorance of it “horrifies” him. words, for the strict Constitutionalist, the
Thomas’ colleague and fellow Justice type McCain says he will nominate to the
Antonin Scalia has similarly spoken on Supreme Court, the Constitution must be
the importance of properly understanding interpreted as the Founding Fathers them
the Constitution. As Scalia has explained selves meant it to be interpreted. This is
at various points over his career, the what judicial theorists mean when they
French have always been French, the speak of “originalism.” Aside from this
Italians were Italians, but Americans, as view, the only other way to decide what
we know them today, had little to bind
them together before the signing of that
COURTS/Page 24
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Courts: Up New Ideology: Blissful Ignorance
holding the
Constitution
by

John Ryan Cummings ’09
Guest Commentary

The 2008 Presidential Election has taken,
frankly, a tragic turn as of late. In the wake of
polling figures which show Senator Obama
beginning to increase his margin over
Senator McCain, recent
POLITICS campaign stops have
become disturbingly wild,
out of control, and down
right scary for the so-called “maverick.”
What were once boring yet respectable cam
paign attacks on Obama’s experience and tax
policy have become indictments on Obama’s
character, religion, loyalty, and even his citi
zenship by McCain’s masses. There has been
vast amounts of footage of supporters at
recent McCain rallies seen not merely criti
cizing Obama, but committing heresy of
intellect and reason alike. Such comments
referring to Obama as a socialist, a traitor,
Karl Marx, an Arab, a communist, and a ter
rorist, have unjustly flooded the rally rhetoric
of McCain enthusiasts.

continued from page 23:

the Constitution means is to inject the jus
tice’s own views on the subject. This is
the “living, breathing Constitution” theo
ry. It is to this view that liberalism has
attached itself. Unfortunately, once this is
accepted, all forms of judicial restraint
are done away with. It is only the person
al opinion of the justice that matters. As
Thomas concluded in his speech, “At
least originalism has the advantage of
being legitimate and impartial.”
To endorse a non-originalist reading of
the Constitution is to give the courts
unlimited power. We have already seen
the destructive effect of liberalism on the
high court in a number of areas. The indi
vidual’s power to kill the unborn, the
government’s power to freely take the
property of citizens for any purpose, and
the power to suppress free political
Ignorance is neither
speech, have all been embodied in recent
a feasible excuse
court decisions where liberals have had
the majority and the conservatives or
nor an option.
originalists have dissented.
The Founders saw the Judiciary as the
least dangerous branch of government. It
has in fact become the most dangerous
To his credit, McCain has repudiated
branch with its ability to make decisions such exclamations and characterized
without any accountability to the voters Obama as a “decent family-man citizen
or to the Constitution itself.
that I happen to have disagreements with,”

like any rational person would do under
obligation of common sense. But the point
remains: What has happened? It is terribly
disheartening to see that people honestly
and earnestly believe such nonsense.
What is truly upsetting is that such things
are even being said on our campus. I
recently heard a student in a class of mine
ask a fellow student why we would be
considering a Muslim at a time like this,
blindly accepting the fact that Obama was
indeed Muslim. Those who claim he is an
Arab, a traitor, a Muslim, or a terrorist, are
either inexcusably misinformed or out
right delusional. Unless you’ve been liv
ing under a rock for the past two years, it
is common knowledge that he was bom in
Hawaii, an American state, and he became
a community organizer after attending
Columbia University and Harvard Law
School. The last time I checked, Ivy
League schools aren’t exactly breeding
grounds for anarchy. Neither is the Illinois
State Senate, nor the United States Senate
for that matter. For those who claim they
don’t really know Obama, maybe it’s time
to open your eyes and start paying atten
tion. His plans for healthcare, energy, and
taxes have been repeated ad nauseam for
months on end now, debate after debate,
town hall after town hall, interview after
interview. In fact, the word “change” is
starting to make me gag. In today’s day
and age, the vast amount of information
available at our fingertips is outrageous,
for McCain and Obama alike. This is in
addition to the fact that there has probably
been more published on Obama than any
other candidate for President ever in our

history. Ignorance is neither a feasible
excuse nor an option.
This, however, seems to be the state in
which we find ourselves. Jon Stewart put it
best when he declared that there seems to be
a simple “pride in ignorance.” Since when
does disengagement and arrogant closemindedness trump activism and wherewith
al? Where is the desire to find the validity of
baseless claims rather than accept what is
nothing short of pure racism and prejudice
as fact? How many citizens of our country
truly know the details of the economic cri
sis? How many of those that do not under
stand will base their vote on Palin’s gender
or William Ayers? It is appalling to think we
have sunk so low, and it makes me question
the faith I have in my fellow countrymen.
As this never-before-seen election finally
comes to a conclusion in the coming days,
let us re-evaluate our consciences as
Americans. This election is about foreign
policy and the environment. It is about Iraq
and the economy. It is about abortion and
the second Amendment. It is about the
future Supreme Court justices and educa
tion. It is when campaigns and citizens stray
from the issues to attacking the candidate
personally that they not only disrespect
themselves, but also seriously undermine
the strengths and ideals upon which our
country was founded. If you want to discuss
politics or appear to be informed, then get
informed. Don’t simply take a sound bite
and regurgitate it as fact, as so many seem
to be doing. We are better than that as
Providence College students and we are
better than that as Americans. Now it is
time to prove it.
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A Crazy Trend in Great
Authors’ Rise to Fame
by Michael Pettinari
Commentary Staff

’09

ENTERTAINMENT
I am an English major, and although I
know I have a giant lack of future, I
absolutely love what I study in school. I
fell in love with literature in high school.
I remember being a sophomore in Lit 2 in
room A-53 and realizing that whatever I
did in the future would somehow revolve
around being a creator. All I really want
ed to do was make someone—doesn’t
matter who—feel; to literally have some
one feel from what I write, paint, sculpt,
draw, squiggle, or photograph.
But I’m not crazy enough to
become famous from any sort
of talent that I may possess.
Think about it. What are
considered to be the best
works of anything in the
art world were produced
by what are also considered to be crazy people.
Throughout my study of
literature and art and the
like, the art that drew me in
was the art of the insane.
Here are some examples of what ”
I mean:
Ernest Hemingway: Drunk. William
Faulkner: Insane. Emily Dickinson:
Recluse. (And a terrible poet, but we’ll put
that in the ol’ mental lock box for a rainy
day.) Van Gogh: Crazy. Oscar Wilde:
Serious alcoholic. Edgar Allan Poe: Just
plain nuts. The list goes on and on.
Is there something different about the
artist’s brain that makes him so good at
one particular thing, but completely
insane outside the realm of his medium?
Tests have shown that there is a high cor
relation between artistic ability and men
tal illness. Or is it another reason? Have
the supposed great authors been totally
high the entire time? Do these great cre
ators also have a vice.? Something that
they need to have in order to take them
to that other level?

F. Scott Fitzgerald was a raging alco
holic. The Great Gatsby is considered to be
one of the best, if not the best, work of
American literature. Who could tell that
the guy was slugging J.W. Blue at his type
writer? How could he even afford J.W.
Blue? Because he was rich. Because he
was a great author. But he was also insane.
Sidenote: Fitzgerald was driven insane due
to his wife’s own mental condition.
Think about any great work of litera
ture. Some of the most important scenes
in literature can be related to drug abuse.
Huxley’s Brave New World portrayed
segregated classes popping pills left and
right. Alice in Wonderland? Please, total
acid trip. I mean, a hookah-smoking
caterpillar? Come on!
Whether drunk, stoned, or talking
to invisible people, these artists
have managed to etch their
names in the stone of the art
world. We love what they
do to us, but there is no
denying that something
was wrong with these
people. They weren’t
people you would want to
invite over for a candlelit
supper. Think about that if
you want a laugh: You’re sitting there after your mother has
just slaved over a hot stove all day to
cook an elaborate feast for the guest.
Your father is sitting next to your little
brother who is listening to his iPod,
because family values don’t exist nowa
days. Sitting across from you is Jimi
Hendrix trying to grab the purple ele
phant out of the chandelier, or Jackson
Pollock drooling and using his fork and
pink candle wax to make lines on your
mother’s nice holiday tablecloth.
It would be a funny scene, but it
would be even more interesting to get
inside their heads—to figure out just
what made them tick. If only I knew that
I could write a great novel or movie, or
I could take a great picture, or paint a
great portrait. At least then I could stop
huffing Aqua-Net before I write these
darn articles.

Letters to the Editor:
Disappointment with the participation in a new gossip Web site
I am writing to express my disappointment
in the Providence College student communi
ty. On Sept. 11,2008, PC was added to a Web
site called JuicyCampus.com. The Web site is
a glorified bathroom wall where visitors are
encouraged to anonymously post rumors
about each other. It boasts “the simple mis
sion of enabling online anonymous free
speech on college campuses,” an apparent
euphemism for hate-filled gossip. As a PC
alum and current employee, I’m disgusted by
the alarming rate of participation on this site.
To the students at Providence College: Wake

up! You are adults. Stop wasting your time on
this foolish Web site and do something pro
ductive. By contributing to this site, you are
letting anyone and everyone who has access
(including: faculty, staff, parents, and admin
istration) believe that you are ignorant, out of
control, and immature. If you want to be treat
ed like children with increased limitations
and added campus policies and rules, by all
means, continue your destructive behavior.
—Katie Hughes ’06

Three cheers and a warm “thankyou” for Apple Fest
On October 9, something truly won
derful took place at the seemingly
unlikeliest of places. Raymond Cafeteria
treated us once again to the annual cele
bration of life and everything good in the
world, known simply as Apple Fest. To
an outsider, it may seem odd that such a
straightforward fruit can bring such pro
found happiness to the hundreds of stu
dents who dined at Ray that night, but to
those who know, those who truly know,
those who have seen the real beauty of
the event; the ingenious apple themed
dishes, the overflowing crates of deli
cious and nutritious apples of any type a

heart might desire, and the pure joy in
the faces of students sitting over bowls
of apple pie and ice cream, this happi
ness is not strange. It is the result of
enjoying the simple pleasures in life,
pleasures embodied for one night in the
most humble and unassuming of all
fruits, the apple. So it is with the deepest
gratitude and a heart warmed by apple
cider that I thank Sodexo and the entire
staff at Ray for sharing this fantastically
unique gift.
-Kevin Lindsey ’10
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Tangents and Tirades
The Freshman 15 is a problem.
The “Freshman 15” is a concern of every girl
that I am acquainted with at Providence College. We are all worried about going
home for the annual Thanksgiving Day game and seeing our friends for the first
time and being the one person that everyone is talking about later on. “Wow, did you
see her? She got really fat!” What makes this paranoia even worse is the stigma that
goes along with it. You secretly wonder if people think you have a drinking prob
lem, are an over-eater, or if you are clinically depressed. All of these possible
assumptions weigh extremely heavily on you. So what do you do? I have witnessed
several girls starve themselves all day until nighttime or after drinking when they
begin to binge on snacks and Golden Crust. I have also seen girls eat little or noth
ing and then over-exert themselves later on at Concannon Fitness Center. As a fresh
man I can honestly say that I have never felt as self-conscious about my body in my
entire life. However, you need to find a balance. Go to the gym but eat substantial
ly and healthily to provide your body with sustenance. Otherwise you will be one
of the many freshmen with a cold right now. Also, let me make one thing clear: Eat
Golden Crust, but do so sparingly! The more you worry about the “Freshman 15”
the more likely you are to be unhappy and unhealthy. Make this a homecoming that
you can be proud of.—Jenn DiPirro ’12
The Freshman 15 is NOT a problem.
When I first came to school, I heard a lot
about the notorious “Freshman 15.” Well, most of my friends and family seemed to
think that this extra weight would probably be a good thing for me because I am pret
ty skinny, or at least I used to be. In actuality, though, the “Freshman 15” is not as
much of a danger at Providence College. Though they give you 19 meals a week as a
freshman, you can only go to Raymond Cafeteria three times a day. Mealtimes are
regulated, and it is not like at my brother’s school where they have unlimited meals
and the cafeteria is open 24/7. As a freshman, I actually lost 15 pounds, which I then
began to dub the “Freshman Negative 15.” Now, as a junior in the apartments, I can
finally eat the way I do at home: Three main meals a day but smaller snacks in
between. I used to lose weight during the school year and gain it back over the sum
mer but now I am able to maintain a healthy weight all year long. If only the meal
plans offered to freshmen allowed this sort of healthy eating as well.—Ben Perry ’10
The importance of opinion.
At first, I was nervous about writing for the
Commentary section of The Cowl. The thought of writing down my thoughts and
feelings every week and having them published for the entire college community to
read was intimidating. I realized that what I would be writing—my opinions—
would not only be read by fellow students, but disagreed with and maybe even
ridiculed. Opinions, after all, are not something that will be universally agreed upon
and, as a result, are the fuel for controversy. The fact that an opinion is unique to
everyone that has one is what makes them great and so very important. Because no
two people will share the exact same thoughts and feelings, your opinions are com
pletely yours. What you believe in and what you stand for is the backbone of your
character. Your beliefs and opinions shape who you are. So I am no longer nervous
about expressing my opinions through the newspaper, but excited. Everyone should
be eager to express his or her opinions because without your thoughts and feelings,
what are you?—Chris Slavin ’12

The best thing for Sox fans? Rooting for the Red Sox during their 86-year cham
pionship drought was difficult, but good for the soul. It taught humility, persever
ance, and hope. Rev. Brian J. Shanley, O.P., whose impressive character was formed
during a lifetime of Fenway futility, often used to cite his Sox in reference to the
problem of evil. In 2004, the Red Sox won the World Series. The virtuously loyal
were justly rewarded, but sycophants flocked to the proverbial bandwagon. The
concurrent success of the Patriots and Celtics created a perfect storm; The greeneyed monster of envy had metamorphosed into a Green Monster of jealousy, and an
institutional feeling of entitlement loomed like a massive Citgo sign. I am not den
igrating this Red Sox team. I did not boo David Ortiz minutes before his miraculous
home run. I was not affronted when the Red Sox lost the division, lost three games,
and finally lost the ALCS, all to an eminently talented team. Job never did curse
God; many Sox fans, however, have not even waited for the second cow to perish.
Let us hope this loss will restore some of the lost virtue to Red Sox fans. For an
immediate boost in character, however, I suggest becoming a follower of my
beloved New York Mets.—Jeremiah Begley ’10

Pay to vote. So Election Day is coming up and people at this college that live far
away are starting to fill out their absentee ballots. Fortunately I do not live too far
away, so I can go home to vote, but I do have a lot of friends that are using the
option of absentee balloting instead. Personally, I am glad that even though they
may not be in their home state their vote will still count on that first Tuesday in
November. What I did not realize, however, was that they have to pay for their vote.
(Okay, not really, but kind of.) The postage to send the filled-out ballot back to the
home state is not paid for by the government. You as a voter have to buy the stamp.
Now I know that only costs 42 cents, but still, why is it not free? You buy stamps
at the post office, the government runs the post office, and the government controls
election procedures. They seriously cannot let these go through without a stamp? Or
at least pay for it? Ridiculous.—Andy Kowal ’10
An American tragedy. In September 2008, Barack Obama raised $150 million in
campaign funding. Spectacular, when you think about it. $150 million in one month.
$150 million necessary to actually participate in the democratic process. The presi
dential election in the United States has become a farce: An absurd and expensive
puppet show in which the most important issue is undoubtedly flag pins. Try this on
for size. Imagine a time when presidential candidates actually respected one another
as human beings as they discussed the essential questions of the era instead of sitting
around in diapers slinging mud at each others’ heads. As November 4 swiftly
approaches, one must seriously ask whether the virtues of charisma and sycophancy
can effectively lead a nation in a chaotic and precarious age. The source of our
national disease lies buried in a pithy cliche: A picture is worth a thousand words.
What? Well now, I’m just not sure I can swallow that tidbit of folk wisdom without
choking and turning a deep shade of violet. If we continue to apply that foolish
notion to the process of choosing the “leader of the free world,” then we abandon any
hope for an intelligent, sympathetic, and strong-willed president. In exchange, we’ll
get a photogenic fascist. Not a bad trade, eh? It seems to be a symptom of life in con
temporary America that voters are forced every four years to search for the lesser of
two evils. For example, Bill Clinton is my hero. However, I probably wouldn’t lend
him five dollars and I definitely wouldn’t leave him alone in the parlor with my
young, busty wife. See my point? The time is ripe for the deconstruction of a classic
American prejudice: The myth of the demonic intellectual. Do we really desire our
next president to be a lumberjack whose best qualities are a knack for hunting elk
and an award-winning collection of fly-fishing lures?—Matt Miller ’09

Por tfolio
The Cowl

October 23, 2008

Page 26

Sign of the Apocalypse #27:
The Plagues of Egypt (Mass Turnpike-Style)
by

Lindsay Wengloski ’10
Portfolio Staff

The best thing about escaping the
RIPTA sphere of influence and going off
on your own for a drive is the amount of
randomness you often spot along the way.
I’m not speaking here of the
ESSAY quaint roadside ice cream
stands, the farmers’ markets,
or the cute little diners straight
out of the 1950s. Oh no. I speak, of course,
of one’s fellow companions on the road of
life. And for once, the phrase ‘road of life’
doesn’t refer to some cliched metaphor
about journeys and whatnot. It’s totally lit
eral. Enjoy it while you can.
But yes, those fellow folks—both in
your car as well as in other cars—can be
quite a good time. Do I hear an ‘Amen?’
My favorite time to people watch is actual
ly when I’m driving along, aimlessly or
otherwise. Please pardon the following
mathematics-based bad trip.
“If two cars are approaching each other
from half a mile away in a straight line,
and one car is driving 50 miles an hour,,
and the other car is traveling at approxi
mately 55 miles per hour slightly uphill
with low tire pressure in their left back, tire
against winds out of the Northeast, how
long will it take the two cars to pass each
other? "
Well, I’ve never been much of a math
kid, so while I couldn’t tell you exactly
how long it takes cars to normally pass on
regular roads, I can tell you (in case you
were unaware) that it doesn’t provide
much in the way of people watching.
Hence why highways provide the optimal
people-watchin’ time. And man, what sorts
of critters you can drum up!
Naturally, the best time to people-scope
is when you’re passing them (a likely situ
ation if I’m behind the wheel) or if you’re

being passed by them (you can thank your
grandparents for this situation). Most of
the time, the things you see are pretty typ
ical. The lady singing along to the radio.
The child throwing a temper tantrum. The
dog threatening to leap into your car
because it finds you infinitely more awe

bumper stickers, and a gigantic cup of
pitch-black coffee.
Yeah, we’ve all seen those people.
But what about the trumpet-player
speeding by on the Washington Beltway,
knees commanding the steering wheel,
sheet music draped precariously over the
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some than its current owner. The million
and one high school class-skippers
crammed into someone’s momma’s van,
off to the mall for a day of shopping and
insane amounts of giggling. The beat-up
Ford pick-up with a trucker hat-wielding
old-timer, complete with two days’ worth
of stubble, a set of Republican campaign

horn, trumpet smooshed against the wind
shield like two high-schoolers at the prom?
To the man’s credit, he managed to stay in
his lane and maintained a steady speed—
something certain folks can’t seem to do
when the only distraction they have to con
tend with is a dinky cell phone. Or how
about the massive SUV loaded with kids,

several of whom think it’s dandy to make
faces right against the tinted glass? Try
driving by one of those at seventy miles an
hour and seeing fish-face lips attack the
window nearest your head like an extra
from some low-budget ‘Creatures From
Outer Space’ flick.
My absolute favorite automobile peo
ple-watchin’ incident happened only a few
weekends ago. I was driving back to
Providence with a bunch of friends in the
car on the Mass Pike. There was this pas
tel-colored Volkswagen Beetle that tore up
from behind faster than an extra on the set
of The Fast and the Furious. Surprise
number one! Surprise number two? It was
a mom with her toddler. I wasn’t expect
ing that—I thought maybe, just maybe, it
was a group of college kids or whoever out
for a putter like my compatriots and I.
Nope. It was gasp— an adult.
Okay, so that part of the story’s stock
plotline. Big deal, appearances are deceiv
ing, all that deep and meaningful life-les
sons. Blah blah blah. That’s really not the
reason I’m writing about this Beetle and its
lead-footed human owner. The reason I
bothered to share the story was because of
the additional passenger in the car with
Speedster Mom and Toddler.
It was a gigantic stuffed frog. The thing
was so big, it took up the entire front seat
up to the dashboard—well, the entire front
passenger side with the exception of the
toddler, which it surprisingly hadn’t
squished yet. To make things even better,
this frog had monstrously large eyes, and
was being whipped energetically around
by said tot. Seeing this creature passing by
me caused not one, but two double-takes. I
somehow managed not to swerve off the
road in ginormous amphibian-related
fear/a renewed sense of self-preservation.
Call up Moses. The frogs are back. And
this time, they mean business.

Caffeinated Charity
Katie Caliva ’10
Portfolio Editor

by

“Cash only.”
These are brutal words for a caffeine
addict who just woke up, is about to com
mence a six-hour train ride, and who is
morally opposed to ATM fees.
ESSAY
I sighed, put my debit card
back in my wallet, cursed
Bank of America’s lack of
convenient ATMs, and walked toward my
departure gate to wait for my train.
Without warning, a small paper cup
dropped on to the bench next to me.
I looked up and saw the woman who had
refused my card as suitable payment.
“You look exhausted, get your coffee.”
I vehemently protested but she was
equally firm in her insistence. So ten min
utes later, I boarded my train with bitter,
lukewarm coffee in hand, and despite
those negative adjectives I was deeply
grateful for it. (It would later spill all over
my white shirt when the gentleman sitting
next to me insisted on helping me with my
bag, lessening the feeling of gratitude.)
The strangest part of this whole episode
is not the kindness done to me at the train
station. There’s enough of a misanthrope
in me to want that to be the singular char
acteristic (and I do maintain that such love
of neighbor is a rarity), but I’m honest to
admit that there was something even odder
about the whole thing.
You see, that wasn’t the first time some
thing like this has happened to me. For
some reason or another, the employees
working at coffee distributors often feel
compelled to give me discounts or free
drinks altogether.

The first incident of this sort was the
summer before I came to PC. I had only
recently opened a checking account, and
so I was still accustoming myself to paying
in any medium other than cash. I went into
a Dunkin’ Donuts and, since I had a rather
limited amount of cash with me and didn’t
think of using my debit card, I asked how
much a medium coffee would cost includ
ing tax. After hearing the answer I ordered
a small coffee. The young man working
behind the counter got very uncomfortable
about this and so he gave me a medium for
the price of a small. I protested, he was
adamant, and I left with a cup of coffee
that tasted more like mortification than
anything else.
Similarly, during a break at work last
winter, I tried to pay for my coffee using
the annoying amount of coins that had
accumulated in the bottom of my purse. I
was twelve cents short. Before I could pull
a few bills out of my wallet the cashier told
me not to worry about it. Again, I was
mortified, and returned to work blushing.
At first I thought that it was a Dunkin’
Donuts phenomenon, but it’s happened
elsewhere as well: Barnes & Noble, a
street vendor in NYC, and most recently at
Cafe la France in the Providence
AMTRAK station.
So here’s the question: Do I look like
some poor, lost waif who needs her fix that
badly? Is it possible that there’s something
in my aura that screams pitiable caffeine
junkie? I sincerely hope not, but just to be
safe I might give up coffee entirely.
There’s something more pretentious about
those who exclusively drink tea. With a
less compelling case for charity I may end
up mortified less often.

Running Upstream
by Nicole Amaral ’10
Asst. Portfolio Editor

There was one morning when the light
forced its way through the Venetian
blinds and the unfocused silence settled
on a steadily beating heart and half
closed eyelids. There was peace in the
muted light, in the muted moment,
glorified in the unabashed selfishness of
sleep. There were approximately two
seconds before there was the pounding
of a leftover headache. She remembered
that we were out of cereal and the
bananas had gone bad. It was a Tuesday,
and how she hated Tuesdays. The
sunlight turned cynical as she dressed to
the old cadence. It was too much to think
that maybe there was something
inherently nice about the trees and the
sky and even cars that took a few tries
before they started. The early morning
jogger seemed to disagree. She smirked as
though her skin and her soul were
impervious to the rain and she pondered
the fact that all the caffeinated commuters
found her ode to morning irritating. She
remembered choosing this day as a good
one, for no real reason other than that the
puddles were oddly satisfying to run through.
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Catastrophe’s Impact (Part 1)
Conor Leary ’ll
Portfolio Staff

by

“Welcome back to Lunch Hour! I’m
your host, Charlie Shepherd.”
If it were possible for a man to swagger
when he wasn’t even walking, Charlie
Shepherd could do the best at
FICTION fakiHg **
^Y other man.
He was acclaimed and every
feature of his face was glow
ing with subtly applied cosmetics, his very
cells absorbing the blinding limelight. He
sat behind a desk, a simple prop stationed
in the very center of the set for Lunch
Hour, a talk show that did impossibly well
for its hours running from noon to one in
the afternoon. No matter what, as each
episode was being recorded, the studio
audience was full of fans from every walk
of life and completely enamored by the
very popular host, grinning away at the
delightful sound of his applause.
“This show is about discussion, people,
and although I apologize for considering
my opinion higher than most...”
Charlie Shepherd had learned long ago
how to control a crowd. People were
obsessed with an icon of Hollywood’s pro
duction who had an extremely blatant ego
problem, who honored himself like some
modern-day Narcissus. Most people loved
to hate him and had once enjoyed disagree
ing with him directly, but that was after he
challenged the stereotype, after he ignored
his diligent interns feeding him his argu
ments. He had unplugged their thoughts
from his head and challenged a business
man. on economics and proven he was
more than adept in many fields. His words
could be trusted, no matter how much he
savored them as they left his lips. But most
people kept their disagreements quiet to
listen to what he had to say, to what his
truth was. Charlie grinned at the small
white flower encased in white gold pinned
to the breast of his Armani jacket and
remembered the mythological tale that he
had read in his youth. His grin broadened
at the poor sap’s punishment.
“I am always open to questions. So
please, let’s all transport ourselves back in
time to third grade and raise our hands.”
He smiled, dragging the microphone
away from his lips and directing it towards
the audience. It stood over the fake wood
for about a second before the audience was
nothing but a sea of waving hands. He
chuckled and brought his strapping figure

to his feet. People came to him with ques
tions about everything and anything, from
financial advice to personal tidbits of their
lives he tore apart with his jokes that made
even the speaker laugh.
He crossed around his desk and towards
the audience, surveying the rows for
maybe a pretty face he could gloat beside
in the camera’s view. A feisty little secre
tary-type, one who was probably out of the
office and supposedly getting her boss
lunch, bounced up from her seat, throwing
her flowery perfiime and cleavage in his
direction.
He teased her for a bit, surveying the
crowd with a circumventing eye until
swaying into a spin towards her, breathing
away the spices.
“And yes, what might I be able to help
you with?”
He told his agent he would not deny his
existence as a man in front of the camera
as his tone slipped into a sultry bravado,
his eyes falling in a fluid motion to check
her out. He hadn’t noticed she was chew
ing gum until a loud crack resonated unat
tractively from her mouth.
“Yes, I was just wondering if you are
currently single.”
Her voice choked the high register of an
airhead and Charlie turned without provid
ing her with an answer. He didn’t deal with
that type. Intelligent women at least gave
him a mental battle and could manage to
hold his attention away from their other
alluring features. He simply left her stand
ing there, his vision blurring as he retreat
ed to his desk. He touched his temples, just
waiting for the migraine to interrupt the
show that would be replayed at six o’clock
in the evening and eight the next morning.
He blinked but it didn’t help.
He couldn’t comprehend how long he
was leaning over his desk. A ringing in his
ears made him deaf to the stirring silence
of the audience, most probably whispering
about what he was doing and if he was
alright. He imagined the secretary exerting
a lustful confidence and beginning to toe
the imaginary line dividing the audience
from the star. He blinked again and man
aged to move back into his seat. He could
hardly feel the leather armrests beneath his
arms. He felt his head touch the back of his
seat. Then, it was lights out.
He stood alone. Times Square was
absolutely empty and all electricity had
been sapped away. The television screen
usually promoting a number of advertise

Visiting a Recluse
by

Brett Corrigan ’09

On Oct. 1, students from Professor Chard deNiord’s Whitman and Dickinson
Seminar traveled to the Emily Dickinson Homestead in Amherst, Mass.
The trip was part of a curricular effort to understand the reclusive life of
Dickinson, and to gain a sense of the inspiration the small town of Amherst provid
ed for her poetry. The class received a tour of Dickinson Homestead, as well as The
Evergreens, home to Dickinson’s brother, Austin Dickinson, located next door.
Despite her withdrawal from society, Dickinson’s insightful poetry examined the
world around her. As a poet, she was ahead of her time both conceptually and struc
turally. As a result, her poetry was not published until well after her death in 1886.
Following the tour, the class visited Dickinson’s resting place not far from her
home on Main Street, in Amherst.

Students from Providence College’s Whitman and Dickinson Seminar on
a recent trip to the home of Emily Dickinson in Amherst, Mass, with
Professor Chard deNiord. The poet’s tombstone is behind them.

ments for his show was black, as dark as
the sky above the buildings. He wanted to
look around and to feel the eerie astonish
ment of staring down a street in New York
City that was completely empty oflife. But
his eyes remained intent on breaking
through the smog plaguing the sky until
something did. Fire blazed from beyond,
the flicker of a candle, before a chunk of
rock ate through the feeble protection.
Charlie needed to react, he wanted to run
but his feet were grounded. He was the
only witness as the formidable asteroid
plummeted towards earth, the space rock
growing larger and larger as it fell. He
threw up his hands at the very last second
in submission, for he knew no amount of
strength he alone could exert could stop
the destruction. The asteroid soared
towards him like a sharpened dart cast to
do nothing but destroy.

Suddenly Charlie could see, his mind
producing the familiar images of his
show’s set, of an audience and crew all
worried and confused. He sat up in his seat
and leaned over the desk, gripping the
object for stability. He needed to look at
his agent and director so he could assure
them he was alright. He blinked and the
asteroid seared a pain through his skull.
Before he could say anything, an annoying
buzz pierced his eardrum. A special
announcement was being made to every
single American citizen. It was interrupt
ing his show.
An asteroid had entered the Milky Way
Galaxy and was hurtling towards Earth at a
terrifying speed. The predicted damage
was to be absolutely catastrophic.
7o Be Continued. . .

Hollow Point
by Bobby Bretz ’12
Portfolio Staff

One night I might just reminisce
On hollow-point half-politics
And shrapnel delegations in my head,
On trying times and tourniquets
And sanguine soldier starter-kits
Where right and wrong are like to live and dead.
One night I might write history
On how my demons went with me
To bum the holy cities in my mind,
On ghostly gangs of grievances
Who sing their reminiscences
And daisy-cut the answers that I find.
One night I might resuscitate
The dreams of old expatriates
Bled out from bullet holes in days long past,
And the drunken theatre congregates
With their armor plated aggregates
Might pass the plotless playing fields at last.

A Halloween Mystery
by Athena Fokaidis
Portfolio Staff

’09

For some reason, Halloween has
become the holiday of tricks and treats.
We can all relate to that wonderful era of
our youth in which we had a blissful occa
sion bothering neighbors for
RANT their bounty of candy.
Dressed as ghouls and
ghosts and any superhero of
the day, we would collect and put our
treasures through a scrutinizing review,
stigmatizing that blasted neighbor who
decided Raisinettes would be a viable
treat. Oh, hell no.
Despite the multitude of emotions that
the “candy” may have inspired, there was
always the consolation of having truly
transformed ourselves with costume. The
Halloweens of our youth meant relishing
in that seriously wonderful kid-glory.
Here at Providence College, however, it
appears there is a different definition of
Halloween. As early as a week before the
31st the buzz of the holiday climaxes and
indeed, the party begins. Instead of trickor-treating for Reese’s, we might indulge
in some pumpkin beer a la Cafe 412, or
even decide to dress up.
Oh. Oh yes. This is the good stuff right
here, because now is the time to really
decipher what the hell has happened with
the 18-22-year-old mind—-more specifi
cally the female mind. At the stroke of
Halloween, something takes over other
wise well-behaved minds. Indubitably, this
time for tricks and treats has now also

become a breeding ground for. . .dun dun
dun. . .TROLLOPS! Oh, the mayhem
ensues, and the short skirts too.
For somewhere in the handbook of col
lege Halloween attire, it states that the
female dresser-upper must make the most
bold statement in her choice of what she
wears, namely that of wearing nothing at
all. Suddenly in the 40-degree weather, a
police officer must wear fishnets, a referee
must wear booty shorts, and (SCREAM!)
Little Bo Peep wears a skirt up to her peep!
My question is: why? All she wanted to
do was ring in her sheep. Come on ladies,
you’re just giving all these people a bad
name by skankifying their profession!
With that said, this oficially becomes a
Public Service Announcement. Please just
stop it.
In the inexplicable race to see who can
be the cutest, don’t forget—as is the true
Halloween spirit—y’all look scary, too.
Remember to keep the girls away when it’s
a below 70-degree day. It’s a sweet thing
you’re trying to do, letting everybody in on
your business and all, but the matching gogo boots and spandex everything are about
as valuable to society as team-building
exercise t-shirts.
So as always, do it for your dignity, and
do it for the kids. When Halloween comes
around, what they’re looking for is candy.
What they’re not looking for is a lesson
about human anatomy.
This is of course a light-hearted, though
very accurate, poke at the quirks of our
community. So I hope you had a nice
smirk today, and a Happy Halloween!
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Tiffany&Earl

Making PC an emotionally stable
place, one letter ata time...
Dear Doubting:
There are three
kinds of JRW dates:
the platonic friend,
the date you hook
up, and the date you
offend by hooking
up with someone
else. Now, it sounds
to me like this date
of yours was shaping
up to be the first kind, although he may
have wished to be the second. Now in light
of his transformation into to an obnoxious
idiot, you have some options.
You could, of course, be the bigger per
son and go to JRW with him, pretend that
you heard nothing about his exaggerations,
and maybe have a good time. You could
also kick him to the curb and split your bid
with one of your dateless friends. Or, you
could have some fun and push this date
into the third category of JRW escorts: the
club night cuckold.
Now, I’m not advocating vindictive
behavior. In fact, I would like to see fewer
women living up to our stereotype of irra
tionality and general cattiness. But you
have to admit that this guy sort of deserves
to see you making out with that cutie from
your history seminar during club night.
Yes? Well, no, maybe not.
It’s possible that he really is a sweet guy
who is responding to the pressure from his
male peers. It’s entirely likely that he’ll
treat you splendidly and that you two will
have a nice weekend together. Just do me
the favor of keeping your options open
with that history kid. If your date does turn
to be as much of a jerk as he has the poten
tial of being, you’ll be wanting that club
night make-out.
The most important thing to remember
is that this is your JRW and it’s supposed
to be fun. You should make your decisions
about who to go with according to the fol
lowing maxim: Who will be the least like
ly to make me cringe when I look back on
this weekend? If the answer is this guy,
then go for it.

This Week..
JRW Causing Problems Once Again

Dear Tiffany and Earl:

So a few weeks ago this guy that I’ve been sort of friendly with since
freshman year trapped me after philosophy class and asked me to
JRW. He was really awkward and shy about it, but he’s a really nice
kid (and everybody wants a JRW date) so I said yes. But I guess that
my affirmative answer over-boosted his confidence—he’s now postively strutting around campus. Here’s the best part: The kid who
could barely get the words “Will you go to JRW with me?” out of his
mouth, is now telling people that I begged him to ask me.
So should I ditch the jerk or keep the date?
—Doubting My Date

Write to Tiffany and Earl!

AskTiffanyEarl@yahoo. com

In my numerous
years
here
at
Providence College
I’ve been to one JRW
and it was before I
started growing the
ole molestache, so it
was obviously a while
ago. I ended up
babysitting
some
broad that my room
mate dated
and
promptly dumped weeks before the affair.
The night consisted of, “Earl you think I’m
pretty, why doesn't he?” I ended up leaving
her bleeding from the head on the dance floor
after she threw a shoe and smashed her head
on the DJ table causing “Lovefool” to skip for
ten minutes. I just backed away slowly.
So you can probably imagine my impres
sion of the event. My advice: This moist
excuse for a Carpathian is really not worth it.
It’s a dance. Last year that albino roommate
of mine and I sat completely naked in our liv
ing room sipping PBRs and playing the
newest Fifa game. To make a long story short
that was the first time I ever felt that way
about bubble wrap.
You're going to get drunk on some kind of
tini and dance. So basically, it's just like any
other night for one of you female party zom
bies. I once knew a Japanese dock worker
that was only attracted to other Japanese men.
How is that fun? You're looking at all the
same parts and in the same proportions. One
day, I suggested that he try something new.
He came to work the next day with an eye
plucked out and cigar-burned bindi on his
forehead. I asked what happened and he said,
“I just took your advice.”
That's not the point though; I'm sure the
same won’t happen to you. When I have no
one to hang out with I try on merkins at the
merkin store or practice digesting things that
are not easy to digest; like glass, all kinds of
plastics and tapestries.
If it’s love you need, however, Charles
Baudelaire once said, “There is an invincible
taste for prostitution in in the heart of man.”
This means that you don't have to worry
about the John bragging to his friends
because paying for sex is just embarrassing.

Becoming a Man in the Ring
Tom Nailor ’12
Portfolio Staff

by

They didn’t call him “Oak Tree” for
nothin’. Leroy Williams towered over my
boy when they were standing chest to chest
(or chest to chin as the case might have
been) and then, when my boy
FICTION was just a mess of limbs and
dried blood on the mat, the
height difference seemed all
the more ominous. But I had shoved my
boy into the ring, and what I could pull out
now was damn near unrecognizable. His
face was swollen and purpled from so
many punches, and his chest looked as if
someone had hit him with a sledgeham
mer. His breathing, labored and wet, made
me worry for a buncha cracked ribs, and
his teeth, usually white against his dark
mouth, were stained red with blood, which
mixed with the spittle dribbling down to
his chin.
He had always had beautiful teeth.
When the doctor, so pristine in his white
coat, so much smarter than us, had pulled
him out into this world, they hadn’t been
there o’ course. But Gramma, who was
always said to have a touch of God in her,
said that he would have a smile to stop all
the fighting in the world. Obviously, it
hadn’t helped him much against Williams,
but it had certainly helped him get outta
trouble when he was a boy. Many times,
even as I would be slipping my belt from
its loops, there he would be, shivering and

smiling, and I’d have to stop what I was
doing and let him lay, unharmed. Good
thing that we had no other children, or he
would have angered them some
thing fierce. But he’d always
been the first to make us
laugh after anythin’ too
serious, whether it was
Uncle Joe getting
riled up after too
many whiskeys, or
the times when his
Mama had one of
her spells, God
rest her soul.
The first time
he’d been in a
fight, it was
because of that
smile. He’d been
at school one day
when he couldn’t
have been mo’
than 10 years old.
Out on the play
ground, playin’ some
child’s game, and then
all of the sudden he threw
a punch at some other lady’s
little boy and then they both hit
the dirt, a mass of flailing fists and
bleedin’ noses. The only reason I knew that
was cause o’ the fact that I worked as a jan
itor at his school. He never knew it—his
Mama used to say I was like his guardian
angel, watching over him. That image

couldn’t have been more wrong, huh? So
there he was lying on the mat and his lids
flutterin’ over glassy eyes, and it was
all my doin’.
The doctor showed up,
looking just as smart as
the one who had
been there to pull
him out into the
world. But all
this one did
was shake his
head, and say
things that
sounded like
Greek
to
me. And all
I could feel
was blame
weighin’
down on my
shoulders like
that big ol’
wooden cross
across the back
of Jesus while he
walked up cavalry
to his death.
I pushed him into his
second fight; I remember it
clear as day. I remember, on
account o’ the fact that I took him to the
gym soon as he was a teenager. There the
air was smoky and smelled like sweat and
blood and tears, and I remember my boy
coughing, and me telling him to quiet

down, that the smell was what made a man
a man. Funny thing—the only smell that I
grew up on was window cleaner and dirty
mop water. But I remember that when my
old friend “Hard Rock” Roberts had
grabbed his jaw, and pulled back those
thick lips of his. Then he looked up at me,
and said in the cold, hard voice of a man
who’s seen somebody die, “You betta take
a good picture of these here teeth ‘cause
they ain’t gonna be there for long once he
steps into the ring.”
Oak Tree was looking down at my boy,
his eyes like two pieces of flint, and the
doctor was still there, mutterin’ and pacin’
and mutterin’ some more. I couldn’t
believe how weak my son looked laying
there, just a buncha broken dreams and
shattered expectations. And then, real
weak at first, I heard him say something.
The blood was pooled in his mouth, so it
splattered onto the dirty mat while he
spoke, but I could hear him clear as day.
Clearer than I ever heard anything afore in
my life.
“Daddy, am I a man now? Am I a man?”
His mouth opened, one last time, and
then the doctor grabbed his wrist, flipped
his crippled body over. I waited a beat,
two, three, and I knew. My boy, my darling
little boy with the winning smile and the
losing right hook, was dead. But I like to
think, sometimes when I’m in bed, woken
from a nightmare so real I cannot speak,
that he died a man. When he died, it was as
a man.
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What are you being for
Halloween ?

“Maureen Kitson and Julie Smith.”
Julie Smith ’10, Maureen Kitson ’10

“A hot dog in a bun!.”
Matt Miller ’09, Molly Kerwin ’09

“Sesame Street.”
Steve Harrison ’09, Reese Roach ’09, Andy Graham ’09,
Biagio Gallifoco ’09

“A Ginger.”
Tim O’Mara’ll

“Walk of shame girls.”
Caroline Rappa ’ 11 and Megan Moran ’ 11

“What do you think. . .Pretty good,
right?”
-Sarah Palin and Tina Fey
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Friars Scoreboard
Scores — Standings — Statistics — Schedules — Standouts

Standouts

Matt Marcin

Danette Doetzel

Men’s Soccer
Sophomore—Wilmington, Delaware

Women’s Cross Country
Senior—Macklin, Saskatchewan

Marcin scored the Friars’ only goal against the
Fighting Irish on Sunday, Oct. 19. He is now tied
for second on the team with three goals scored.

Doetzel was the first Friar to finish at the Pre
National Meet in Terre Haute, Indiana. She earned
tenth place with a time of 20:23.8.

Scores

Schedules
Friday, 10/24

Women’s Soccer vs. St. John’s
Swim & Dive at American
Men’s Ice Hockey at UMass-Lowell
Tennis at ITA Regionals

Friday, 10/17

Women’s Soccer vs. Notre Dame
Men’s Hockey vs. Northeastern

L, 5-0
L, 4-0

3:00 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m.
TBA

Saturday, 10/18

Men’s Cross Country at NCAA Pre-Nationals
Women’s Cross Country at NCAA Pre-Nationals
Men’s Hockey vs. Bowling Green
Women’s Hockey at Northeastern
Men’s Swimming vs. Lehigh
Women’s Swimming vs. Lehigh
Field Hockey vs. Louisville

Saturday, 10/25

9th of 41
11th of 41
W, 4-3
L, 1-0
L, 155-80
L,151-72
L, 4-1

Men’s Soccer at Marquette
Men’s Cross Country at CT State Invite
Women’s Cross Country at CT State Invite
Swim & Dive at Georgetown
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Boston College
Volleyball vs. Chicago State
Men’s Ice Hockey at Holy Cross
Tennis at ITA Regionals

Sunday, 10/19

Men’s Soccer at Notre Dame
Women’s Soccer vs. DePaul
Women’s Hockey at Vermont
Field Hockey vs. Vermont

L, 3-1
L, 1-0
W, 4-2
L, 1-0

4:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
11:00 a.m.
2:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.
TBA

Sunday, 10/26

Women’s Soccer vs. Syracuse
Field Hockey at Georgetown
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Maine

1:00 p.m.
12:00 p.m.
2:00 p.m.

Tuesday, 10/21

Volleyball vs. Bryant

Tuesday, 10/28

L, 3-2

Men’s Soccer at Harvard

3:00 p.m.

Standings
Men’s Big East Soccer Blue (10/22)

Team
Notre Dame
Connecticut
Georgetown
West Virginia
Seton Hall
Providence
Pittsburgh
Marquette

Big East
L
W
1
5
4
3
2
3
2
2
3
2
5
3
5
2
5
1

I
2
1
3
4
4
1
1
2

Overall
W
L
9
4
7
3
8
3
4
6
6
6
6
5
6
6
2
7

Big East Field Hockey (10/22)

I
2
4
3
5
4
3
2
4

Team
Louisville
Syracuse
Connecticut
Villanova
Providence
Rutgers
Georgetown

Big East
W
L
4
1
1
3
1
2
2
2
2
3
1
3
0
3

Overall
w L
10
5
15
1
13
2
5
11
10
8
4
12
14
0

Sports

October 23, 2008

The Cowl 31

Men’s Soccer:
Execution Key
to Success

In Training: Thoughts on
Marathon Preparation

continued from back page

Editor’s Note: Dan O’Brien ’09 and J.T. Scanlan, Ph.D.,
associate professor of English are both training for the United
States Marine Corps Marathon in Washington, D. C, at the end
of October. They will be sharing their thoughts on what it is
like to train for and run a marathon in this weekly feature.

COURTESY OF GOOGLE IMAGES

The Professor
by J.T. Scanlan
Guest Columnist

At about this time in my training, I
should be “tapering.” This wise strategy,
designed to preserve one’s energy for the
big race, assumes, of course, that all
along I’ve been achieving tough goals
during months and months of training.
Like most amateur marathoners, I sus
pect, I’m somewhat behind. Thus over
the past two weekends, I’ve actually
bumped up the mileage. And doing this
has brought out a new kind of response
from friends and family.
A few weekends ago, when I called my
father to tell him I reprised my
Philadelphia run by adding to one of my
longer runs a round-trip journey along
Boston’s Freedom Trail, he laughed with
me in a new way.
“When I finally left the North End and
made it to Old Ironsides at the Charlestown
Navy Yard,” I explained, “I did wonder if it
might be an idea to take a long cab ride
home, since I was so far away from West
Cambridge. But I felt in pretty good shape,
Dad, and I need to get in these long runs.”
“Wow!” he blurted, while laughing.
Obviously, the reference to the oldest
active ship in the United States Navy did
n’t trigger any talk about my folks’ recent
trip to Boston, during which I took them to
various eighteenth-century tourist stops.
The bizarre nature of my running, as well
as my mad glee in recounting my workout,
remained the main topic.
Last weekend, I received a similar reac
tion from a good friend when I picked up
my daughter after a long play-date.
“So, how did your jogging go this morn
ing, John?” Annette cheerfully asked, as
she attended to the after-effects of a splen
did Oktoberfest she and, her husband had
put on the previous afternoon.
“I think it went well. I ran down to Old
Ironsides, as I had the week before, and I
must say, I feel better this week than I did
last week. I think I’m in OK shape. I don’t
know: maybe that great grilled bratwurst
supplied me with extra strength, though
around mile four I didn’t think so.”
“John, Old Irons ides?!” Her face con
torted in amused shock, and she looked
away. Evidently, she wasn’t sure all this
was as funny as I pretended it was.
And so, the obvious question must be
answered. Indeed, my eight-year old
daughter presented it well last night,
when I asked for her advice about this
week’s column.
“Why don’t you write about why you’re
running the Marine Corps Marathon,
Dad?” She had a huge smile on her face.
This is the hard question—for anyone
training for a marathon. And while I’m hard
ly qualified to be my own best biographer, I
can’t get away from three basic reasons.
First, the Marathon Corps Marathon is a
tribute to the ideals of amateur athletics,
and during a time when these ideals are
regularly flouted and mocked, I feel hon
ored to be able to support these ideals. In
the Marine Corps Marathon, the 30,000 or
so runners come from all walks of life, and
they’ve embraced, simply by training for
the race, the importance of physical fit
ness, mental determination, and team spir
it. This Sunday, all of us will be on the
same team, ready to help one another.
When we come to windy Hains Point,
around mile 17, I’m certain I’ll see runners
stopping to help their fellow injured run
ners. I’ll also see runners encouraging,
and taking real pleasure, in their col

leagues’ achievements. I think we need
more of that attitude now, in many walks of
life. We need it especially in academic life.
True to its amateur ideals, the event does
not reek of the stink of money culture and
I like that. Compare, to use an obvious
example, high-visibility Division I-A col
lege sports to the Marine Corps Marathon.
Marathoners are not coached by quasi-professional millionaires. The Marine Corps,
unlike many otherwise distinguished col
leges, is not paying anyone a scandalous
and outrageous market-driven salary to
produce a winner, and thus promote suc
cessful fundraising. These amateur ath
letes themselves paid a modest entrance
fee to register for the event, and they paid
for their own shoes and uniforms. When
traveling in Philadelphia recently, mem
bers of the Duke University varsity men’s
basketball team stayed at the Ritz-Carlton
on Broad Street. The vast bulk of the par
ticipants in the Marine Corps Marathon
will be staying in other sorts of places,
needless to say, and those who don’t stay
with relatives or friends will find hotel
rooms at “conference rates,” and pay for
their rooms themselves.
In short, the hypocrisy and vulgarity
of fake-professional college sports are
not a part of the Marine Corps
Marathon. And that’s part of what
makes it appealing to me.
Second, many members of my own
family have served in the U.S. Army and
U.S. Navy, as least as far back as the Civil
War, and the Marines at the race will be
inspiring to me and most everyone else.
From my earliest years, I have rather
enjoyed the presence of military people in
all sorts of gatherings, and our disagree
ments on things as I grew older were
never personal. As a boy growing up in
D.C. during the Vietnam War, I came of
age when the military was at one of its
lowest points in American history. And
when in the late 1970s I entered college
(and not the Naval Academy, like some of
my relatives, notably), I entered a world
that justifiably questioned long-held
assumptions about the conduct of our mil
itary. But the era of the Vietnam War is,
fortunately, receding into the past.
College students these days were born
more than ten years after “American
involvement” in that war ended.
Increasingly, we are coming to realize
that the Vietnam War and all its lessons are
not analogous to the Iraq War. And our
culture has changed accordingly. Civilians
are much more likely these days to thank a
soldier at the airport than recoil from
him—or her. Which means that this
Sunday, all those military people at the
Marathon will be reassuring, even inspir
ing. Their determination and their com
mitment will help us runners make it up
that last steep hill just before the finish at
the Marine Corps Memorial in Arlington.
Finally, this Sunday will be a great day
for Washington, D.C., my hometown. For
the thousands of runners and thousands of
fans, the usual political disagreements—now increasingly partisan and bitter—will
be put aside for a day. Huge, homemade
signs reading “Go, Dad!” will replace the
usual printed placards handed out on those
days when, say, the U.S. Supreme Court
hears oral arguments on abortion, on affir
mative action, or on the right to bear arms.
It will be a day when amateur sports at
their best remind us that our strongly held
disagreements need not be personal.
This Sunday will be that one day in DC
when everybody roots for everybody.

The Student
Dan O’Brien ’09
Guest Columnist

by

“This is a reminder e-mail message
with your registration number necessary
to download your e-confirmation. You
must bring this e-confirmation to Packet
Pick-up at the Health and Fitness Expo at
the D.C. Armory to retrieve your race bib
and chip.”
I have avoided this e-mail for the last
two months. With four days left until the
race there is literally nowhere to run; it is
time to open this e-mail that has been sit
ting in my inbox since late August. This
email has gone unnoticed for so long
because I wanted to read it when I was
physically and mentally in the right stage
of my training to fathom running another
marathon. As I began to read the e-mail,
I was quickly made aware of how differ
ent this race would be from last year’s
Philadelphia Marathon. The Marines take
this extremely seriously; this is not just
another 26.2 mile race, rather it is a meet
ing between military and civilians with
safety and general well being of the par
ticipants as the main objective.
As I continued on in the e-mail I was
: struck by several locations that made this
experience much more real to me. I pick
up my bib and chip at the D.C. Armory,
start to the sound of a cannon at The
Arlington Memorial, run by Arlington
National Cemetery, and finish at the
Marine Corps War Memorial. These are
not landmarks to remind runners of where
they should be at different parts of the
race; these national landmarks are loaded
with historic meaning. You learn about
these American landmarks in textbooks
and you see them in movies but do you
actually appreciate their historic and emo
tional value? I assume that in few short
days I will see new meanings behind these
landmarks.
This race is not exclusive to runners.
Countless Marines and family members of
fallen military members participate as a
way to honor a son, daughter, or friend
who has fallen during military service. In
this regard I think this race will be like
nothing I have ever experienced—people
are not just running to stay fit, they are
showing gratitude for their son’s, daugh
ter’s, or friend’s service and commitment
to our country. As I begin to grasp the
emotional and historic aspects of this race,
I am beginning to analyze my motives for
running. Sure I want to set a PR this week
end, but in the grand scheme of things this
goal seems trivial. How does a few min
utes better than my time last year compare
to a runner who finishes the race for a fall
en loved one?
As I wrap up my training and begin to
focus on my trip to Washington D.C., I
cannot help but feel anxious. Sunday
morning at 8:00 a.m. is when five months
of training will (hopefully) pay off. After
a 17 mile adventure through North
Providence and Lincoln last weekend, I’m
finally feeling optimistic about this
Sunday. Two months ago I feared I had bit
off more than I could chew, but now I’m
confident that I have put in the proper
amount of training to run a strong race. I
guess we’ll see on Sunday.

and ensure a Friars’ victory.
“If we finish off the rest of the season
strong we can still be in the top four and
host a game in the first round of Big East
play, which is what we need and hope for,”
said Coach Daley. “We want to be above
.500 in conference, because that would put
us in a position where the pressure would
be on other teams to be almost perfect for
the rest of the season to knock us out of the
top four.”
Maduro echoed Daley’s thoughts, saying
“Saturday is a big game and there are a lot
of implications for what we want to do, so
this week requires a lot of work and prepa
ration and doing every single thing we are
asked to do 100 percent. Once we leave
campus and we start traveling, it’s all exe
cution, so these four days we have to really
prepare and when game time comes we are
prepared and can just play the game.”
This Saturday, Oct. 25, the Friars will
travel to Milwaukee, Wise, to take on the
2-7-4 Marquette Golden Eagles at 4:00
p.m. in a game which will have a huge
impact on the teams postseason hopes.

Field Hockey:
Now 10-8
continued from back page
the back of the cage. Providence got on the
scoreboard in the 33rd minute as Lipski
found Poulin who got loose in the left side
of the circle. Poulin went one-on-one with
Louisville’s Heather Bustanoboy, but her
initial effort was thwarted. Then, with a
diving effort at the left post, Poulin was
able to tip the ball into the back of the
cage. It marked her 10th goal of the season
and got the Friars within one (2-1) heading
into halftime.
However, the second half was dominat
ed by Louisville. The Cardinals continued
to feed off their early success, and added
on two more goals to take a 4-1 victory.
Despite the score, the Friars still put forth
a solid effort. Junior goalkeeper Rachel
Chamberlain recorded nine saves for
Providence in the loss.
The loss to Louisville put PC at 2-3 in the
Big East, dropping them into the fifth spot
of conference standings. The Friars now
find themselves behind Louisville,
Syracuse, Connecticut and Villanova. The
Friars have another critical week of action
ahead of them as they face up against
Georgetown on Sunday, Oct. 26.
To get prepared for post-season competi
tion, the team has been training rigorously.
“In the weekends leading up to the Big
East tournament our coach has scheduled
back-to-back games on weekends, with lit
tle recovery time in between,” said senior
Megan Holden.
In addition, the Friars have been brush
ing up on their fundamentals.
“Lately, we have been working on more
tactile skills,” said senior Maggie Ciarcia.
All teams within the Big East have
been playing well of late and have gar
nered recognition in the national rank
ings. PC is currently ranked 20th in the
nation and still very much alive for a bid
to the Big East tournament.

Spring Break
2009
Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go Free.
Call for Group Discounts.
Best Prices Guaranteed!
Best Parties!
Jamaica, Cancun, Acapulco,
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.
For More Information or
Reservations, contact:
1-800-648-4849 or
www.ststravel.com
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Men’s Hockey Splits Opening Weekend Contests
by Al Daniel ’ll
Sports Staff

Upon watching his understudy, line
mate, and first-unit power play associate
freshman Matt Bergland one-time his
pass into the net, men’s hockey senior for
ward Pierce Norton broke
MEN’S into a proud, big-brotherly
HOCKEY grin that his helmet cage
couldn’t obscure.
Norton, coming off a
career year (14 goals, 10 assists) in 200708, had just set up Bergland’s first colle
giate goal and the eventual game-clincher
in a 4-3 triumph over Bowling Green on
Saturday, Oct 18. The goal also made for
Bergland’s third point of the night and
rounded out PC’s refreshing plunge into
the game-time rhythm, which was stalled
for the first half of the opening weekend in
a 4-0 loss to Northeastern on Friday.
So that was Bergland’s exponentially
uplifting manner of introducing himself in
his first weekend of collegiate competi
tion. After the fact, Head Coach Tim Army
offered his verbal introduction to the so far
radiant rookie.
“He’s a very intelligent player, he’s
very instinctive, (and) he’s very, very
quick,” Army said. “He has a good feel
for the game. He can play at a fast-pace,
and he’s got a good stick and a good
nose for the net.
“We may start to integrate him a little
more into the penalty killing, but we
don’t want to give him too much yet as
a freshman. We’ll let him concentrate on
his power play as well as his even
strength play with John (Cavanagh) and
Ian (O’Connor).
“I think his line is coming together
with Johnny Cavanagh and Ian
O’Connor. And from Friday night,
where you had a number of guys on the
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Senior forward Pierce Norton had a goal and an assist in the Friars’ first win of
the season over Bowling Green on Saturday, Oct. 18.

power play, we reduced that to six on
Saturday. You had Matty working with
John and Pierce Norton [on the first
unit] and you had Mazz [Nick
Mazzolini] with Matt Germain and Kyle
Laughlin [on the second unit].”
Army’s last point underscored the early
evolution of his team as a whole. The bulk
of the nation’s programs had already bro
ken in their 34-game intercollegiate itiner
aries while the Friars conducted their
Black-White intrasquad exhibition on
Saturday, Oct. 11. And Northeastern, hav

ing already padded on a win and a tie in an
excursion to Alaska, exploited PC’s initial
rust in Friday’s tussle.
“Usually it takes some time to work the
rust off,” Army admitted. “I thought we
played well on Friday, but there were times
when we didn’t quite have the rhythm
we’d like to have. And coming right back
to play the next night, I feel like the guys
who played in both games felt much better
on the second night.”
First things first, Providence had to
thaw out growing pains slightly

engorged by Husky-induced dog bites.
Though starkly outdone in terms of shots on
net (35-24), face-off wins (39-24), and dis
cipline (three power plays versus PC’s
seven), Northeastern hammered home
every break they could get, including a
shorthanded connection by
Tyler
McNeely'aea—his second goal of the
night—that finalized the 4-0 knockout.
“I thought we played pretty well in
stretches on Friday night, but we made
some critical mistakes, and that’s the
challenge for our program,” said Army.
“When you play against good teams, you
deviate from the things you’re trying to
do, start to take shortcuts, and they take
advantage of that.”
The roles more or less flip-flopped the
subsequent night when Bowling Green
strolled into Schneider Arena. After
Bergland’s strike inched the Friars ahead,
4-2, the gritty Falcons ran up a 15-9 edge
in the shooting gallery and lured their hosts
into three late penalties, including a fiveminute hitting-from-behind major to
O’Connor with 2:43 to spare in regulation.
But Army was apt to commend senior
goaltender Chris Manni—putting in his
first appearance since he put out Tyler
Sims’ fire against Michigan last December
and rotating with freshman Justin Gates
while Ryan Simpson’s recurrent injury
heals- for placidly and assuredly fending
off the attempted rally until the Falcons
halved the deficit a tad too late with 3.5
seconds on the clock.
“Chris has really grown in three years and
the one thing about Chris is he’s going to go in
and compete, and I think he did that,” the skip
per offered. “You really saw that late in the
game on those penalty kills.”
That rigidity preserved the initial W, not
to mention the sentimental value of multi
point nights by Bergland, Cavanagh,
Norton, and Matt Taormina.

Friars Update
A recap of the week in Providence sports
Friars Have Up and Down Week with Win and Close Loss
The Providence College Volleyball
Team earned one win and one loss this
week in two spirited contests that aptly
demonstrated the progress that the vol
leyball squad has made this season. PC
has won four of its last six matches.
The Friars suffered a loss at the
hands of Bryant University on
Tuesday, Oct. 21, by a 3-2 margin.
Providence won the first two sets but
was unable to hold off the Bulldogs
who won three consecutive sets for the
narrow win.
Senior Elizabeth Flynn registered a
.600 hitting percentage in the match,
which ranks her among the nation’s
best in that category. Eight blocks by
senior Jeanette Toney made for a solid
offensive showing.
The Friars came out firing in their 30 sweep of St. Francis in Brooklyn
Heights, New York on Friday, Oct. 17.

Providence won with scores of 25-9,
25-8 and 25-18.
The hero of the evening was Toney,
whose seven blocks moved her into
second place on the all-time
Providence blocks list. Toney presently
has 410 blocks in her career as a Friar.
Toney also had a team-high 14 kills,
and her efforts were followed up by
Flynn’s 11 kills.
Other statistical leaders for Providence
included senior Kelly Krahenbuhl who
had 19 digs and senior Sara Sheehan,
who recorded 28 assists.
The Friars now stand at 12-11 on the
season, and they will look to move
even higher above .500 when they
compete against Chicago State at home
on Saturday, Oct. 25 at 4:00 p.m.
- John Butler ’ll
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Senior middle blocker Jeanette Toney posted a double-double against Bryant on
Tuesday, Oct 21, and had seven blocks in the Friars’ victory over St. Francis on
Friday, Oct. 17.

"Killarney"
93 Pinehurst Avenue
Beautiful 6 Bedroom Home
An Emerald Isle Property
Call Stan Kizlinski. 401-316-8457 or skizlinski@cox.net

Women’s Hockey: 2-4-0
continued from page 33

Catamounts’ 27 stabs, including the last
five unanswered in the stretch drive of the
third period. It was a somewhat bookish
reversal from the Friars’ venture to
Northeastern the prior afternoon.
Providence, which besides the game lost
senior A-captain Katy Beach to an upper
body injury—Deraney’s proclaimed incen
tive for his line-up shake-ups- ran up a 3120 edge in Saturday’s shooting gallery,
sprinting rabidly ahead in the final fifteen
minutes after Husky Ali Bielawski beat
Ciarletta for the game’s only goal. Under
the upgrade in urgency, the Friars author
ized but one more shot at Ciarletta while
heaving nine at Northeastern’s Florence
Schelling, seven of them spaced over three
power plays.
But the Huskies’ freshman phenom—
who together with sophomore Leah
Sulyma has now laid four goose eggs in six
outings, including Sunday’s 3-0 knockout
of mighty Connecticut—held her ground
for the day. “That’s what happens with
good goalies,” Deraney granted. “She got
a couple of good breaks.”
And so, the Friars spilled their appetite
over to Sunday in Burlington and bussed
back to campus propitiated after shattering

their scoring chrysalis and pulling even to a
1-1 record in their young Hockey East slate.
“It’s really important that the girls get
rewarded for their efforts,” Deraney
offered. “When you only give up three
goals on a weekend and score four, you
usually expect to get more than just two
points (in the standings).
“But we’re getting better every day,” he
concluded. “We’re growing.”

LIVE BETTER in
Apartments from
WWW.PROVIDENCEPLACES.COM:
Many 3-12 bed recently renovated apart
ments and full houses available.
Houses on Oakland, Pembroke, Eaton,
Pinehurst, and Tyndall.
Most have new Bathrooms, new
Kitchens, shiny Hardwood floors,
Parking and Laundry.
Many also have phone, cable, and high
speed internet connections in every room.
Check out pictures on our web site or call
401 -952-0966 for more details.
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Women’s Soccer Downed by No. 1 Irish and DePaul
by John Butler ’ll
Sports Editor

The Providence College Women’s
Soccer Team has battled as of late, but
fortune has not frowned upon their efforts
in the past two weeks. The girls in black
and white have suffered
four consecutive losses, but
WOMEN'S in spite of being eliminated
SOCCER from Big East Tournament
contention, they maintain
the same level of heart and enthusiasm
that has characterized them through the
2008 campaign.
“As much as our team would like to be
winning right now, we are all still very
proud and happy with what we have
accomplished so far,” said sophomore
goaltender Jill Schott. “No one is disap
pointed with our play, and we have accom
plished so much already since last year.”
Providence’s two most recent contests
ended in two losses: one to national power
house No. 1/1 Notre Dame with a score of 50 on Friday, Oct. 17, and another to DePaul
with a score of 1-0 on Sunday, Oct. 19. The
Friars now stand at 5-7-3 (0-6-3 Big East).
The box score does not do justice to the
Friars’ performance against DePaul, which
was worthy of a tie if not a victory.
“The girls did everything we asked
them to do, knowing that every game is

an elimination game,” said Friars Head
Coach Jim McGirr. “They gave a spirited,
passionate performance and I couldn’t
have asked for more.”
Indeed, junior Caitlin Hostetler and sen
ior Christie Gent put forth smashmouth
play all afternoon, and especially as the
minutes ticked away. Hostetler, in her
debut performance in the backfield
ensured that the Blue Demons were kept
out of Friar territory for the majority of the
second period. Gent made a notable stand
in Friar territory against a late DePaul
offensive wave that stopped the Blue
Devils colder than a mackerel. DePaul’s
only goal was an own goal.
Behind the potent Friar defense was
Schott, whose iron-wall play has been a
constant for the Friars through the duration
of her first season starting in goal. Her four
saves against DePaul raised her total to 77
saves on the season.
“Last year was definitely a learning
experience for me and is where I think I
began to understand the flow of the game
and how competitive it would be,” said
Schott. “Now it’s just all about focusing on
the details and getting everything right...
As long as we play our game we are
always able to compete.”
And truly the Friars have engaged each
team on the 2008 schedule in spirited con
tests. Ties against Louisville, Marquette,
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Junior Tara Ricciardi had four shots
against DePaul on Sunday, Oct. 19.
and Cincinnati have marked this season of
development, but clutch goals at critical
times have ultimately been lacking.
“[The Friars have played right with teams]
they haven’t been able to compete with in the
past,” said McGirr. “It is disappointing that
we haven’t gotten wins, but this team has
been competitive in every game and that has
not been the case in the past.”
It seemed that the DePaul game was up
for grabs into the final minutes of play,
and the Friars cut into Blue Demon terri
tory in the second half like a knife
through warm butter. Fast drives by junior
Tara Ricciardi and sophomore Kate
DelCiampo seemed to dance dangerously
close to putting a ball in the back of the
DePaul net, but the Friars were unable to

put a point on the board.
But they did come close. Late in the sec
ond period, one Friar goal was disallowed
due to an offsides call, and Ricciardi near
ly evened the score with a shot that bounced
off of the crossbar in the 79th minute.
And while the offense has produced less
than has been desired, the caliber of scor
ing opportunities has been high, and the
defense has stepped up when it has had to
do so. Four of the Friars’ losses this season
have been decided by one goal.
“Christie Gent and Marra Whaley do a
fantastic job holding down the middle and
Courtney Collins, Taylor Bartini, and
Jackie Pastor are all imperative to keeping
players outside as well as creating an
attacking threat,” said Schott. “We all
work well together and understand each
others’ strengths and weaknesses.”
Unfortunately, the explosiveness of the
Notre Dame offense could only be man
ageably contained for the first seventy
minutes of play by the Providence defense.
PC held the Fighting Irish to two goals for
the majority of the game, but the
Providence playing corps, was reduced to
ten late in the game, and as a result, Notre
Dame was able to notch three more goals.
“There were some very good goals by
Notre Dame. They did a good job getting
our defender off-balance and then getting
into the box,” said McGirr. “I thought we
showed opportunities to play, but I don’t
think we were as dangerous in the final third
of the game. The score is very deceiving.”
The Friars return to action for the final
two games of the regular season on Friday,
Oct. 24, against St. John’s. Senior Day is
slated for Sunday, Oct. 26, at 1:00 p.m., at
Glay Field. The Friars will seek to end the
season on a high note, confident that their
efforts have not gone unnoticed.
“[We’re] looking to finish with a bang,
not with a whimper,” said McGirr. “The
seniors want to go out on a good note. We
want to finish at .500 and I think we’re wor
thy of that. We want to see the kind of per
formance that we know we’re capable of.”

PC Skaters Net Second Win
by Al Daniel ’ll
Sports Staff

Women’s Hockey Head Coach Bob
Deraney fired a tricky, twirling wrist shot
at the puck prophets by reinstating senior
goaltender
Danielle
Ciarletta
at
■Northeastern last Saturday, Oct. 18.
When the Friars were previously seen in
game time attire, freshman Genevieve
Lacasse appeared to be the sole masked
lady of momentum, having made three
consecutive starts and backstopped the
team’s first win over Colgate October 11.
But, this being a game of constant resur
facing, Deraney’s appraisal changed
before the team bus even flipped on the
ignition. “I felt that they both deserved to
play this weekend based on their perform
ances in practice,” he said. “Both young
ladies have been doing a good job battling
for playing time.”
As fate would have it, Deraney’s move
in the cage was merely the taster before a
tempest of tweaks in his depth chart
between Saturday’s bitter 1-0 falter to the
Huskies and the subsequent excursion to
Vermont on Sunday, Oct. 19.
A few jutting highlights of those revi
sions: season-long first line forward Alyse
Ruff partnered with fellow sophomore
Jean O’Neill and junior Jackie Duncan
-who were, incidentally, her offensive
associates for the better part of the first
half of last season. Freshman Ashley
Cottrell plugged Ruff’s old spot opposite
Mari Pehkonen and Laura Veharanta on
the starting line. Two-way connoisseur
Erin Normore inched up to center the third
line with Abby Gauthier and Arianna
Rigano for her first offensive assignment
since last November.
Well, those tweaks worked well enough
for an immediate dose of redemption-a 42 triumph with all of the day’s scoring
compacted into the second period and a
total of 10 Friars putting their names to
the scoresheet.
In her little stride along Memory Lane
with O’Neill and Duncan, Ruff inserted
the eventual game-clinching strike at 9:33
of the decisive middle frame, at that point
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Sophomore Alyse Ruff was one of four
different Friars who scored against
Vermont on Sunday, Oct. 19.

nudging PC ahead 3-1, and only 14 sec
onds after Chelsea Furlani put Vermont on
the board with her first of two power play
conversions on the day -both of which
were assisted by ex-Friar Brittany Nelson.
Duncan, returning from an injury that
had sidelined her throughout the previous
weekend, collected a helper (as did
O’Neill) to go with her goal (PC’s second
of the day) at the 8:30 mark.
Only 90 seconds after she stepped out of
the box early thanks to Furlani’s second
power play tally at 18:19, Normore left a
rebound for Rigano to bury, renewing the
two-goal lead and ultimately solidifying
the 4-2 upshot.
And in her prompt return to the cage,
Lacasse handled the bulk of the
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Remember, Cowl readers ... we want to
hear from you! Just e-mail your questions
either about PC sports or sports in general to
cowlsports@gmail.com, and we’ll do our
best to answer them—and stir up a little
debate if we can!
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Here’s to Your Health:
Slow Down and Stretch
by

Thanks,
The Cowl Sports Staff

Will the New England Patriots earn a playoff berth on
Matt Cassel’s arm in a competitive AFC?
As QB Tom Brady lay clutching his
When Tom Brady went down in Week 1,
the entire AFC rejoiced. The bully of the left knee during the 17-10 Patriots win
NFL was without its franchise quarterback, over Kansas City in Week 1, it seemed
making the playoff picture in the conference as if New England’s season was all but
unclear. The Buffalo Bills should win the lost. Despite uneasiness that the play of
AFC East, leaving the wild card as the QB Matt Cassel has caused at times, the
Patriots’ only chance for postseason glory. Pats find themselves in ideal position to
Jacksonville and Indy will duke it out for grab a coveted AFC wild card spot
second in the AFC South, with the winner thanks in part to a 41-7 thrashing of
claiming one wild card berth. San Diego and AFC West leading Denver on Monday,
Denver can both finish 10-6 in a weak AFC and an unexpected 4-2 record.
The remaining schedule for New
West, and Brett Favre will grow more com
England offers plenty of opportunity to
fortable with the Jets in time.
Unlike the Ravens or Bears, the Patriots pad their resume with match-ups against
aren’t built to win with defense. Besides lowly St. Louis, Oakland, Seattle, and
their perennial All-Pro front three, there is Miami, as well as big games against wild
nothing but an aging linebacker core and a card contending Indianapolis and AFCquestionable secondary. Belichick’s game East leading Buffalo twice. Even with the
plan was to pass the ball 50 times and loss of Brady and safety Rodney Harrison
score as many points as possible, hoping the Patriots are still a team saturated with
the opposition couldn’t keep up offensive talent. Cassel is surrounded by offensive
ly. He can’t do that with Cassel and it weapons including wide outs Randy Moss
seems too late to convert to a run-orientat and Wes Welker. New England ranks third
ed scheme. The offensive line is average at in the AFC in rushing offense and has been
best, their definition of a running game is effective in rotating backs Sammy Morris,
quick slants to Wes Welker, and the run Kevin Faulk, and LaMont Jordan in
Laurence Maroney’s absence. Cassel’s
ning backs were used sparingly in 2007.
Brady’s injury isn’t the only costly loss game is clearly not analogous to Brady, yet
with which the Patriots have to deal. he does just enough to win games. New
Season-ending injuries to Laurence England fans, it’s important to remem
Maroney and Rodney Harrison will ham ber—no matter how ugly, a win is a win.
per the offensive and defensive units,
The Patriots’ epic defeat in the Super
respectively. Kevin Faulk and Sammy Bowl last February, Brady’s Week 1 depar
Morris don’t possess the offensive abili ture, and Tampa’s elimination of the Red
ties of Maroney, and Harrison’s leader Sox in the ALCS have fueled what seems
ship qualities and intensity cannot be to be a crumbling Boston sports dynasty.
duplicated by his replacement. The atti With a 6-4 record in their remaining 10
tude of Randy Moss could present yet games and steady play from Cassel, the
another personnel problem throughout Pats can reverse this trend and secure an
the season. If Cassel can’t consistently AFC Wild Card berth come January.
get him the ball, he could pack it in for
the year like he did in Oakland.
- Chris Crawford ’10

-Anthony Valentino ’09

Casey Reutemann ’09
Sports Staff

And they’re off...sneakers laced, iPods
blasting, water guzzled: the daily race to the
fitness finish line is familiar to many. You
round the bend from Cardio to the Final
Lap; strength training.
HEALTH & Some bicep curls, tricep
FITNESS dips, ab-work, and squats
and...you’re done. You
cross the line, take your
bow and move on.
If it seems like I left something out, then
good, I did. In fact, most people do. In case
its not clear, I’m talking about stretching;
one of the most important, yet consistently
overlooked aspects of a fitness routine.
Unfortunately, stretching is often
regarded as too time consuming, slow,
boring, or difficult, especially in compar
ison to the satisfaction of sweat-inducing
cardio and quasi-instant gratification of
strength training. Ironically, it is stretch
ing that improves our body’s flexibility
and posture and increases blood and
nutrient supply to muscles that allows us
to comfortably participate in daily activi
ty. Stretching also prevents injury and
reduces soreness from training.
With all of the benefits that stretching
promises, it seems foolish not to set aside
time for it. However, time is at a premium
in the life of a college student and it’s
understandable how forced academic,
social, and health prioritization often
makes even the most health-conscious stu
dents fall by the stretching-wayside.
What if I told you that stretching didn’t
have to be an either-or choice? That you
could incorporate it into your daily routine
without sacrificing your other commit
ments? In fact, you could be doing it right
now as you read these words.
Don’t get the wrong idea, I’m not asking
you to slip into your workout gear and start
doing the downward dog in the middle of
the library. Not to be judgmental, but I
would advise you against that if you intend
to get out of your college experience with
some friends. It is possible, though, to
inconspicuously stretch throughout your

daily routine so that by the end of the day
your muscles and mind are relaxed and
ready to do it all again tomorrow.
The following are some suggestions on
how to fit stretching in, regardless of
whether you are at the gym, in the dorm, or
at a desk. The objective is to stretch each
major muscle group in a slow, controlled
manner holding each stretch for 10 to 60
seconds, repeated two to three times. You
should aim to reach a point of mild dis
comfort, not pain.
Stretch while you study: Take momen
tary breaks from your position hunched
over the computer (we all do it). For
example, sit back and slowly tilt your neck
to each side, making sure to take deep
breaths while you do so to deepen the
stretch. On another break, reach your arms
overhead to stretch your core. Continue to
alternate between working and short
stretch-breaks until you have both finished
your work and stretched your entire body.
Trick your training system: If you
really find it difficult to sit down at the
gym on a mat after your workout and
devote precious potential lunch/homework/party/date time to stretching, try
modifying your routine to incorporate it
within your already established workout.
Try stretching each muscle after you use it,
for example. If you do a set of bicep curls,
stretch before you move on to your next
exercise. By the end of the workout, you
will have stretched all of the muscles that
you worked and will ultimately be able to
get a better workout next time.
Yoga for everyone: Yoga is the best
method of honing in on the mind-body
connection via stretching. If you have
never done it before, it’s best to start out
slow, under the supervision of a profes
sional. There are a multitude of yoga stu
dios in the area, especially on the East
Side, for those who are interested in ven
turing off campus. However, if you are
crunched for time, transportation, and
cash, check out www.yogatoday.com; a
great Web site that provides free video
Yoga workouts that can be played on your
laptop and done anywhere!

Swim and Dive Team Drops Close Opener to Lehigh
by

Alexis Smith ’12
Sports Staff

Saturday evening from 5:00 p.m.-9:00
p.m., in the Taylor Natatorium, located in
Peterson Center, the Providence College
Swimming and Diving Team had a meet
against the fierce swimmers
SWIM & and divers from Lehigh
DIVE University. The men’s squad
came up on the short end of
a 155-80 and the women’s
team lost 151-72. Although Providence
may not have won the meet, it was a great
learning experience.
“It gave us a place to start with our times
and helped us towards achieving the Big
East cuts,” said senior Lauren Sepe, who
was the only Providence woman to earn
first place in the meet.
The team swam fast and hard keeping
up with Lehigh in many events. The diving
team kept the race going, as well.
Sophomore Jimmy Cebulski placed
second in both men’s one-meter diving
events, with a score of 136.73 in the first
round and 204.75 in the second round.
“I just got a good night sleep and lis
tened to ‘Kashmir’ by Led Zeppelin before
the event,” said Cebulski about his pre
game preparation.
This was only Cebulski’s second meet
with the team. He joined second semester
of his freshman year. “The reason I am
enjoying it so much is the coach, Newell
Roberts,” said Cebulski.
At 3:00 p.m. the swim team did a “wake
up” swim, which is a pre-race warm up.
Then at 5:00 p.m. the meet started with the
diving events. The Friars were led by five
divers, while Lehigh only had three.
After, the swim teams got into the
pool for an hour warm-up to get their
heart rates up. Then, the swim meet
began with the women’s, then men’s
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Sophomore Courtney Larcom took third place in the 800-meter freestyle in a time
of 9:37.37 on Saturday, Oct. 18, in the Friars’ first meet of the 2008-09 season
against Lehigh. The women’s team notched 72 points on the day.
200-meter medley relays.
“I just need to stay relaxed. I listen to
my iPod while envisioning the race and try
to keep my heart rate up,” said Sepe about
her preparation before the meet. “I just get
up and race.”
“We compete against the big teams so
we can get some good competition,”
saidFriars Head Coach John O’Neill. The
Friars have only been training for a month

and a half. According to O’Neill the first
step is working on endurance and strength,
and then the intense racing starts.
“The volume of training goes up gradu
ally,” said O’Neill.
O’Neill is pleased with Providence’s
overall performance. He is prepared to
have the team ready to qualify for the Big
East cuts, which is the overall goal.
These meets early on in the season are

intended to get the team’s feet wet, no pun
intended. Their training has just started
and the freshmen swimmers are just get
ting used to the collegiate waters.
The PC freshmen men, Collin Casciano
and John Evans, did well, placing second
and third in the men’s 200-meter individ
ual medley. Some of the upper classmen
swimmers kept the team going with sec
onds and thirds in most of the events.
Junior Matthew Card, a freestyle and
butterfly swimmer, also had an outstand
ing performance. Competing in the men’s
200-meter freestyle, he finished second
place in a time of 2:00.23, which is a Big
East qualifying time.
Thanks to this meet the Swim Team has
an idea of the intensity yet to come, and
knows what it needs to work on in the
future. The Swim Team already has a rig
orous schedule with lifting up to three
times a week, and some swimmers have a
morning and an afternoon swim practice.
Between that and schoolwork the team
will be physically and mentally prepared
for the season ahead and the Big East cuts.
The Swimming and Diving Team’s next
meet will be the weekend of Oct. 24 at
American University in Washington, D.C.
The Friars return home meet for a Nov. 15
contest against Bryant University at 1:00
p.m. at the Taylor Natatorium.'Come cheer
on your fellow Friars at the pool!

For up-to-the-minute
news on all Friar sports,

be sure to visit
www.TheCowl.com
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FRIAR FAN FEST 2008

Join as at McPhail’s for brunch with KENO DAVIS!
Meet the new Mens Basketball Head Coach.
$25 pp. $10 for kids lOand under. CallJennie Perrault at 865-2835 formore info
or visit vnvw.providence.edu/alumni and click on 'events."
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Providence Looks to Keep Big East Hopes Alive
by

Chris Mammen ’ll
Sports Staff

With the season winding down and only
three games left, the Providence College
Men’s Soccer Team fell on Sunday to
ninth-ranked Notre Dame, ending a threegame win streak and bringing its overall
record to 6-5-3 and record in
MEN’S
the
Big east to 3-5-1. This
SOCCER was the end of an otherwise
solid week for the Friars,
with two home wins against
West Virginia and Bryant University.
Despite the recent loss, senior captain
and goalie Tim Murray feels the team is
back to its early season form, saying “We
were together for preseason for almost a
month and the team had a lot of time to
come together but we lost it a little bit and
it took us a while to get back to that true
team-first mentality which we had at the
start of the season. Notre Dame was a
tough loss, but we were still playing at the
level we expect to be at; all the guys are
back to bringing an edge and a fight now,
to really scrap and grind it out to get us
where we want to be.”
The Friars have struggled all year on the
road, tallying a mediocre 0-4-2 record, but
have still managed to hang in and have a
legitimate shot at fourth place in the con
ference, which would be good enough to
get them home-field advantage in the first
round of play.
“The games we grinded out have been
complete team performances, but our
biggest Achilles’ heel has been winning on
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Sophomore Matt Marcin scored the lone goal in the Friars’ loss to Notre Dame on
Sunday, Oct. 18. The goal was Marcin’s third of the season. He is tied with sopho
more Alex Redding for second in goals scored this season.
the road,” said Friars Head Coach Chaka
Daley. “If you look at our stats for the four
Big East games on the road, we have given
up 10 of our 12 goals, and only scored 3
goals in those games. We have taken care
of business at home, but in our league it’s
extremely difficult to win on the road.”
On Sunday, Oct. 19, the Friars traveled
to South Bend, Indiana to take on the

Fighting Irish. The Irish struck first when
Bright Dike scored in the 27th minute to
give them a 1-0 lead, which they carried
into halftime. In the second half Notre
Dame was quick to score another goal
and bring its lead to 2-0.
The Friars cut the lead in half in the 59th
minute when senior captain Ryan Maduro
left the ball off for sophomore Matt

Marcin who drilled a gorgeous, curving
shot into the top right comer from 22 yards
out, good for his third goal of the season.
From there, UND keeper Andrew Quinn
was able to stonewall the Friars, and Notre
Dame scored again in the 86th minute,
sealing the deal on a 3-1 victory.
Last Wednesday, Oct. 15, the Friars
hosted the Bulldogs of Bryant University
at Glay Field. Though the game remained a
scoreless tie going into halftime the Friars
looked strong as they held a 12-1 edge in
shots. Just 56 seconds into the second half
junior Timothy Ritter scored his third goal
of the season giving the Friars a 1-0 lead.
In the 81st minute freshman Daniel
Fabian put the nail in the coffin, scoring his
first career goal and lifting the Friars to a
2-0 lead and eventual victory. Murray
made three saves en route to his careerhigh eighth clean sheet of the season and
sixteenth of his career.
The Friars hosted Big East foe West
Virginia on Oct. 11 as they continued to
rebound off of four straight losses. The
Friars showed that they would not go qui
etly into the night as freshman Chris Stoker
led them to a 1-0 victory.
PC controlled much of the first half as
they held an 11-3 advantage in shots and 71 advantage in corner kicks, but it was not
until the 41st minute when junior A.J.
Brown played a brilliant 40-yard cross to
Stoker who headed it in for what would
end up to be the only score of the game.
Murray made six saves to preserve the lead
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Friars Trounce Cross Friars take 9th, 11th at Pre-Nationals
The women s team enters the weekend ranked 24th, and the
Town Rival Brown
men s team stands at 27th on the national scene.

Mollie Quinn ’09
Sports Editor
If there is one aspect of the
2008 Providence College Field
Hockey season that cannot be
criticized, it would be the
strength of their
FIELD schedule.
The
HOCKEY team not only
faces ranked oppo
nents within the Big East, but
also makes sure to schedule a
number of competitve non-conference rivals.
Unfortunately, this challeng
ing calendar resulted in two
losses this past weekend.
Coming off a rough loss to
Boston University, the Friars
fell to 11th ranked Lousiville,
4-1, on Saturday, Oct. 18.
Their bout of bad-luck contin
ued as the team dropped its
third-consecutive game in their
match against Vermont, 1 -0, on
Sunday, Oct. 19. However, the
Friars put an end to their losing
streak on Wednesday, Oct. 22,
with a crucial win against
cross-town rival Brown. The
Friars defeated ivy-league pow
erhouse, 6-2. With the two loss
es and a win, Providence falls
to 10-8 overall, and 2-3 in the
Big East.
In the game against Brown the
Bears came out strong and were
the first ones to put the ball in the
back of the cage. However,
Providence completely turned the
game around and went on a scor
ing barrage in the first half. The
Friars scored four goals and
never looked back, putting the
score at 4-1.
The second half was more of
the same thing, with play being
by

dominated by the Friars. The
score was 6-2 when the final
buzzer sounded. Junior Nellie
Poulin contributed to the Friar
effort
with
two
goals.
Sophomores Jamie Lipinski,
Julie Ruggieri, Ashlyn Hudson,
as well as, senior Jessica Lane all
racked up goals for Providence.
Vermont took a 1-0 lead in the
game during the 30th minute of
play
when
one
of the
Catmounts knocked the ball into
the back of the cage off a rebound.
It proved to be the game winner as
Providence was held scoreless,
despite several good chances in
front of the cage. Prior to the goal,
the Friars had one of their best
scoring opportunities upset by
Vermont’s stingy defense.
In the second half, despite the
strong defensive effort, the Friars
were not able to capitalize on
their offensive chances and found
themselves on the wrong end of a
1 -0 score as time expired.
“The Vermont game was a
good learning experience that
allowed us to work better as team
in our game against Brown,” said
senior Ali Komfeld.
The day before the Friars
found themselves in a tough situ
ation against Lousiville, that
unfortunately did not end in their
favor. The Cardianals played with
an extreme sense of urgency,
which resulted in back-to-back
goals within a three minute span
at 23:32 and 25:55.
Faced with the challenge of
digging themselves out of a 2-0
hole, a quick and tenacious Friar
offense was able to put the ball in
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Chris Torello ’ll
Sports Staff

The Men’s and Women’s Cross
Country Teams competed at the
Pre-National trials last weekend
in Terra Haute, Indiana. For the
fine showings put
both
CROSS forth by
teams,
the
men
’s
COUNTRY
squad is presently
ranked
27th
nationally, while the women’s
squad is ranked 24th.
The men’s side was led by
sophomore David McCarthy,
who finished sixth overall with
a time of 23:40.8. McCarthy’s
COURTESY OF SPORTS INFO
time
was
an
18-second Senior Danette Doetzel captured tenth place at the Pre-National
improvement from his last race
trials on Saturday, October 18 in Terre Haute, Ind. Doetzel’s
on a flat course at Notre Dame
time of 20:23.8 was the fastest finish for the Friar women.
two weeks ago.
“It was a huge breakthrough
for David,” said Friars Head 72nd place with a time of Connecticut State Invitational
Junior Breffini in Connecticut. This will pro
Coach Ray Treacy. “Most of 21:30.8.
them ran a few second slower, Twohig, freshman Hannah vide an opportunity to deter
but [David’s time] was a big Davidson, and senior Katie mine the final running order for
jump. He has put himself in DiCamillo all finished in the the Big East Championship,
good position to be all- top 90 runers. The women’s which is slated for Friday, Oct.
team placed 11th overall.
American.”
31, at Van Cortlandt Park in the
“There was improvement on Bronx, New York.
Also finishing in the top 50
was junior Hayden McLaren the women’s side but not as
The men’s squad will look to
(46th) with a time of 24:25.1. much as I had hoped for,” overpower its only close Big
Rounding out the top-five scor Treacy said. “Danette had a East
Competition
in
ers for the Friars were senior much better race and showed Georgetown, as the women will
Richard Yeates (81st), fresh that she is among the top run seek to establish themselves as
man Dominic Channon (93rd), ners in the country.”
the dominant power in a larger
The 6k course was the field of competitors. And while
and Junior Tom Webb (95th).
The men’s team took ninth longest that the freshmen harri expectations are high for the
ers had run, but they responded Big East Championships, the
place in a field of 41 teams.
The women were lead by well enough for the Friars to Friars’ sights remain on the
senior Danette Doetzel, who ensure a good finish.
NCAA Championships.
The Men’s and Women’s
finished tenth, covering the 6k
“We will continue to train
course in 20:23.8. Junior Cross Country Teams will com hard into the first week of
Krystal Douglas finished in pete this Saturday at Central November,” Treacy said.

